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Family Tree of Roy Leonard Hicks 
General 
Tracing the family tree of Roy Leonard Hicks started in North London and then led mainly to Somerset, 
Essex and Lincolnshire. 

 

The most amazing find was that my great, great grandparents were born in Harlow.  They were baptised 

in St Mary & St Hugh in old Harlow and lived in Back Street in Harlow.  My great, great, great Aunt was a 
servant for the Curate in Netteswell, probably somewhere near The Greyhound pub in the park, so only a 

little way from where I was born in Broadfield, Harlow.   

 

By the mid 1850s the family of Ada Agnes Brett (Bretts & Everetts) had moved from Harlow to St Pancras, 
and the Clarks (also from Essex) and Allums moved in the 1870s.  There are entry in the parish registers 

for births, marriages and deaths in the church in Old Harlow, St Mary & St Hugh, and there are burials. 

Harlow was only a small village, when the family that I have found lived there, a full history of the town is 

included which is from British history online. 
 

Meanwhile in the 1870s the desendants of William Arthur Hicks - the Hicks family had moved from 

Somerset, and the Plants came from Lincolnshire at the same time. 

 

They had a variety of occupations, the Hicks are definitely the building side of the family with carpenters, 
masons and bricklayers, there is also horsekeeper, coal porter, pianoforte maker.  Most of the other 

members of the family are agricultural labourers. 

 

The Hicks moved from Pitminster, which is a small village just outside Taunton, Somerset.  Prior to living 
here it appears they were from Seaton in Devon. 
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James Ashwell b1796 
Following the line through Arthur William Hicks  M Minnie Plant  M Dinah Skinner  M Mary Ashwell  

F James Ashwell B 1796. 

He was born in Langford, Bedfordshire, and in 1823 someone with the same name and age: 

Record ID: 3173 

Commital Year: 1823 

Reference Doc: BLARS QGV10/1 

ID in Reference Doc: 86 

Age: 27 

Gender: Male 

Height: 5 feet 5 inches 

Hair Colour: Light Brown 

Complexion: Fresh 

Identifying Features: This man was a notorious character and a terror to the neighbourhood he lived. 

Residence(town/village): Langford 

Residence(county): Bedfordshire 

Offence: Stealing Pork 

Committed By: Rev.J.Webster 

When Committed: 30/12/1823 

Trial Type: Lent Assizes 1824 

Type of Gaol: Bedford County Gaol 

Sentence: Death Transported for Life 

How Disposed: Removed to the Justitia Hulk at Woolwich 

Discharge Date: 24/04/1824 

General Remarks: A bad fellow 

 

There are records on 
http://foundersandsurvivors.org//pubsearch-xsl/image/viewer.html?CON31-1-1,433,54 and 

http://apps.bedfordshire.gov.uk 

His record wasn’t exemplary – he received 50 lashes for neglecting his duty! 

 

Calculated Age 1796 (Estimated from age 28 at 1824) 

Place Of Birth Langford/Bedford 

Conviction sentence Life  

Place Of Sentencing Bedford 

Tried Date 10/Mar/1824 

Voyage Date: 3 Jul 1824 

Sailed Days 123 

Sailed From Downs 

Sailed Route Rio 

Ship Master Jos. Blyth 

Ship Name Princess Charlotte 

Ship Surgeon Jn. Dobie 

Arrived 1824-11-09  

To Colony Van Dieman's Land - VDL (Tasmania) 

Gaol Report Attempted to escape 

Body Marks Natural Mark outer Corner left eye 

Eyes Grey 

Family Wife & 3 Ch at Biggleswade 

Trade Farmers Ploughman/labourer 

 
On 12 Oct 1836 the record states he was given a conditional pardon, but as yet I don’t know what 

happened to him in Tasmania.  His wife moved to Lincolnshire with her 3 children and appears with 

another man, stating to be his wife, and the family tree continues in England. 

http://foundersandsurvivors.org/pubsearch-xsl/image/viewer.html?CON31-1-1,433,54
http://apps.bedfordshire.gov.uk/
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St Pancras 
The railway 

The railway expanded rapidly in the country in the 1840s and 1850s and many people moved around the 
country, and in particular to the cities, looking for work.  The family all moved to the area around St 

Pancras.  The arrival of the railway stations, Euston (1837), King's Cross (1852), and St Pancras (1868), 

together with their extensive goods yards and sidings, provided massive employment and encouraged 

local industrialisation. The borough became a major centre for the piano, organ and furniture industries, 
light engineering and scientific instruments. 

 

Pianoforte making 

George Brett was a pianoforte maker and here is a little about the history of this trade in the Camden 
area.  Camden Town was a very suitable centre for piano manufacture. The Regent's Canal could be used 

for transporting heavy and bulky goods like pianos cheaply, either to the west and so to the complete 

canal system which covered the Midlands, or east to the docks and from there all over the world. Camden 

Town was also near the rail-heads of King's Cross, Euston and St Pancras, so transport conditions by 

water and rail were ideal. Soon the area became a centre of the piano industry. 
 

In the 1880s, London had over two hundred piano making firms, three quarters of them north of the 

river.  Manufacture in North London developed early and by the time the southern suburbs were built, the 

piano industry was well established along the Regent's Canal, in Stoke Newington, Islington and especially 
in Camden Town. Some were large firms, making complete instruments on a mass production system, 

moving them from department to department as the work progressed.  

 

Other firms were little more than small assembly shops in back kitchens, with parts bought in ready 
made. One old piano maker said, "Sometimes, on a Friday afternoon, you could meet the boss of one of 

these small factories hawking a piano round the district in the hope of selling it for cash, twenty pounds or 

so, to pay the wages and the rent". Piano firms were in all sizes - whales and minnows." 

 

Besides manufacturers there were small-part makers, clustering round the big firms. Piano key makers; 
wrench pin makers; sellers of key leads; hammer coverers; incisors, who cut the fretted wooden fronts; 

truss carvers; gilders; marquetry workers; french polishers, veneer, timber and ivory suppliers; makers of 

piano castors; candle-sconce makers; piano stool, music cabinet makers, piano-back makers; piano 

movers, storers, tuners and salesmen. All these found a living in and around Camden Town and along the 
Canal. 

  

After 1900 the British piano industry became cut-throat, insecure, by 1911 there were still 136 piano 

firms in Britain, all but three manufacturing in London. With all these surviving in Islington, Camden Town 
and Stoke Newington.  Everything was short-term and without vision, so that the standard of 

workmanship fell. Training schemes were introduced by some firms to attract young workers, but the 

market continued to shrink and young people refused to enter an industry which offered so few prospects. 

By 1912, German exports of pianos and piano parts were sixty-five times as large as Great Britain's. 
Germany dominated the piano industry rather as Japan was to dominate the electronics industry after the 

Second World War. 

 

There was a small revival in the piano industry immediately after the First World War, though this was 

soon affected by the rise of the gramophone, cinema and radio. During the Second World War there was a 
reprieve for one small Kentish Town firm. Every ship in the fleet had to have a small organ which could be 

used for entertainment and for playing hymns on a Sunday morning, but this boost was short lived. After 

the War, piano and organ making were still declining, threatened this time not by Germany, but by Korea. 

 
In the 1960s, the Koreans had begun to make pianos. Their first ones hardly worked, yet in a very few 

years they were producing splendid instruments. They approached piano manufacture not as a craft 

industry, but as a modern engineering problem, using the latest machines and production methods. 

Traditionally piano parts were made by small-batch production and the parts then fitted together. Indeed 
a fitter is a man who takes other people's parts and makes them fit. The Koreans insisted on modern 

machining accuracy. They were machining parts to 3 microns, so that every part fitted first time. The skill 

and time of the fitter were no longer required, so that pianos could be assembled, not fitted. The drop in 

production costs was enormous.  
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Stisted a brief history 
Reports and returns on schools and education in Stisted. These allow a glimpse into the education your 

ancestors may have received if they were from this parish. 

Schools in 1818 
"Population 574. Two charity schools, held on Thursdays and Sundays, one containing 28 boys, and one in 

which 55 girls are instructed; both supported by voluntary contributions. The poor avail themselves of the 

means of education which are sufficient, but the minister regrets that from the low state of their finances, 

they are unable to open the preceding schools every day in the week, and he also states that it would be 
very desirable if Lord Oxford's endowment could be rendered beneficial to the parish. " 

Source: Digest of Parochial Returns. Select Committee on Education of the Poor, 1818 

Schools in 1833 
"Population 895. Three Daily Schools containing as follows: 8 males and 6 females (commenced 1819); 

25 males and 22 females (commenced 1825); and 5 males and 3 females (commenced 1832); in these 
Schools, the children are instructed at the expense of their parents. Two Sunday Schools supported by 

subscription and attended by 63 males and 62 females." 

Source: House of Commons papers, Volume 41. Abstract of Education Returns 1833 

 

Standon – a brief history 
In 1870-72, John Marius Wilson's Imperial Gazetteer of England and Wales described Standon like this: 

“STANDON, a village, a parish, and a sub-district, in Ware district, Herts. The village stands near the 

Buntingford railway, 6 miles NNE of Ware; was once a market town; and has a station on the railway, a 

post-office under Ware, and a recent two-arched iron bridge. The parish contains also the hamlets of 

High-Cross and Colliers-End, and comprises 7,520 acres. Real property, £13,744. Pop. in 1851, 2,462; in 
1861, 2,245. Houses, 457. The property is divided among a few. The manor belongs to the Duke of 

Wellington” 

 

The coming of the railway 
Buntingford was one of the many thriving market towns in East Anglia that was bypassed by chance or 
design by the main lines. When a bill to construct a new route between Ware & Cambridge passing 

through Buntingford failed, a public meeting was held on 1st August 1856 in Buntingford to discuss the 

feasibility of building a branch line to the town from Hertford or Ware. At a second meeting later that year 

a route from the Eastern Counties Railway's Hertford branch to Buntingford was adopted and an 
application was put before parliament on 11th November 1857 for the incorporation of the Ware, Hadham 

& Buntingford Railway. 

 

Construction started in January 1859 and although beset with difficulties from the start the thirteen and 
three quarter mile branch from St. Margaret's to Buntingford finally opened on 3rd July 1863 with 

intermediate stations at Mardock, Widford, Hadham, Standon, Braughing & West Mill. The branch 

prospered despite its troubled birth and traffic increased allowing most of the line and its stations were 

rebuilt before the turn of the century.  Despite its name, the railway never went to Ware but made its 
junction further south at St. Margaret's, after a change to the original route was made to avoid offending 

a landowner. 

 

The construction of railways is said to have struck the death-blow to the trade of Standon, which after the 

lapse of the local market depended on the road communication with the neighbouring market towns.  It is 
now only a country village, attractive in appearance from the wide main street, numerous trees and fine 

church 
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Harlow ancient parish 
The recorded population of Harlow was 50 in 1066 and 45 in 1086.  There were 48 taxpayers in 1327, and 

Harlowbury, the main manor, had 148 tenants in 1360. Eighty-six persons were assessed to the lay 
subsidy in 1525. There were 117 houses in 1670. In 1801 the population was 1,514. It increased to 2,315 

in 1841 and continued to rise more slowly to 3,471 in 1931.  

 

Medieval Harlow grew around the market place, Mulberry Green, and the church.  The church existed by 
the 12th century and the market by the 13th. Mulberry formerly Mudborrow Green lay 400m north of 

Moot Hill, possibly the ancient meeting place of the hundred.  Outside the village there were scattered 

farms and hamlets. Harlowbury, the principal manor, lay north of Mulberry Green.  Three km south of the 

market, near Harlow common, lay the hamlets of Potter Street and Foster Street. By the later 18th 
century Harlow had become a small town.  The growth of the town was stimulated by coach traffic along 

the Newmarket road, and was slower in the mid 19th century when coaches were superseded by railways. 

 

Market Place & High Street 
The market place, High Street, Mulberry Green, Churchgate Street, and Potter Street have a number of 
old buildings of a more urban type. Modest dwellings of the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries line the market 

place, interspersed with some larger houses, including the Gables, Fore Street, which dates from the mid 

16th century, the Dower House, of several periods, and the inns. 

 

Churchgate Street 
has a less formal appearance than Mulberry Green, with church, almshouses, inn, and small shops and 

houses; they include the Churchgate Stores and Churchgate House, both halls with one cross wing, 

probably of 16th century origin with later additions. The Stafford almshouse, a striking building of the early 

17th century, is imitated by the 19th-century infant school. The old junior school, the school house, and 

the PerryWatlington almshouses by the church, are in Victorian Gothic style. 
 

At the south end of Churchgate Street stands the 16th-century Chantry House, now the Churchgate hotel. 

It was built after the Reformation on land that had formed the endowment of John of Staunton's chantry 

in the parish church. It was bought by Alexander Stafford in 1615 and was sold after his death in 1652 to 
Samuel Harrison, whose descendants sold it to J. W. Perry-Watlington in 1855.   

 

Inns 
As a main-road parish Harlow was well furnished with inns: by 1769 there were 14 in the town and Potter 

Street. The Green Man, Mulberry Green, may date from the 16th century. The Crown, Market Street, was 
an inn by 1703, when the justices of quarter sessions lunched there. The Marquis of Granby, Fore Street, 

has a late medieval range and a long 18th-century range, refaced on the south in the 19th century. It was 

called the Wheatsheaf in 1722, but had changed its name by 1769. The George, Fore Street, formerly one 

of Harlow's largest inns, gave up its licence c1948.  The Queen's Head, Churchgate Street, a 17th-century 
building, was first recorded in 1736.  At Potter Street are the Red Lion, a 16th-century building first 

recorded in 1721, and the White Horse, mentioned in 1755 but rebuilt probably in the early 19th century.  

The King's Head, Potter Street c 1755, was rebuilt in the late 18th century, it was demolished in 1957.  

 

Roads 
Harlow's old road system, has not been greatly altered by the building of the new town.  In 1594 a main 

road from London via Epping ran through Potter Street to Harlow, where it turned east and continued by 

Hatfield Broad Oak to Thaxted, and to Saffron Walden and Cambridge.  At that date there seems to have 

been no main road from Harlow into Hertfordshire, but by 1678 the road from Epping continued north 
through Harlow over the Stort to Bishop's Stortford.  In the 18th century it became the busy turnpike 

road to Cambridge and Newmarket. The Essex and Hertfordshire or Hockerill highway trust, founded in 

1744, had charge of the section from Harlow to Stump Cross.  The road from Harlow common south to 

Woodford was under the Epping and Ongar highway trust, established in 1769.  In 1831 the Essex and 

Hertfordshire trust completed a new road later Station Road from Harlow market to the mill, bypassing 
High Street and Mulberry Green.  In 1970 High Street was closed to traffic and a new road Gilden Way 

bypassed Old Harlow to the south.   

 

In 1833 there was a public wharf on the canal at Harlow.  
 

In 1838 at least eight coaches passed through Harlow daily, serving London, Bury St. Edmunds, 

Cambridge, Haverhill, Norwich, and Saffron Walden.  The Northern and Eastern railway line from London 
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reached Harlow in 1841, with a station 1.6 km. north of the town, and was extended to Cambridge in 

1845.  
 

Services 
There was a post office at Harlow by 1823 and an additional receiving office at Potter Street by 1848.  A 

sub-post office was opened in Churchgate Street by 1894, when the main office also became a telegraph 

office.  There was a telephone exchange from 1910.  
 

Gas was  originally brought to Harlow in the 1850s by the Harlow and Sawbridgeworth Gas Light and Coke 

Co. Part of the parish was sewered by 1903 and Churchgate Street c1907.  The Herts & Essex waterworks 

company had extended its mains to the parish by 1886.  In 1815 there was a fire brigade with an engine 
in the charge of the churchwardens. The service lapsed, but a new brigade was formed in 1870. The 

brigade was taken over in 1894 by the newly formed parish council.  The old fire station at Mulberry 

Green was still in use in 1978, but the service's headquarters was in the new town. 

 
Harlow Workmen's hall was opened in 1881.  The Victoria hall, Bury Road, was built by a limited company 

in 1887–8 and was used for concerts, lectures, and parish meetings. There was an Essex reformatory 

school for boys at Harlow Tye from 1857 to 1879.  The Essex Hunt kennels have been at Harlow since 

1857, when the Revd. Joseph Arkwright of Mark Hall was master. The Memorial university of 
Newfoundland opened a hostel in the former maltings, St John's Walk, in 1969.  

 

Famous residents & manors 
Benjamin Flower 1755–1829, political writer and printer, lived in Harlow, where his daughters Eliza Flower 

and Sarah Flower Adams, hymn writers, were born.  Charles Perry 1807–91, first bishop of Melbourne, 
Australia, was born and buried at Harlow.  John W. PerryWatlington d. 1882 of the same family, was the 

liberal benefactor of the parish. F. M. Sir Evelyn Wood retired to Harlow and died there in 1919.  

Manors and Other Estates. 

 

Four landholders in Harlow were named in the Domesday.  The land was originally divided into ‘hides’. 
 

Harlowbury 

Bury St. Edmunds retained Harlowbury until the dissolution of the abbey in 1539. When Samson became 

abbot in 1182 the manor was in the keeping of Arnold of Harlow, a rapacious man who was soon checked 
by fear of the new abbot.  In 1215 Samson's successor, Abbot Hugh II, obtained from King John valuable 

privileges in the demesne woods of Harlow.  In the 13th and 14th centuries the manor seems usually to 

have been farmed by a bailiff directly responsible to the abbey.  It was leased c1430 to John Dobbs.  Early 

in the 16th century it was on lease to Giles Mallory. In 1532 Thomas Cromwell, who was looking for a seat 
near the king's house of Hunsdon Herts, sought a long lease of Harlow, offering in return to help the 

abbey, but instead in 1535 the abbey granted him a pension of £10 a year from the manor.  In 1536 a 

lease of Harlowbury for 60 later 80 years was granted to William Sumner.  The Sumner family seem to 

have retained it until 1610.  
 

Harlowbury passed in succession to Francis North, Lord Guilford d. 1729, Francis North, Lord North and 

Guilford, later earl of Guilford d. 1790, and then to Frederick North, the 2nd earl d. 1792, better known as 

Lord North, the prime minister.  The manor continued to through the North family, and they were 

generally nonresident.  In 1876 William North sold Harlow park to the Arkwrights of Mark Hall, Latton.  
About the same time he sold he Harlow mill to the Barnards,  and c1879 he sold the main part of 

Harlowbury, including the house, land, and the manorial rights, to John W. PerryWatlington of Moor Hall.  

Harlowbury passed with the Moor Hall estate down the family.  Most of the estate was included in the new 

town, there has been building on the western and southern parts, but the remainder is still open 
farmland. 

 

Brendall 

The manor of Brendall lay on the western side of the parish, extending south from Mulberry Green. The 
name, first recorded in 1313 by the 17th century the manor was also known as NEW HALL.  Henry 

FitzFulcher held land in Harlow in 1203. In 1226 he granted all the land in Harlow which he held of the fee 

of Warin FitzGerold, except the wood, to his kinsman David de Sandervill, or Flitwick.  In 1233 David, son 

of David of Flitwick, was summoned by Robert, son of Simon of Roding, for not performing service of ½ 

knight's fee from his tenement at Harlow.  The heirs of David of Flitwick held ¼ knight's fee in Harlow in 
1368.  In 1370 and 1381 John Goderich and Eleanor his wife, daughter and heir of David of Flitwick d. by 

1370 held Brendhall and lands in Bedfordshire and other counties.   
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It continued to pass ownership to jewellers and goldsmiths and after the South Sea Bubble they came into 

the hands of receivers.  It was sold on once again and then in 1803 the estate was sold to trustees acting 
for Montagu Burgoyne of Mark Hall, Latton. Part of it was later sold, but the bulk of it was merged with 

Mark Hall. In 1819, when the Mark Hall estate was sold to Richard Arkwright, it included New Hall 191 a., 

Kitchen Hall 88 a., and other lands in Harlow.  When the Mark Hall estate was broken up after the Second 

World War, New Hall farm formerly Gravelpit farm and Kitchen Hall were sold separately from New Hall 
itself.  

 

Campions 
Campions (near the Sheering boundary) was evidently the free tenement held by the family of Campion, 
locally prominent from the 14th century to the 16th.  Walter, son of William Campion of Hatfield Broad 

Oak, and John his son held 30 a. in Harlow and Sheering in 1314.  John Campion was living at Harlow in 

1441, when he was said to have been robbed of goods worth £40.  

 
Campions was held of Harlowbury manor by William Somner d 1623 and later by Thomas Harrison d 

1635.  By 1814 it appears to have passed to the Matthews family.  It was apparently rebuilt in the 17th 

century, and enlarged and stuccoed in the early 19th.  The house was badly damaged by fire c1930 and 

was later restored. It was converted to seven flats in the 1950s.  

 
Hubbards Hall 

The manor of Hubbards Hall (c 1066) was held of Harlowbury, it lay in the centre of the parish between 

Churchgate Street and Foster Street. The first known tenant was Maurice of Harlow, who was living at the 

time of Abbot Anselm of Bury St. Edmunds 1121–46. it was passes through several geberations.  It then 
passed hands several times to William Rothwell, John Symonds, William Pooley, John Adams and George 

Bull, Reeve family until 1723 to John Browne of Covent Garden Mdx.  

 

Maj.Gen. John Browne, heir of the last, sold Hubbards Hall in 1761 to William Selwin d.1768 of Down Hall, 
Hatfield Broad Oak.  Hubbards Hall descended with Down Hall until 1920, when Major Horace W. Calverley 

sold Hubbards Hall and 13 a. to Mrs. Swire of Hillingdon House.  In 1934 Mrs. Swire gave the manor to 

her son John K. Swire. 

 

Hubbards Hall house contained a large hall and cross wing, and its plan and part of its roof are still 
recognizable in the centre of the west front of the existing house. The service cross wing appears to have 

been that to the south. In the 17th century the hall was divided into two rooms by a chimney wall, and an 

upper floor was inserted above each part. The ceiling of the larger part was raised in the earlier 18th 

century, and the casing of the exterior with brick may have started then. Some of the rooms were 
panelled or given new fireplaces in the 18th century. In the 19th century additions were made on the 

north, south, and east, and in 1933 a new entrance hall was made on the north and a large north-east 

wing was added from designs by Clough Williams-Ellis. It is still standing and is a childrens home now. 

 
Kitchen Hall 

The manor of Kitchen Hall adjoined Brendhall to the south. The first known tenant was Nicholas 

FitzFulcher, who held it in 1260 and had previously held Brendhall.   In 1303 John of Staunton, rector of 

Harlow,  was holding ½ knight's fee there.  It passed through many hands:  Sir Humphrey of Hastings,  
Philip of Hastings Hastings then his daughter, Thomas de Longevill, Hugh atte Wood to name a few.  

 

Kitchen Hall was later acquired by the Aylmers of Sheering. In 1383 Thomas and William Aylmer and 

others conveyed it to Robert Webb of London.  Webb sold it in 1403 to John Roundell, who was holding 

land in Harlow and Latton in 1412.  By 1425 Kitchen Hall had passed to Richard Stacy, and it 
subsequently descended with Brendhall.  

 

Kitchen Hall house, which may once have been moated, retains the central range and service cross wing 

of an early 17th-century building. There are 19th-century additions at the rear. 
 

Moor Hall 

The manor of Moor Hall lay in the northeast quarter of the parish, held in 1086 by Eustace, count of 

Boulogne, and partly from lands granted by the abbey of Bury St. Edmunds out of their manor of Harlow.  
In the 13th century it was held both of the abbey and of the honour of Boulogne as a member of Rivenhall 

manor.  By the mid 12th century the tenancy was held by Gilbert of Harlow.  It continued to be passed to 

Arnulf of Harlow; William of Harlow.  Matthew Wodeham and John Snow were holding the manor in 1325.  

Moor Hall descended in the Bugge family for almost 250 years, through at least seven generations.  Then 
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was sold to the Henshaw's including the Revd. Joseph Henshaw in c1770.  It was then sold to John Perry, 

shipowner of Blackwall in Poplar Mdx. 
 

The family of Perry, later Perry-Watlington, made Moor Hall their seat, improved the house and grounds, 

and enlarged the estate, and it was handed down through the generations.  In 1849 the Moor Hall estate 

included Harlow Tye, Jackett's, Feltimore's, and Roffey Hall farms.  c1879 Perry-Watlington bought most 
of the adjoining manor of Harlowbury.  In 1898, the house was sold to John Balfour, who later bought 

more of the estate. The remainder passed to trustees in 1914.  Moor Hall and the estate were bought in 

1934 by a builder; after the Second World War, however, the land was reserved as Green Belt for the new 

town and was sold again.  
 

In the 18th century Moor Hall was a house of moderate size with grounds of some 5 acres.  It was rebuilt, 

around 1805, as a three-storeyed mansion in classical style.  The grounds were extensively landscaped 

and planted, and a chain of small natural lakes was reshaped. Between 1808 and 1814 the Matching road 
was diverted farther from the house to give greater privacy, as suggested by Humphry Repton.  The 

house was enlarged later in the 19th century.  It was occupied by the army during the Second World War, 

and was later allowed to decay. It was burned by vandals and finally demolished c1960.  In 1978 part of 

the stable block and one of the lodges survived, and some of the 19th century landscaping was still visible. 

 
Weldes 

The manor of Weldes, later SEW ALDS, originated in the berewick or outlying portion of the manor of 

Roydon which Richard held of Ranulf brother of Ilger in 1086. It then comprised 1¼ hide, with 7 a. of 

meadow and wood for 50 swine. It came to be regarded as a separate manor, the overlordship 
descending with that of Roydon through the FitzWalter family.  

 

The manor took its earlier name from the Welde Waude family, which was prominent in Harlow in the 

13th and 14th centuries.  By 1428 the manor had passed to William Sewall, from whose family it took its 
later name.  It was then sold on and passed through generations: Thomas Colte d. 1471 of Nether Hall, 

Roydon; Sir George Colte sold it to Thomas Sumner; William Cage in 1628; Geoffrey Howland in 1668.  

John Russell d. 1771, duke of Bedford, sold Sewalds 1738 to Thomas Holt of Rochford;  by 1768 Thomas 

Holt White and then his brother of Gilbert White of Selborne Hants, the naturalist.  In 1849 Algernon Holt 

White.  The Furze family, tenants in the late 19th century, owned the farm in 1978. 
 

Sewalds Hall house, on a site which was probably once moated, preserves the plan of a hall with cross 

wings. The north-west cross wing has a late medieval roof and the south-west wing may also be old, but 

the central range appears to have been rebuilt, partly in brick, in the earlier 19th century. There is an 
additional service range, of the 18th or early 19th century, to the south. 

 

Economic History 
The Domesday evidence suggests that settlement and arable farming were concentrated in the northern 

half of the parish, in the Stort valley, with more sparsely populated woodland and waste to the south. The 
large manor of Harlowbury contained the main settlement, with 31 villeins, bordars, and serfs; there were 

8 ploughteams, a water mill, 4 rounceys, 25 beasts, 50 swine, 60 sheep, 3 colts, and 5 hives of bees. 

Another estate, with 6 teams and 12 men, had been added to the manor since 1066.  

 
Surveys of Harlowbury manor in 1287, 1302, 1334, 1360, 1383, 1410, and 1431, though not uniform in 

content or reliability, reveal changes in its economy, particularly the decline of villein tenure and labour 

services. From 1431 the whole estate was leased to one tenant at £70, later £75, yearly.  

 
In addition to the fields, all the surveys mentioned 11 a. of garden with fruit trees and pasture, and 

fishponds at the manor and by the mill. A dovecote was mentioned in 1287 and 1302, and in 1387 there 

were a vinery and a nuttery. The demesne woodland comprised 80 a. in Harlow park and c20 a. in Latton 

grove, Hervey's grove, and elsewhere, all being coppiced on a 6 or 7 year cycle in 1334. 

 
Arable farming still predominated in the parish in 1794, when there were said to be 2,601 a. of arable and 

1,125 a. of pasture, woods, yards, and buildings. Dairying and stock-raising developed in the 19th 

century, largely at the expense of arable farming. In 1849 there were estimated to be 2,398 a. of arable, 

1,098 a. of meadow and pasture, and 506 a. of woods, wastes, houses, and gardens.   
 

Harlow water-mill, lying on the Stort north of the town, belonged to the manor of Harlowbury from 1066 

to the later 19th century.  The mill was sold around 1870 to the Barnards, who had rented it since 1783.  
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Between 1929 and 1933 it was converted into a country club.  It was damaged by fire during the Second 

World War, and most of the machinery was later dismantled.  It was a restaurant in 1978. 
 

There were several windmills at different times. One was erected near Churchgate Street by Richard of 

Harlow in the 13th century, and surrendered to the abbot of Bury before 1279.  It was worth 20s. a year 

in 1287.  Kitchen Hall mill, mentioned in 1308, may have been identical with Foucheres mill of 1343.  A 
windmill near the water-mill was demolished c1830 when the later Station Road was built.  Another, 

built c1829 near the Horns and Horseshoes at Harlow common, was disused by 1873.  

 

Pottery was made in the Potter Street area, where there is good red firing clay, with pockets of white 
clay.  Cok the potter of Pottereshull was mentioned in 1251, and there were many references in the 15th 

and 16th centuries to potters and to the digging of clay pits on Harlow common.  Some of the pits and 

hollows were still visible in 1977. The industry reached its peak in the 17th century, when Potter Street 

was supplying London, as well as local markets, with Metropolitan ware.  Two kilns associated with coarse 
pottery of c1600 were found on the route of the M 11 motorway near Harlow common.  Another, with 

similar coarse ware and Metropolitan pottery of a later date, was excavated north of Potter Street.  Most 

of the known potters lived in the 17th century and no later reference has been found to the industry, 

which was probably killed by competition from the Midland potteries in the earlier 18th century.  

 
Weavers and other small craftsmen were occasionally mentioned, but there is no evidence that Harlow 

was ever the centre of a 'great woollen manufactory' as has been suggested.  A millwright employing four 

men was recorded in the late 18th century.  Silk throwing was introduced in 1826, but did not last long.  

By 1754 Harlow was producing malt for the London market.  In 1833 there were 10 malt warehouses by 
the Stort canal. From 1849 or earlier to c1866 a malting there was let to John Barnard, who later built 

large maltings by the railway in Sheering.  By 1874 there were maltings in Churchgate Street and Fore 

Street, which survived until 1897.  They may have been replaced by the malting built c1900 in St. John's 

Walk, probably for J. Harrington & Son, which was apparently taken over c1929 by H. A. & D. Taylor Ltd. 
In 1968 the building was converted to a hostel.  A brewery built in Fore Street by 1897 was probably that 

of Thomas Chaplin, later Chaplin & Co., recorded as brewers from 1848 to 1926.  Nineteenth-century 

industries included Deards' Victoria Dry-Glazing works, and a firework factory.  Holbrooks machine-tool 

factory, near the station, opened in 1932.  Fast train services brought the town within commuting 

distance of London by the 1930s.  
 

A Monday market and a fair on 8 and 9 September were granted to the abbey of Bury in 1218.  Profits of 

the market were 50s. in 1287 but only 12s. in 1431.  A Friday market was granted to the abbey in 1449 

and confirmed in 1457.  It was mentioned in 1592 but seems to have ceased about that time.  A market 
was held on Wednesdays in the early 19th century, but had ceased by 1850.  

 

The fair granted in 1218 was superseded in 1449 by two, held on the feasts of St. Parnel 31 May and St. 

Hugh 17 November.  By 1768 they were being held on Whit Monday and 28 November.  The Whitsun fair, 
held on Mulberry green, continued into the early 19th century, when it included a pleasure fair.  The 

November fair, which was chiefly for horses and cattle, with a pleasure fair attached in the 19th century, 

was held in Churchgate Street until c1935.  Harlow Bush fair, held on Latton common, is treated below.  

 

Churches 
There was probably a rector of Harlow in the mid 12th century.  In the late 12th century the church was a 

rectory in the gift of the abbey of Bury St. Edmunds.  

 

The parish church of ST MARY & ST HUGH stands on the west side of Churchgate Street. The earliest 
dedication, recorded in 1219, was to St. Mary.  The church was sometimes known in the 18th century as 

St. Mary and All Saints,  and in the 19th century as St. Hugh's.  

 

The present building, though largely rebuilt in the 19th century, retains the medieval cruciform plan.  It is 

in Gothic style, of flint rubble with stone dressings, with nave, chancel, transepts, and central tower with 
tall broach spire. The nave and possibly the original central tower were built in the 12th century, and the 

transepts were added in the 13th century. The chancel and the north-east vestry probably date from the 

late 14th century. A round-headed window of the 12th century survives in the north-west corner of the 

nave, and parts of windows in the chancel and north transept may date from the 14th century. The three 
sedilia in the south transept probably indicate the position of the medieval altar of St. Parnel.  That 

transept is sometimes referred to as the chantry chapel of St. Parnel, and the tomb of Alexander Stafford, 

who owned the Chantry House estate in the 17th century, was built there.  
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In the 1680s the vicar, John Taylor, repaired and ornamented the church, using funds from Cranwell's and 

Sworder's charities.  In 1708 the church was severely damaged by fire: the roof and steeple were burnt, 
and much of the glass was destroyed, but the shell still stood.  During rebuilding the central spire was 

replaced by a pyramidal roof, and a new brick tower with battlements and an open cupola was erected at 

the west end.  A gallery was added, the gift of Lord Guilford, and several other benefactors gave 

furnishings and armorial glass.  
 

A major restoration was carried out between 1871 and 1875, at a cost of £7,338, of which J. W. Perry-

Watlington of Moor Hall contributed nearly half, the architect was Henry Woodyer. The west tower and 

gallery were removed, a central tower and spire built, the walls and windows repaired and a new organ 
chamber and south porch added.  In 1894 a choir vestry was built adjoining the organ chamber.  

 

The church lost its five bells in the fire of 1708. Later in the 18th century there was one only.  In 1850 

there were three.  A ring of eight bells was presented in 1883.  The church plate includes several 17th-
century pieces.  A number of 15th-, 16th-, and 17th-century brasses, which survived the fire, were 

remounted and hung in the north transept. Those commemorated include William Sumner of Harlowbury 

d. 1559, William Newman d. 1602, Richard Bugge d. 1636, and Francis Reeve of Hubbards Hall d. 1639.   

 

The church of ST MARY MAGDALENE, Potter Street, was built by the vicar of Harlow in 1834. A separate 
parish was assigned in 1865.  The vicar of Harlow is the patron.  The original church, a rectangular 

building in Gothic style, with an apse, was already in bad repair by 1863. A chancel and vestry extension 

were added in 1888, and in 1893–5 the nave was rebuilt and a tower added at the south-west corner.  

There are eight bells, given in 1905.  
 

The church of ST JOHN THE BAPTIST in the centre of Old Harlow, was built by subscription in 1839 in 

memory of Charles S. Miller, formerly vicar.  It is a plain building of pale brick with chancel, nave, and 

west tower.  In 1857 a new parish, including most of the town, was formed, and the advowson of the 
vicarage was assigned to J. W. Perry-Watlington, who endowed the benefice.  R. W. Ethelston granted the 

advowson in 1909 to the bishop of St. Albans, from whom it passed in 1915 to the bishop of Chelmsford.  

In 1923 the parish was reunited with that of St. Mary and St. Hugh.  In 1979 St. John's was declared 

redundant.  

 
The chapel of ALL SAINTS, Foster Street, was built c1873 by the Revd. F. R. Miller, brother of the vicar 

of Harlow, as a memorial to their family. It was licensed in 1874 but never consecrated.  In the 19th and 

earlier 20th century it was served from the parish church.  The chapel, an unusual small cruciform 

building with a central tower, once had traceried windows, an organ, font, and bells, but it has been 
disused since 1961.  It was sold c1975 to a private buyer. In 1979 it was derelict.  

 

Education 
Fawbert and Barnard's school, London Road, appears to have originated in a British school founded by 

Montagu Burgoyne, which may be identical with the free school which existed in 1797. In 1802 Burgoyne 
built a school on Godsafe's charity land in High Street.  At first it was apparently supported by both 

churchmen and nonconformists, but disputes arose. By 1811 it was being run on the British system, and 

by 1826 it had 102 children.  It seems to have closed in 1836.  In that year John Barnard, a Harlow 

maltster, built an undenominational school in Epping Road (now London Road), with funds left to him for 
charitable purposes by George Fawbert of Waltham Cross Herts. d1824. The new school, designed by 

Robert Abraham, was for 200 children from Harlow, Latton, Netteswell, Great and Little Parndon, 

Magdalen and Little Laver, Matching, Sheering, and the Hertfordshire parishes of Sawbridgeworth, Gilston, 

and Eastwick. Preference was given to Harlow children. In 1855 the school was known locally as the 
British school, which suggests that it was a continuation of Burgoyne's school. An infant school was added 

in 1892 and a boys classroom in 1897. In 1910 attendance was restricted to children who had attended a 

public elementary school for at least two years. A technical instruction block was added in 1912 and three 

classrooms in 1947. The school was granted Controlled status in 1950 and reorganized for juniors and 

infants in 1954. It was endowed in 1898 with about £6,304 stock. A Scheme of 1910 reserved £4,304 
stock as a general endowment fund, used to enlarge and improve the building. By a Scheme of 1960 the 

fund was to provide awards for further education.  

 

Churchgate Church of England primary school, Hobbs Cross Road.  
A school for poor children, supported in the early 18th century out of Wright's and Stafford's charities was 

apparently short-lived.  In 1816 Churchmen, dissatisfied with Burgoyne's school, built a National day and 

Sunday school on John Perry's land in Churchgate Street. It was supported by subscriptions and National 

Society grants. Attendance increased from 140 in 1817 to 212 in 1833, and the building was enlarged in 
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the later 1830s.  John Perry-Watlington, whose family had supported the school from its foundation, in 

1850 built a new school for 189 on glebe land, and by 1864 had also built a master's house on the site of 
the old school.  Harlow children paid 6s. a quarter or 1d. a week if they were poor. The charges were 

doubled for children from neighbouring parishes.  The school received annual government grants from 

1876.  By 1859 an infant school had opened in a neighbouring building owned by Perry-Watlington. The 

trustees bought it in 1929.  The infant and mixed schools were amalgamated in 1923, and seniors from 
Netteswell and Great Parndon were transferred there in 1944 and 1945. In 1954 the school was 

reorganized for juniors and infants and was granted Aided status. It moved in 1971 to new buildings in 

Hobbs Cross Road.  The school was endowed by John W. PerryWatlington in 1864 with a portion of the 

South Benfleet tithes, commuted to £52 9s. 8d. The charge was redeemed in 1926 for £200 which was 
invested in £265 19s. 6d. stock.  

 

Harlow Common Church of England school was founded in 1835 as a National school for 61, built on 

Harlowbury manor waste next to St Mary Magdalene's church. It received a Treasury building grant and in 
the 1860s two annual government grants.  The building was improved in 1874 but in 1884 the teaching 

and organization were said to be worthless, and its building and equipment old and inadequate. In 1885 

the building was improved again and a certificated teacher appointed.  From 1888 the school received 

annual government grants.   

 

Charities for the Poor 
Most of Harlow's charities were linked under a Scheme of 1841 as the Poor's Charities, which were further 

regulated by Schemes of 1903, 1959, and 1974. They included three almshouse charities, providing nine 

dwellings built between 1591 and 1716, and ten other charities founded before 1831, when the combined 

income was c£115 a year. By 1896, with a new almshouse charity and three others, the number of 
dwellings had risen to 14 and the annual income to c£175. By 1957 sales of property and two further 

charities had increased income to £534. In 1975 Stafford's, Reeve's, and Crabb's almshouses were 

replaced by the conversion and extension of the old infant school in Churchgate Street, providing 13 

dwellings. In 1976–7 the income of the Poor's Charities, including grants, subsidies, and almspeople's 
rents, was £8,778. 

 

John Sworder, goldsmith and citizen of London fl. 1487, gave Old Poole's farm 20 a. in trust to pay the 

taxes of Harlow poor, the residue for repair of the parish church. The whole income was used for the 
church until 1840 when half was given to the poor. The Scheme of 1841 divided the income equally 

between repair of the church and of the almshouses, any residue of the almshouse share to be given to 

the inmates. In 1900 Old Poole's farmhouse was rebuilt partly with money borrowed from Stafford's 

charity. In 1933 the property was sold for £1,340. Under the 1959 Scheme half the capital was 

transferred to the ecclesiastical charity. 
 

John Godsalve, butcher, in 1568 gave a tenement with a garden and 2 a. in Harlow, called Snow's and 

Clay's, in trust for Harlow's poor. By 1680 another tenement had been built on the land and become 

ruinous. The regular distribution of the income in bread and money was recorded from 1700. By 1802 a 
school had been built on part of the land by Montagu Burgoyne, the lessee. In 1848 some of the income 

was paid to the poor rates. In 1852 more of the land was let on a building lease. The annual income rose 

from £7 10s. in 1680 to £52 in 1896, and sale of the property in the 1950s had raised it to £384 by 1959. 

 
William Newman d 1602  founded two almshouses built in the churchyard. In 1680 the houses were being 

maintained partly by parish rates and partly by three 3s. 4d. rent charges.  By 1848 a rent charge which 

had been paid from 1642 or earlier had been lost. In 1867, when the almshouses were dilapidated and 

unoccupied, they were exchanged for four new ones built on the north side of the lych gate by John W. 
PerryWatlington.  They were modernized in 1964. The two remaining rent charges were redeemed for £2 

15s. each in 1968 and 1970. 

 

Stafford's almshouses, on the south side of the lych gate, were founded in 1630 by Julian, wife of 

Alexander Stafford, for two poor widows of the parish. They seem to have been occupied by three widows 
as early as 1659. The occupants benefited from the charities of Alexander Stafford and John Wright. The 

houses, empty by 1956, were sold in 1958 and replaced in 1974. 

 

Francis Reeve of Hubbards Hall, by will proved 1639, gave £100 in trust to buy land and build almshouses 
for four poor widows; until the houses were built 24s. was to be given monthly in bread to the poor.  No 

houses had been built by 1680, although the gift had been increased by interest to £130; the interest on 

the whole sum was then being given in bread. In 1687 new trustees appointed by Chancery decree were 

ordered to fulfil Reeve's will, but it was not until 1716 that the vicar, John Taylor, bought land in Sheering 
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Road and built on it four almshouses which he sold to the trustees for £130. Occupants who were 

members of the Church of England received Wise's charity. The houses, converted into two in 1957, were 
sold and replaced in 1974. 

 

John Wright of High Holborn Lond., by will proved 1659, gave £160 to buy land to provide an annual 

sermon and trustees' dinner and to give the three women in Stafford's almshouses a load of wood every 
year and a gown every second year. In 1672 the trustees bought Fuller's barn and 12 a. called Noakes' 

crofts with part of the legacy and accrued interest. In 1680 the surviving trustee held £62 of undisposed 

charity money. From 1687 the charity was paid regularly to Stafford's almswomen and occasionally also in 

clothes, money, and wood to Reeve's almswomen and the poor in general. In 1716 part was used for 
schooling poor children. From 1854 or earlier the residue of about £28, after payment to almswomen, was 

distributed on St. Thomas's day. The annual income was increased to £40 by sale of the barn and land in 

1871 and 1883.  By the 1959 Scheme £13 16s. 8d. stock was transferred to Wright's ecclesiastical 

charity.  
 

John Taylor, vicar 1679–1724, gave two houses and a garden at Mulberry Green, apparently during his 

lifetime,  to provide annual gifts of £1 each to both widows in Newman's and one in Stafford's 

almshouses, and the remainder to the parish poor. The property was sold in 1892 for £283 stock 

producing £7 1s. 8d. a year. After 1900 only the three widows in Stafford's almshouses received the 
charity. 

 

Richard Harrison of Harlow, by will dated 1734, gave a rent charge of £5 4s. to provide 12 twopenny 

loaves every Sunday to 12 poor people regularly attending church. Bread was distributed as late as 1953. 
The rent charge was redeemed for £55 in 1973. 

 

John Perry d. 1810 of Moor Hall in 1808 gave £200 in trust for the poor. The income was used to provide 

gowns for eight or nine women until 1883, when it was paid to the distribution account. 
 

Edmund Goodwin, by will proved 1841, gave £100 in trust for the distribution of bacon at harvest time to 

poor families with not more than five children under 10 years. Under the 1959 Scheme part of the income 

was to be given in goods and the remainder paid to the distribution account. 

 
Sarah Crabb, by will proved 1840, gave £100 for benevolent or religious purposes. In 1844 three 

almshouses for widows or widowers were built on land next to St. John's church given by the vicar. They 

were endowed with £1 annual rent from adjoining land. The houses, modernized in 1956, were sold for 

£17,500 in 1975 and replaced in 1976. 
 

Mary Elizabeth Sims, by will and codicil proved 1862, gave £35 to provide coal for the poor. The income 

was distributed in coal until 1873 or later. From 1883 the income was paid to the distribution account. In 

1896 it was said to be for coal for parents of children attending Churchgate Street schools. 
 

Harlow New Town 
Harlow Town was established in 1947 to relieve overcrowding in north-east London.  It occupies a 

rectangular site of 2,500 ha. 6,177 a. extending west and south from Old Harlow. The land rises from the 

valley of the Stort to over 100 m. at Rye Hill in the south, and is intersected by the Todd brook, flowing 

westwards. Before 1947 it was an area of villages and hamlets, the largest being at Old Harlow.  
 

The master plan, for a town of 60,000, was drawn up for the development corporation by Sir Frederick 

Gibberd, and was approved by the government in 1949. The population limit was raised to 80,000 in 

1952, and to 90,000 in 1966, but there was no increase in the designated area, and the additional 
numbers were accommodated by building to a greater density in the later stages.  With that exception the 

town was developed as originally planned. There are four main areas or 'clusters', situated on high ground 

and separated by open land in the valleys. Within each cluster are from two to four residential 

'neighbourhoods', and there are two more neighbourhoods in the south-west. The northwest cluster 
includes the town centre, the High, while each of the three other clusters has a 'neighbourhood centre' 

containing 30 or 40 shops, a church, a public house, a library, and a small industrial area. A 

neighbourhood is composed of smaller housing areas which are served by a sub-centre or 'hatch', a 

primary school, a hall, and a public house. The 'green wedges' of open land between the clusters carry the 

main roads into the town centre, and accommodate secondary schools, playing fields, the town park in 
the north, and a golf course in the north-west. Harlow village, renamed Old Harlow, and Potter Street to 

the south, have been enlarged into neighbourhoods, while existing cottages at Latton, Parndon, 

Netteswell, Tye Green, and Commonside Road have been incorporated into the new neighbourhoods.  
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There are two large industrial areas, in the northeast, and in the west, which are linked by a main road 

running parallel to the railway along the Stort valley.  
 

The town centre, 3 km. south-west of Old Harlow, was the first in a new town to incorporate a pedestrian 

precinct. The market square, on two levels, is at its northern end, with parades of shops leading south to 

the civic square, where are located the council offices, the public library, the town church, the technical 
college, and the theatre. 

 

In 1947 the population of the area designated for the new town was c4,500. It was still only 5,571 in 

1951, but it then increased rapidly to 17,000 in 1954, 37,000 in 1957, 53,680 in 1961, and 78,087 in 
1971. It reached a peak of 81,000 in 1974, but fell to 77,000 in 1976 and to 73,000 in 1979. The town's 

new residents came at first from the boroughs of Edmonton, Tottenham, and Walthamstow, and later 

from a wider area of north-east London. Most of them were young couples, and the consequent high 

birthrate caused Harlow to be called a 'pram town'. By 1979, the age structure, except for a relatively low 
proportion of old people, had become normal, a process which together with a decrease in the number of 

new arrivals accounted for the decline in population after 1974.  

 

The building of Harlow began slowly because of the post-war shortage of materials and labour. Civil 

engineering work started in 1948, and late in 1949 construction began of 120 houses at Chippingfield, Old 
Harlow, for members of the corporation staff and employees of the main contractors. Work on the new 

town proper began in April 1950. Mark Hall North in the north-east quarter was chosen for the earliest 

development since there was easy access to shops and other amenities in Old Harlow. From there building 

followed the roads south, west, and finally southwest, each area being almost complete before work 
started on the next. Industrial development kept pace with housing. Temple Fields was in use by 1950, 

and Pinnacles from 1956. By 1954 Mark Hall North was complete, including 'the Lawn' tower block and the 

small shopping centre at Ward Hatch; Mark Hall South and Netteswell were nearing completion; and work 

was in progress at Hare Street in the west and Potter Street in the east. The Stow, at the junction of First 
Avenue and Howard Way, the first of the neighbourhood centres, was open.  Work began next on the 

town centre roads and the market square area, where the first shops opened in December 1955. In that 

year development started at Little Parndon.  By the late 1950s the northwest and south-east areas were 

almost finished and the neighbourhood centre at Bush Fair was open. In 1960 Great Parndon and 

Passmores in the south-west were under construction and work on the High continued, but with three 
quarters of the town complete the pace of building became slower. Stewards, Kingsmoor, and the 

neighbourhood centre of Staple Tye were built mainly between 1965 and 1974. The last neighbourhoods, 

at Katherines and Sumners, were begun in 1974. By 1977 some 24,000 dwellings had been completed. It 

was intended that housing development should be finished by late 1980, leaving only some infilling to be 
done. The final phase of the High was the Harvey Centre, a covered complex of shops and an office block, 

which was under construction in 1980.  

 

The predominant influence on the architecture of the new town was that of Gibberd, who settled at Old 
Harlow and as architect-planner advised the development corporation on the choice of architects as well 

as designing the civic centre and many housing and commercial buildings himself. Most of the other 

architects who were awarded design contracts in the early years of the town came from the small circle 

who had established themselves as followers of the modern movement before 1939. They included F. R. 
S. Yorke, Maxwell Fry and Jane Drew, W. Crabtree, Ralph Tubbs, Guy Morgan, and Richard Sheppard. 

Gibberd's ten-storeyed 'the Lawn' of 1951 is often referred to as the first tower block in Britain and it set 

a precedent for other high blocks which provide variety. By 1980 some thirty private firms had designed 

houses in the town, and they worked alongside the architects of the development corporation and the 

district council. The result has been a great variety of designs within the master plan. Variety was also 
achieved by the use of different types of brick and of weatherboarding or plaster facings.  In addition to 

the council housing some small areas were designated for private development. They are characterized by 

low density, detached houses of traditional form. Most of the large commercial buildings were designed by 

architects commissioned by the occupiers. They include Harlow Town station, the adjacent offices of the 
Longman Group, A. & W. Gilbey's offices and distillery near the town centre and their warehouse at River 

Way, and the British Petroleum office tower on the western edge of the town.  

 

The principal roads form an irregular grid. Four main roads run east to west to join the old London-
Cambridge road, which was realigned in 1961 to bypass Potter Street. Since 1975 that road has been 

linked with the London-Cambridge motorway south-east of the new town.  The new town's road system 

made little use of existing roads, which became cycleways or footpaths connecting residential areas and 

open spaces.  
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The main railway line from London to Cambridge, running through the Stort valley, was electrified in 

1961, and the station at Burnt Mill was rebuilt as the main station and renamed Harlow Town station. The 
former Harlow station became Harlow Mill station, a halt serving Old Harlow.  A heliport, south-east of the 

High, was opened in 1955, but is seldom used.  

 

It was expected that the provision of local shopping centres and cycleways, and the proximity of housing 
to industry, would obviate the need for internal public transport except for bus services along the main 

roads to the town centre, where a depot was opened in 1961. In Harlow as elsewhere, however, the 

inadequacy of bus services, especially for journeys across the town, stimulated the growth of car 

ownership, leading in turn to a decline in the number of passengers and further cuts in services. In 1974 
an experimental 'pick-me-up' service, arranged by telephone or postcard, was opened between Old 

Harlow and the town centre.  

 

A branch post office was opened in 1952 at the Stow, Mark Hall. A second branch, opened in the High in 
1956, became the head office in 1957. There are also branch offices at Bush Fair, Staple Tye, and Old 

Harlow. An automatic telephone exchange was opened in Fourth Avenue in 1965.  

 

Stone Cross hall, the High, was opened by the development corporation in 1956. It was taken over in 

1966 by the U.DC, renamed the Birdcage and modernized, especially for teenage entertainment. In 1972 
it was converted by Mecca Ltd. into a dance hall called Tiffany's. A temporary cinema, the Regal, was 

opened in 1952 in a factory on the Temple Fields industrial estate. It operated until 1960 when the 

Odeon, the High, was opened. The Playhouse, the High, comprising two theatres seating 450 and 150, an 

exhibition room, and restaurant was opened by the U.DC in 1971 and is run by a trust. The Alberni string 
quartet, which has an international reputation, was formed in 1963 in Harlow with a grant from the 

Calouste Gulbenkian foundation, and later received support from the district council.  The Harlow Music 

association, founded in 1957, and the Harlow Arts council 1964 are also assisted by local authority grants. 

An annual arts festival has been held since 1965. The Harlow Art trust 1953 collects works of art, chiefly 
modern sculpture, for display in the town. Its original funds were provided by the Elmgrant trust and the 

development corporation. By 1978 at least 29 items had been purchased, including works by Henry 

Moore, Barbara Hepworth, and Elisabeth Frink.  Cultural links with foreign countries were established by 

'twinning' in 1960 with Stavanger Norway and in 1977 with another new town, Velizy Villacoublay Seine et 

Oise, France. 
 

Sporting facilities include an outdoor centre and artificial boating lake beside the river Stort, a roller 

skating rink in the town park, and indoor and outdoor bowling greens at Tye Green. A bowling alley, 

opened in West Gate, the High, in 1961, was converted into a bingo hall in 1973. In 1980 the bingo club 
moved to a new hall in Terminus Street, leaving the West Gate site to be redeveloped. The Lucania 

snooker hall, above the central library extension, was opened in 1979.  In 1980 there were at least 80 

cultural and recreational societies in Harlow, besides those connected with churches and political groups. 

There are five youth clubs including Square One, formerly the Y.W.C.A. Galaxy club, Fourth Avenue. Six 
community associations sponsor evening classes and social activities, meeting in 4 community centres, 19 

residents' common rooms, and the Sumners family centre, opened in 1979, which is a joint school and 

community centre. The town show is held annually in August in the town park. 

 

Economic history 
The provision of employment was essential to the growth of the town, and the construction of two major 

industrial estates formed part of the master plan.  The development of two centres rather than one was 

planned in order to ease the flow of traffic, and to avoid the division of the town into separate working 

and living areas. The larger industrial estate, and the first to be developed, lies north-east of the town at 
Temple Fields; the smaller lies west at Pinnacles. A main road Edinburgh Way, Elizabeth Way connects 

them to each other, to the town centre, and to the railway. Both estates were built to a geometric plan: a 

grid of roads forming a series of rectangular 'superblocks'. The larger industries occupy the main road 

frontage, leaving space for expansion at the rear. At Temple Fields, north of Edinburgh Way, there is 

access to the railway from sidings. Smaller industries are accommodated in multiple units. Most factories 
were built by the development corporation, but some were built by industrialists to designs approved by 

the corporation. All are leased for periods between 21 and 99 years. There are two smaller estates, 

adjoining Bush Fair and Staple Tye centres, where service industries are located, and two warehouse 

areas at Burnt Mill and Riverway. 
 

Industrial expansion was slow before 1950, because of the difficulties of obtaining building licences and 

the complex regulations surrounding them. By 1950 there were twelve firms at Temple Fields. In 1956, 

when the first factory opened at Pinnacles, Temple Fields was almost fully developed, with space only for 
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expansion by existing industries. The Bush Fair and Staple Tye industrial areas were opened in the late 

1950s and the 1960s respectively. By 1967 there were 94 firms at Temple Fields, Pinnacles, and Bush 
Fair. Many industries were transferred or expanded from sites in London and brought their own 

employees. 

 

The development corporation encouraged diversity: light engineering, electronics, printing, and glass, 
food, and furniture manufacturers became established. In 1973 electrical engineering firms employed 

36.2 per cent of the working population. The largest factories are those of the International Telephone 

and Telegraph Corporation, Edinburgh Way, and its associates Standard Telephones and Cables, West 

Road, and Standard Telecommunication Laboratories, London Road, which together employed 8,000 in 
1979, in the manufacture of electronic equipment. Cossor Electronics, a subsidiary of the A C Cossor 

Group, and owned by the Raytheon Co. U.S.A., design and manufacture electronic products. The 

company, which originated in Clerkenwell, London, in the 1890s, opened with 200 workers, in Edinburgh 

Place, Temple Fields, where the first British V.H.F. radios were made, before moving in the late 1950s to 
Elizabeth Way, where in 1979 some 1,800 were employed.  B. & R. Relays, South Road, Temple Fields, 

part of Greenbrook Securities, making automatic starter controls, switches, and electro-magnetic relays, 

opened in 1955 and by 1979 employed c250 workers. The Electrical Remote Control Co., Bush Fair, 

makers of electronic and electromechanical timers, began work in South Road before moving to Bush Fair. 

 
In 1973 mechanical engineering firms employed 15 per cent of the workforce. Pitney-Bowes at Elizabeth 

Way, a subsidiary of Pitney-Bowes IncU.S.A., manufacturers of franking machines, in 1979 employed 

1,500 workers. Other engineering firms operating in 1980 include Raymond F. Thompson, toolmakers, 

and Beard and Fitch, gear cutters, both in Edinburgh Way; Greenpar Engineering, Station Works; and 
Smith's Harlow, Barrows Road, precision engineering. There are many small light engineering firms. 

Harlow Engineering Training Centre Ltd. was opened in 1967 at Staple Tye. Precious metals are refined by 

Johnson Matthey Metals, Edinburgh Way, which originated in 1954 as the Harlow Metal Co., the 

production division of Messrs. Johnson and Matthey and Co. In 1977 there were 200 employees.  
 

Chemical and allied industries include Revertex Chemicals, Edinburgh Way, and its associate Harlow 

Chemical Co., Central Road, employing 1,170 in 1979 in making emulsions for paints and adhesives, and 

polymers for paper coating. The Beecham Group has a medicinal research centre, extended in 1978, in 

Coldharbour Road, Pinnacles,  Lorilleux and Bolton, South Road, Temple Fields, and Colora Printing, 
Harolds Road, Pinnacles, manufacture printing inks. In 1980 there were eight printing firms, including 

Shenval Holdings, South Road; Dorstal Press, West Road, part of the British Printing Corporation, who are 

also bookbinders; and Thos. Preston Harlow, a subsidiary of the Jefferson Smurfit Group Eire. At Pinnacles 

the Kores Manufacturing Co., West Road, makes carbon papers, stencil and typewriter ribbons, while 
E.S.A. Creative Learning, Horsecroft Road, manufactures educational stationery and equipment; in 1979 

each had over 250 employees. 

 

Other large industries include U.G. Glass Containers, Edinburgh Way, which originated as Key Glassworks, 
one of the first factories at Temple Fields. The Quadrant Glass Co., Harolds Road, Flo-rite Glassware, 

Horsecroft Place, and G. Springham and Co., South Road, manufacture scientific and laboratory 

glassware. Blakdale N.S.E., Howard Way, employed 600 in 1979 making steel office equipment. The 

largest furniture manufacturers, employing 2,500 workers in 1979, are Schreiber Furniture, Howard Way, 
a subsidiary of the General Electric Co. The timber mills of Walter Gould and Sons are at River Way. The 

Co-operative Wholesale Society has a large biscuit factory at Barrows Road, Pinnacles. 

 

Commercial development was planned as part of the economic growth of the town, but the building of 

large office blocks was delayed until work began, in the late 1950s, on the town centre.  Local and central 
government departments, insurance, banking, finance and business services were attracted. Aylmer 

House was opened in 1959; Crown Gate offices, later Beaufort House, and the eight-storeyed Rank House 

were complete by 1961; Adams, Terminus, Rothwell, and Westgate Houses and the Rows are multi-storey 

office blocks completed by 1975. Harvey House, a nine-storeyed block and part of the final phase of 
building in the town centre, was expected to accommodate 300 more office workers by 1981.  Offices, a 

bonded warehouse, and a distillery were opened in Fourth Avenue, north of the High, in 1963 by 

International Distillers and Vintners, the holding company of Gilbey's, wine and spirit merchants, later 

part of Grand Metropolitan. The company opened a distribution warehouse, the largest in Europe, in 1972 
in Riverway.  George G. Sandeman & Sons, port and sherry shippers, opened offices and a warehouse in 

1973 in Elizabeth Way. British Petroleum in 1966 completed new offices on 1.6 ha. 3.95 a. in Third 

Avenue, and in 1977 were employing 950.  The Longman Group, publishers, has occupied Longman 

House, Burnt Mill, since 1968. 
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The High is also a shopping precinct and has 160 shops, including branches of the main multiple stores 

and two department stores. Another 177 shops are located in four centres at the Stow, Bush Fair, Staple 
Tye, and Old Harlow, and in 18 sub-centres. A market, opened in 1956, is held in the market square, the 

High, every Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. 

 

Local Government 
The Harlow development corporation was established in 1947 by the Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning, from the Advisory Board set up under the New Towns Act, 1946.  The corporation was financed 

by the government by means of loans for up to 60 years, and had wide powers to acquire land, to provide 

basic services, and to direct the building of the new town.  It worked closely with Essex county council 

and private enterprises to provide schools, welfare facilities, and police and health services. The chairman 
and eight members of the board of the corporation were appointed for their knowledge of town planning, 

housing, social welfare, and local government. From 1955 the board also included local councillors 

appointed by the government. There have been four chairmen: Sir Ernest Gowers 1947–50; Sir Richard 

Costain 1950–66; Sir John Newsom 1966– 71; and Mr. Bernard J. Perkins from 1971. The Board 
appointed a working committee composed of a general manager and seven chief officers, each responsible 

for his own department. From 1955 the corporation began to hand over its functions to the newly formed 

Harlow district council. By 1978 the corporation's work was virtually complete. It was intended that by the 

end of 1980 its remaining industrial and commercial assets should be transferred to the Commission for 
the New Towns and it should then be disbanded. 

 

Public Services 

The master plan for Harlow included the provision of public services and amenities, which were to be 

extended as the town grew.  Gas and electricity, supplied by the Eastern Gas and the Eastern Electricity 
boards, were available from the beginning. Water was supplied by the Herts. and Essex Water Co., from 

1960 part of the Lee Valley Water Co., at first from deep bores in the chalk in Hertfordshire. A reservoir 

was opened in 1954 at Rye Hill Herts. and in 1955 headworks came into use at Sacombe Herts.. 

Sewerage was provided as part of the Middle Lee regional drainage scheme, by the development 

corporation, acting as 'caretaker authority' from 1956 to 1974, when the Thames Water Authority was 
formed. A main trunk sewer opened in 1952 and the first stage of Rye Meads Herts. sewage works was 

built between 1950 and 1956. A second stage was complete by 1965. 

 

Housing was almost entirely provided and managed by the development corporation until 1978, when 
responsibility was transferred to the DC The corporation built a few houses for sale, the first, in the mid 

1950s, being at Upper Park, Little Parndon, and some private building was allowed, at Latton Bush and 

elsewhere. Between 1971 and 1974 the corporation sold 3,500 dwellings to sitting tenants. In 1979 the 

DC owned 21,000 dwellings. 
 

Open spaces were an essential part of the master plan. Four major green 'wedges' were designed to 

penetrate the town centre between the built-up areas. The northern wedge became the site of the town 

park, which comprises 66 ha. 163 a. Formal playing fields and playgrounds were provided between the 
housing areas. Existing woods were preserved and opened to the public, and a nature reserve was 

established at Parndon wood. In 1960 a sports centre, managed by a trust and comprising an athletic 

arena and stadium, was opened west of the town park. It was extended in 1964, 1970, and 1975, and 

provides both indoor and outdoor facilities, including a ski-slope.  In 1964 an 18-hole golf course at 

Canons Brook, Elizabeth Way, designed by Henry Cotton, was leased by the trust. A swimming pool was 
opened in 1961 north of First Avenue. 

 

The local health service was among the most original of those designed for the new towns. It was based 

on the creation of group practice health centres for doctors, dentists, and county council welfare clinics, 
served by a central hospital. The project was financed by the Nuffield Provincial Hospitals trust; the 

buildings, rented by the users, were designed and managed by the development corporation. From 1962 

Harlow had a separate health area sub-committee, whose functions were transferred in 1974 to Essex 

area health authority. The first family health centre opened in 1952 in temporary premises at Haygarth 
House. In 1955 Nuffield House, the Stow, replaced Haygarth House, and two new centres were opened, 

Sydenham House, Pypers Hatch, to serve Netteswell, and Osler House, Prentice Place, for the Potter 

Street area. By 1977 there were eight group-practice centres and two specialist centres. Princess 

Alexandra hospital, Hamstel Road, with 450 beds, was built in three stages between 1958 and 1966. 

Harlow industrial health service, founded in 1955 and initially financed by the Nuffield Provincial Hospitals 
trust, is supported by contributions from member firms. It has three centres: Edinburgh House, Temple 

Fields; Perry Watlington House, Pinnacles; and the engineering training centre, Staple Tye. Parndon Wood 
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crematorium and cemetery, Great Parndon, were opened in 1961 by the U.DC  A fire station was 

completed in 1957 in Fourth Avenue, north of the High. 
 

The county library opened its first Harlow branch in 1955 in the Stow.  The central library, the High, was 

opened in 1963, and extended in 1979, by which date there were also branches at Bush Fair, Old Harlow, 

Potter Street, and Staple Tye. Harlow museum opened in 1973 in Passmores, a converted Georgian 
house, south of Third Avenue.  

 

Education 
The provision of schools for Harlow was one of the main concerns of the Essex education committee in the 

1950s. The committee was hampered by shortages of money, labour, and materials, and diverted to the 
new towns resources needed for the improvement of old rural schools.  The initial plan for Harlow schools 

had to be revised frequently in the following years to match the changing pace and location of house 

building. Many of the schools were designed by private architects, although the county architect's 

department was the coordinating authority and designed some of the larger units.  The first new primary 
school was opened in 1951 and the first secondary school in 1954. By 1979 thirty-four county schools had 

been built, including 3 which were closed in the 1970s, and 2 special schools. The Church of England 

opened a new primary school, the Roman Catholics a secondary school and 3 primary schools. In the 

following accounts of primary and secondary schools temporary enlargements are omitted and an address 
is not given when it is part of the school's name. Unless otherwise described, they are county schools, the 

primary schools are for juniors and infants, and the secondary schools are mixed. 

 

Primary schools 

Tany's Dell schools opened in 1951 as a temporary school at Mark Hall and moved to new buildings in 
1952. Mark Hall was used as an annexe until 1960 when 2 classrooms were added at Tany's Dell.  

Broadfields schools, Freshwaters, opened in 1954 and were enlarged in 1955 and 1959.  An English 

language centre for immigrant children in West Essex was opened there in 1969. The Spinney schools, 

Cook's Spinney, opened in 1954 and were enlarged in 1955. Potter Street junior school, Carter's Mead, 
opened in 1954 to replace the junior department of the Common Church school, and the adjacent infant 

school opened in 1958 when the Church school closed. The old school, later a Masonic hall, was used as 

an annexe in the 1960s.  

 
Hare Street schools, Little Grove Field, opened in 1955. Little Parndon schools, Park Mead, which were 

opened in 1955, received children from Rivermill and Spring Hills schools in 1974 and 1975.  The Downs 

school, the Hides, opened in 1955, was enlarged in 1958 and 1961, and rebuilt after being badly damaged 

by fire in 1968.  Purford Green schools opened in 1956 in the former Common Church school and moved 

to new buildings later that year. St. Alban's Roman Catholic school, First Avenue, opened in 1956. Spring 
Hills school, Fold Croft, opened in 1958 and closed in 1975, when the remaining children were transferred 

to Little Parndon school, to which the Spring Hills buildings were temporarily annexed.  Jerounds schools, 

Pyenest Road, originated in 1958 as Great Parndon temporary school, in the buildings of the former 

Church school. In 1963 the schools were renamed and the juniors moved to a wing of Stewards secondary 
school. The infants moved to new buildings in 1964 and the juniors in 1965. The schools were enlarged in 

1968. Pear Tree school, Trotters Road, opened in 1959. 

 

Holy Cross Roman Catholic school, Tracyes Road, opened in 1960 and was enlarged c1965.  Waterhouse 
Moor school opened in 1961 and in 1962 was reorganized as separate junior and infant schools, which 

were reunited in 1970. In 1977 the former infant building was annexed to Harlow technical college. 

Abbotsweld junior school opened in 1961 and the adjacent infant school in 1964. Both were enlarged in 

1967. Rivermill school, Hodings Road, opened in 1961, was reorganized in 1973 as a junior school, and 
closed in 1974 when the remaining children went to Little Parndon school. Latton Green schools, Riddings 

Lane, opened in 1962 in the infant building. The junior school was completed in 1963. Peterswood junior 

school, Paringdon Road, completed in 1964 before the neighbouring houses were built, was temporarily 

used by children from Abbotsweld area.  The adjacent infant school was completed in 1966, and both 

schools were enlarged in 1968. St. Luke's Roman Catholic school, Pyenest Road, was opened in 1965 and 
enlarged in 1966 and 1972. Kingsmoor junior school, Ployters Road, opened in 1966, was used by juniors 

and infants until the adjacent infant school was ready in 1967. The schools were enlarged in 1972. 

Westfield school, Tendring Road, opened in 1968 and closed in 1977 when the remaining children went to 

Abbotsweld schools. 
 

St. James's Church of England school, Paringdon Road, opened in 1972. Maunds Wood school, Parnall 

Road, and Milwards school, Paringdon Road, opened in 1973. Katherine's school, Brookside, opened in 
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1974. Sumners school opened in 1977 in temporary premises at the former Westfield school and moved 

to new buildings in 1978. Harlowbury school, off Watlington Road, opened in 1978. 
 

Secondary schools 

The schools, originally planned as experimental bilateral schools, had become comprehensive by 1957 and 

were so named in 1964.  Mark Hall school, First Avenue, was opened in 1954 as a modern/technical 
school, and enlarged in 1973. Netteswell school, the Hides, was opened as a modern/grammar school in 

1955 and enlarged in 1967 and 1970. Brays Grove school, Tracyes Road, was opened in 1957, and 

enlarged in 1967.  Latton Bush school, Southern Way, opened in 1959, was enlarged in 1972, and 

Passmores school, Tendring Road, opened in 1959 in part of Latton Bush school, moved in 1961 to new 
buildings which were enlarged in 1969. Burnt Mill school, First Avenue, opened in 1962 in part of 

Passmores school and moved later that year to new buildings, which were enlarged in 1969. Stewards 

school, Parnall Road, opened in 1963 and was enlarged in 1969. St. Mark's Roman Catholic school, 

Tripton Road, opened in 1965 in part of Holy Cross primary school and moved to new buildings in 1966. It 
was enlarged in 1967 and 1975. 

 

Further Education 

Harlow technical college, the High, originally West Essex college of further education, was built in three 

phases between 1957 and 1968.  By 1961 advanced work had been developed there because of the 
difficulty of travelling to South West Essex technical college, Walthamstow.  In 1962 the college became 

an area technical college and was renamed.  In the 1960s and 1970s neighbouring church and club 

premises were used to relieve overcrowding, and in 1977 an annexe was established in the former infant 

school at Waterhouse Moor.  Evening institutes opened at Burnt Mill c1963 and Latton Bush c1962. 
 

Parish of Netteswell 
Netteswell ancient parish, comprising 1,552 a. 628 ha., was bounded east by Latton and west by Great 

and Little Parndon. Like Latton it was a long, narrow parish extending south from the river Stort.  When 

Little Parndon parish was abolished in 1946 that area was transferred to Netteswell, but in 1949 the 

southern part of the enlarged parish was transferred to North Weald Bassett.  The remainder of 
Netteswell, which lay within Harlow town, was in 1955 merged in the new parish and urban district of 

Harlow.  

 

The terrain rises from the Stort valley, 40 m above sea level, to 110 m. in the south. Boulder clay and 
London clay form the upper slopes, and glacial gravel the lower.  The southern end of the parish, 

originally wooded, was cleared in the Middle Ages, and Netteswell and Copshall commons survived in that 

area until 1851.  

 

Netteswell c1875 
Until the later 19th century Netteswell was thinly populated and entirely rural. There were 35 tenants of 

the manor in 1230.  Eleven men were assessed to the lay subsidy in 1327 and 32 in 1525.  There were 47 

houses in 1670.  The population was 288 in 1801. After rising to 365 in 1851 it fell to 332 in 1881. In the 

1880s Kirkaldy's engineering works was opened near the railway station at Burnt Mill, in the north-west 
corner of the parish, and by 1891 the population had leapt to 555. It continued to rise, with fluctuations, 

to 672 in 1931.  

 

The ancient pattern of roads and settlement appears to have changed little until the later 19th century.  A 
spinal road from Netteswell common ran northwards past Tye Green, continuing as Netteswell formerly 

Hole  Street to Netteswell Cross on the Roydon road, and as Mill Street later Station Road, and afterwards 

Spring Street to Burnt Mill, where a bridge over the Stort was recorded from 1607.  In the Middle Ages 

the manor house and the church lay on Netteswell Street, and there were hamlets at Netteswell Cross, at 

Tye Green, and on the northern edge of Netteswell common. There seems to have been no settlement 
between Netteswell Cross and the mill until Redmells later Marshgate Farm was built, probably in the later 

17th century.  

 

In the later 18th century there were only 'a few mean scattered houses' in the parish, apart from the 
manor house and the rectory.  Spurriers, west of Marshgate Farm, was built c1870 by William Cox, a 

London solicitor, who transferred to it the name of an earlier house at Netteswell Cross, probably derived 

from the family of Richard Spurrier fl. 1409.  In the earlier 19th century the only buildings at Burnt Mill 

were the mill house, the railway station, and a lock-keeper's cottage, but after the opening of Kirkaldy's 
works a number of houses were built in Station Road, and by 1897 Burnt Mill had become a large village.  

Between the two world wars three small council estates were built at Netteswell Cross.  
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Netteswell’s old settlements have been engulfed by Harlow town. The village at Burnt Mill has been almost 

entirely demolished, Netteswell Cross is preserved in the New Town park, and Tye Green is surrounded by 
new building. Old buildings preserved at Netteswell Cross include Hoppits, a timber-framed house of two 

storeys, largely of the 17th century but incorporating part of an earlier house of one storey with attics. Hill 

House Farm is a tall timber-framed house of the late 17th century, partly encased in red brick. Marshgate 

Farm, timber-framed and weatherboarded, probably dates from the late 17th century. At Tye Green are 
Oak End, a 17thcentury cottage, originally of two-roomed plan, and Jean's Yardling, formerly Tye Green 

Farm, a timber-framed house possibly of medieval origin but remodelled in the 17th century. Orchard 

Cottage, one of the houses along the edge of the common, appears to have been originally a small 

cottage of one storey with attics, but was heightened to two storeys in the 19th century. 
 

There were two inns at Netteswell in the 18th century. The Chequers, Commonside Road, was 

built c1745. It has continued to trade under that name, but c1965 the business was transferred to a new 

building next door, and the old building, dating from the 18th century, became a private house.  The 
White Horse, Netteswell Cross, was recorded from 1755.  It seems to have become the Hare and 

Hounds c1802 and the Greyhound by 1819.  It is a small brick building of c1800, with substantial later 

additions. 

 

In 1741 coaches from Harlow to Hoddesdon Herts. were passing Netteswell Cross.  The Northern and 
Eastern railway line from London via Broxbourne Herts., reached Harlow in 1841, with a station at Burnt 

Mill, and was extended to Cambridge in 1845.  A post office, opened by 1878, had been transferred by 

1902 from Netteswell Cross to Spring Street.  The parish had piped water from c1894. Main drainage was 

apparently installed at Burnt Mill c1905, to prevent pollution of the Stort, but Tye Green and Netteswell 
Common were not sewered until Harlow town was built. Electric street lighting was provided in 1937.  

 

The manor of Netteswell 

 or Netteswellbury, conterminous with the parish of Netteswell, was one of the manors given by Earl 

Harold in 1060 to his college of secular canons at Waltham Holy Cross, a grant confirmed by the king in 

1062.  The manor was not listed among the college's possessions in Domesday Book, and it is possible 
that it was included in the large manor of Waltham then held by the bishop of Durham.  The bishop's 

manor was seized by William II, but between 1096 and 1189 Waltham college, later priory and then 

abbey, gradually acquired the whole manor by a series of royal grants. Netteswell came into the hands of 

Henry II, who in 1177 granted it, along with some lands in Waltham Holy Cross, to Waltham priory, on its 
refoundation.  

 

It was sold and handed down through the years and on Thomas Blackmore's death in 1824 Netteswell 

passed to Charles d. 1869, son of Charles and Mary Phelips, who sold Old House and Marshgate farms in 
1867 to L W Arkwright, owner of Mark Hall, Latton. His son Charles J Phelips died in 1903, and the 

remainder of Netteswell was then sold to L J W Arkwright of Mark Hall. In 1947 Netteswell was sold with 

most of the Mark Hall estate to Harlow development corporation.  

 
Netteswellbury manor house adjoined the church to the west. It was let to tenants until c1640, when Sir 

William Martin moved there. It seems to have remained the family seat until the death of William Martin 

in 1717.  He is said to have rebuilt it during Queen Anne's reign.  In 1771, however, it was described as 'a 

large, ancient, venerable edifice', which suggests that Martin had only extended or improved the previous 

building.  The house was partly demolished by Thomas Blackmore d. 1789, who intended to rebuild it for 
his younger son, but did not complete the work. The remainder of the house was pulled down c1820, and 

a new farm house was built on an adjoining site.  

 

The farm buildings include a large aisled barn, probably late medieval, north-east of the house. Another 
aisled barn, east of the house, may be of 16th-century origin, but has later extensions to the south.  

 

Economic History 
Tradesmen recorded in the parish included a weaver 1558, a ploughwright 1583, a clothier 1623, and a 

tanner 1700.  In the 18th century there was a tanyard at Tanyard or Tannery later Netteswell House, 
west of Netteswell Cross. It seems to have closed by 1840.  A malt house, opposite Spurriers at 

Netteswell Cross, was mentioned in 1782.  

 

John Kirkaldy Ltd., marine engineers of Limehouse Lond., bought Burnt Mill in 1885 and built a factory on 
the site. During the First World War there were about 300 workers, but the firm became too dependent on 

Admiralty orders: after the war business declined, and the works were closed c1930.  Most of the factory 

buildings were demolished, though a surviving part of the premises was occupied during the Second 
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World War by a food-distributing firm. In 1957 part of the site was occupied by a small factory making 

projectors.  
 

Netteswell allotments, Commonside Road, were founded in 1851 by the inclosure award, which granted 3 

a. from Netteswell common for the use of the labouring poor.  They were still in use in 1979, under the 

management of Harlow district council.  
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Islington General 
Roads 
In the early 19th century four new turnpike roads were built in the parish.  Archway Road, built in 1813 to 

bypass Highgate Hill; New North Road, built by 1823 to bypass the town; Caledonian Road, originally the 
Chalk Road but renamed after the Caledonian asylum, was built in 1826; Camden Road and Seven Sisters 

Road was the last of the major through routes, completed in 1834 

 

Originally small bridges crossed tributaries of Hackney brook, but by 1826 they were culverted. Three 
bridges crossed the New River, at Green Lanes, Ball's Pond Lane (St. Paul's Road), and City Road, all 

maintained by the New River Co. Bridges over the canal at Maiden Lane and Frog Lane and the tunnel 

were maintained by the Regent's Canal Co.  

 
Traffic growth 

1790s - two local stage coaches ran return journeys every hour: Chilton's coach to the Royal Exchange 

and George Jenk's to the Exchange and Temple Bar, and a carrier ran a daily return service between the 

Angel in Well's Row (Highbury Corner) and the Flower Pot, Bishopsgate.   
1816 -  shortstage service of three coaches daily made return journeys between London and Holloway.  

1825 – 11 coaches making 53 return journeys a day terminated at Islington, with four more at Highgate 

making to return journeys.   

1829 - the first omnibus service was operated by George Shillibeer New Road past the Angel to the Bank.  

1838 - 55 vehicles using the New Road, 42 omnibuses served Islington, then 15 ran to Kennington Gate, 
two to the Elephant and Castle, and one to Albany Road (possibly Southwark); from Holloway 19 ran to 

the City and two to Charing Cross; two ran from Highgate to the Bank, and another from Highbury Barn 

to the Royal Exchange.   

In the next two decades builders in Islington and Holloway promoted omnibus services.  E. & J. Wilson of 
Holloway ran the largest fleet in the parish then sold to London General Omnibus Co.  

 

1871 - the first tramway in Islington by the North Metropolitan Tramways Co. from the Nag's Head, 

Holloway Road, to the Angel via both Upper Street and Liverpool Road, and on to Finsbury Square.  New 
routes opened nearly every year. 

1906 - electric tram service from Highbury station along Upper Street to the Angel and on to Rosebery 

Avenue, it was extended each year. 

 

Motor buses had superseded horse buses on the LGOC's routes from Highbury Barn and Barnsbury by 
1911.  Trolleybuses replaced trams from 1938, and were in turn replaced by buses in 1961.  

 

Canal 
There was an extension of the Paddington branch of the Grand Junction canal to run from near the 
Paddington basin to the Thames at Limehouse.  It was intended to link the Thames with the Midlands, but 

it was local transport which became much more important, particularly in carrying coal, by 1835 one-fifth 

of all coal imported into London entered the canal, mostly for local use. Building materials also formed 

much of the tonnage, which more than doubled between 1823 and 1832. The growing trade attracted 

building along the canal: privately owned basins included Horsfall basin, near York Way, opened in 1825, 
with warehouses, depots, and businesses nearby.  Most trade was local, however, by the early 20th 

century, the Midlands traffic having been largely lost to rail.  In 1929 the Regent's and Grand Junction 

canals joined in a new Grand Union Canal Co., which was transferred to the British Transport Commission 

in 1948.  Commercial craft belonged only to private carriers after 1963, when the canal passed to the 
British Waterways Board. Locally the canal became important both for boating and for waterside walks. 

 

Railway 
In 1845 the East & West India Docks & Birmingham Junction Railway constructed a line between the 

London and North Western's goods station at Camden Town and the West India docks.  Although it 
followed a roundabout route to the City, the service was both quick and cheap and catered for a large 

residential area, cutting across the middle of the parish.  Known as the North London Railway from 1853, 

it opened a line to its own City terminus at Broad Street in 1865, and services to Fenchurch Street ceased 

after 1868.  The line ran in a cutting from Caledonian Road to Dalston, so preserving the middle-class 
character of the area nearby. Stations serving Islington and opened in 1850 were Islington (called 

Highbury from 1872) at Highbury Corner, and Kingsland in Hackney, just north of the present Dalston 

Junction which replaced it in 1865.  Caledonian Road was opened in 1852, replaced a little eastward by 

Barnsbury in 1870 (renamed Caledonian Road and Barnsbury from 1893), which from 1855 was much 

used as access to the Metropolitan market; the N.L.R. also built a cattle terminal at Maiden Lane in 1854 



 23 

in expectation of the market.  Newington Road and Ball's Pond was opened in 1858 but replaced a little 

westward by Canonbury in 1870, when the lines were quadrupled. By the 1870s the neighbourhood had 
been built over and a further station, Mildmay Park, was opened in 1880. Another, Maiden Lane, was 

added on the western boundary of the parish in 1887.  

 

The last stretch of the Great Northern Railway's line under Copenhagen fields to its temporary terminal at 
Maiden Lane was opened in 1850.  Holloway and Caledonian Road was opened for passengers for London 

in 1852 and full service in 1856, and Seven Sisters Road in 1861, the latter merely two wooden platforms 

in a predominantly rural area. Connection to King's Cross and the City was opened by the Metropolitan 

Railway in 1863.  
 

A new tunnel under Copenhagen fields, opened 1886, and led eventually to the development of two 

underground lines serving Islington.  The GN & City Railway built a line from Finsbury Park to a City 

terminus at Finsbury Pavement (Moorgate) it was opened in 1904 with intermediate stations at Drayton 
Park, Highbury, and Essex Road, and later became the Highbury branch of the Northern line.  The Great 

Northern, Piccadilly & Brompton Railway opened a line, later the Piccadilly line, in 1906 between Finsbury 

Park and Hammersmith via London's west end, with stations at Gillespie Road, renamed Arsenal 

(Highbury Hill) 1932), Holloway Road, Caledonian Road, and York Road (corner of York Way and Bingfield 

Street). A third underground line (the Northern Line) opened in 1907 by the Charing Cross, Euston & 
Hampstead Railway, with stations at Highgate and Tufnell Park; Highgate station was successively 

renamed Archway (Highgate) in 1939, Highgate (Archway) in 1941, and Archway in 1947.  

 

The Underground stations reduced local use of the earlier lines and led to some closures.  Most of the 
passenger traffic at the GNR.'s Holloway Road station was lost to the Piccadilly line's station nearby from 

1906, until the former finally closed in 1915.  The NLR's Mildmay Park station closed in 1934, after a 

period of limited opening times, because residents worked in local industry rather than in the City.  The 

NLR's Maiden Lane station closed in 1916 as a wartime measure and did not reopen. The Piccadilly line's 
York Road station closed in 1932, probably because of social changes, and Junction Road and Hornsey 

Road stations both closed in 1943.  

 

House building 
The 19th century saw a rapid but erratic spread of building to cover the entire parish. The increase in 
population was large up to the 1860s: the decades of heaviest increase were 1841-51 with 71 per cent, 

1821-31 with 67 per cent, and 1851-61 with 63 per cent, and the other decades each had an increase 

of C49 per cent. After 1861 growth slowed considerably, to 38 per cent and 32 per cent respectively in 

the next two decades, and to 13 per cent and 5 per cent in the 1880s and 1890s.  The population growth 

was attributed solely to the increase in building in 1831.  The number of houses rose by 80 per cent 
between 1821 and 1831, 33 per cent between 1831 and 1841, 62 per cent between 1841 and 1851, and 

50 per cent between 1851 and 1861. Although it still rose by 35 per cent in the next decade, it fell from 

22 per cent in the 1870s to 9 and 1 per cent respectively in the last two decades of the century.  

 
The spread of building from the 1830s can be attributed to the introduction of omnibuses which allowed 

clerks and artisans to join merchants and professional men in living farther from their employment.  The 

decline of the southern half of Islington as a genteel suburb was as sudden as its rise, when better 

housing was built farther north at Highbury, Tollington Park, and Tufnell Park from the 1860s. Middle-
class Jews settled in Barnsbury from c1840 but by the time that a synagogue was opened for them in 

1868, migration had already turned towards Highbury.  The poor were also moving in, displaced by 

clearances, especially for railway yards at the termini; from Somers Town many very poor people settled 

in badly built streets near Tufnell Park, so reducing its attraction for the better-off.  In the 1890s the 
northern part of the parish began to lose its middle-class residents to outer Middlesex, and large houses 

fell into multioccupation. By 1903 Islington appeared 'dreary and depressing', with the largest population 

of all the London boroughs, very little open space, and above average overcrowding. Few well-to-do 

people remained, except in Highbury and Canonbury, and houses in spacious grounds had been replaced 

by crowded terraces to accommodate an influx of the working class.  The borough attracted a shifting 
population, especially in the south near King's Cross, Caledonian Road, and Upper Street. 

 

By 1921 Islington's housing was less overcrowded than it had been in 1911, although nearly 20 per cent 

of its families still lived with more than two persons to a room.  
 

Change was more rapid after the Second World War, when bombed sites could be used for new municipal 

housing, although it took time merely to replace the 3,200 houses destroyed in the war.  Between 1921 

and 1939 the borough had built 1,682 homes and the LCc1,951. By 1958 the borough had built 3,378 
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homes since 1946 and by 1962 the LCC had provided 2,834. Slum clearance was undertaken but in 1967 

of the London boroughs Islington still had the most multi-occupied dwellings, representing 59 per cent of 
the total, and the most households, 77 per cent of the total number, lacking such basic amenities as their 

own stove, sink, bath, and WC.  It was London's most densely populated MB. in 1951, being very short of 

public open space.  

 
The population was 10,212 in 1801 and rose steadily, to 22,417 in 1821, 37,316 in 1831, 95,329 in 1851, 

and 155,341 in 1861. Thereafter the rate of growth declined, and the population was 213,778 in 1871, 

282,865 in 1881, 319,143 in 1891 and 335,238 in 1901. It fell to 327,403 in 1911, rose again slightly to 

330,737 in 1921, but fell again to 321,795 in 1931, 235,632 in 1951, and 228,833 in 1961.  
 

Islington Town  
In the 18th century Islington's popularity as a resort was shown by the increased number of inns, many 

with skittle grounds, and more houses were built for residents and tradesmen.   

 

Growth in the 19th century mainly took the form of rebuilding and changes in use.  Commercial premises 
increased to serve a rapidly rising population, and many of the old houses in Lower Street were replaced 

by rows of shops.  The galleried Angel inn at the corner of High Street and Pentonville Road was rebuilt in 

1819 as a coaching hotel. Barnsbury Place in Upper Street had been built before 1811, on the garden of 

Harvey's house, and land behind was taken for the Church Missionary College, designed by William Brooks 
and built in 1824.   In 1837 the Literary and Scientific Institution, designed by Gough & Roumieu, was 

built in Wellington Street (later Almeida Road).   A little southward the Philharmonic Hall (Grand theatre) 

was built in 1860.  On the opposite side of the main road the first part of the Agricultural Hall was opened 

in 1861 for the Royal Smithfield Show, on a site that stretched back to Liverpool Road.  
 

The provision of working-class housing brought major changes after 1860. By the 1840s the town's 

population was mainly poor, living in overcrowded and decaying courts and yards off the main roads.   

Many of the courts had been the yards attached to inns: Swan, George, Wheatsheaf, and Rose and Crown 

yards were some of them, mostly at the lower end of the town.  
 

The widened Upper Street was reopened early in 1888 and the remaining land auctioned, in 17 plots 

between the green and Church Street and in 22 between Church Street and the vestry hall (Florence 

Street), and filled with substantial terraces of shops. Land adjoining the churchyard was sold for a new 
vicarage.  

 

Although Islington was not fashionable as a residence, High Street and Upper Street became a smart 

shopping area from the mid 19th century, rivalling Brompton Road, with many drapers, outfitters, and 
jewellers; in 1881 it was the 'classic ground' for trousseau shopping, and was particularly noted for 

underclothes.  Most of the 18th century buildings along the Hedgerow and Upper Street were given 

imposing shop fronts and in 1899 the Angel inn was rebuilt as a hotel, designed by Eedle & Meyers in pale 

terracotta stone with a corner cupola; it became a Lyons cornerhouse restaurant from 1921 to 1959.  
 

After the First World War more attempts were made to provide working-class housing. The Church 

Missionary Society sold its college in Upper Street in 1917 and the building was replaced with Suttons 

model dwellings, but most schemes were municipal and were concentrated between Upper Street and 

New North Road.  Halton Mansions on the east side of Halton Road was the first state-aided scheme in 
Islington.  It was followed in 1926 by Tyndale Mansions, and in 1934 Wakelin House on the west side of 

Sebbon Street. A private estate was built in 1936-7 by the Compton Housing Association between 

Canonbury Road and Sable Street. 

 
Growth in the western part of the parish was stimulated by the building in 1826 of a road from Holloway 

Road at Camden Road to King's Cross, but little of it was residential until the 1840s. The road was later 

named Caledonian Road after the Royal Caledonian asylum, built in 1827-8 on a 2-a. site in Copenhagen 

fields east of the road, to replace premises in Hatton Garden. The asylum had been incorporated in 1815 
as a charity to support and educate the children of Scottish servicemen killed or wounded in action and of 

poor Scots living in London. The building was designed by George Tappen in Greek revival style, with a 

central portico based on that of Philip of Macedon's temple at Delos, and was enlarged in 1844. It opened 

with 40 boys in 1828, increased to 56 by 1835, and from 1845 girls also were admitted. The school was 

recognized under the Elementary School Act in 1871, when 63 boys and 40 girls lived there under the 
auspices of the Established Church of Scotland. The children's Highland dress in Royal Stewart tartan 

attracted much attention in the neighbourhood, where the asylum remained until 1903.  
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In the 1850s in Hollingsworth Road a little farther east Mrs. Mary Tealby started a temporary home for 

lost dogs in stables behind nos. 15 and 16, raising funds from friends. After her death in 1865 the home 
was carried on by a committee which included her brother the Revd. Edward Bates. Although ridiculed by 

press and public, the home received benefactions and by 1869 was admitting an average of 850 dogs a 

month, with C200 kept there at any one time. Complaints about the noise in a residential area prompted 

a move in 1871 to more suitable premises, where the enterprise became the Battersea Dogs' Home.  
 

The remaining open land north of the market was built over in the 1860s and early 1870s. Penn Road, 

with St. Luke's church and the houses behind Camden Road, was built in the 1860s, as was the south-

west side of Hillmarton Road,  but the angle between Hillmarton and Caledonian roads was filled a little 
later. Hungerford Road was partially built up by 1862, from either end, and more houses there were 

leased in 1873.  The houses between Camden Road and the market, influenced by the proximity to Tufnell 

Park, were substantial terraced and detached buildings. 

 
In 1901 the LCC Caledonian asylum and after the occupants had moved out in 1903 replaced the building 

with 5 five-storeyed blocks containing 272 flats around a garden, designed by a Mr. Riley and completed 

in 1906.  They also rebuilt two of the worse areas at Brand Street and George's Road, known together as 

the Ring Cross estate and completed in 1928. At Brand Street two blocks with shops fronting Hornsey 

Road called Branston and Rollit houses were built to house 292 people, and Rollit Street was laid out to 
replace Brand Street.  

 

The greatest changes took place after the Second World War, at the cattle market, and at Westbourne 

Road. The Corporation of London sold Corporation Buildings to the borough council in 1935 and the 28-a. 
site of the Metropolitan market to the LCC after the market's closure in 1939. The 'flea market' known as 

the Caledonian market which had also been held there moved to Bermondsey. 

 

Upper Holloway 
By the late 16th century a gentleman's residence, probably a former farmhouse, stood at the foot of 

Highgate Hill, occupied in the early 17th century by Christopher Wase and later by the Masters and Blount 
families. A small house next to it was sold by the Blounts in the mid 17th century.  The Mother Red Cap 

inn stood almost opposite on the west side of the high road by the 1630s, when it seems to have been the 

haunt of prostitutes.  A little south of the Mother Red Cap was another inn by the 1680s, later known as 

the Horse and Groom.  Fields separated the hamlet from the next settlement south along the high road, 
at the junction with Roffe's or Cock Lane (later Tollington Way), where at least one inn, the Crown, stood 

in the early 17th century. Opposite the entrance to the lane by the early 18th century stood the Half 

Moon, noted for its Holloway cheesecakes.   

 
Little change occurred in the settlement pattern until the 1820s. In the hamlets, consisting mainly of 

farmhouses, inns, and craftsmen's shops, new houses were built and older ones improved. On the north-

east side of the high road at Upper Holloway some ancient houses in 1811 were thought to have once 

been occupied by gentry.  
 

One area was owned by Robert William Sievier, sculptor and inventor (d 1865), in 1848, on the south 

corner of Red Cap Lane (later Elthorne Road). Sievier, who invented several manufacturing processes, 

probably built the india-rubber works that stood at the end of his land by 1841. He also carried out 

experiments in electric telegraphy there. The house was called Old Manor House in 1851.   
 

Besides the old inns, the Mother Red Cap and the Horse and Groom, the Archway tavern had been built in 

the angle between Archway Road and Highgate Hill, while a few small terraces were appearing on the hill, 

including Bedford Place opposite the Whittington stone and Whittington Place and Gordon Place slightly 
higher on the west side. A little south of the Horse and Groom St. John's church was built in 1828 but still 

had fields on three sides. Hornsey Road had attracted even more building and by 1829 was filled with 

villas and cottages from Heame Lane to the new Hanley Road, with another isolated group half-way to 

Hornsey Lane. Tollington Park had also been laid out and a few villas built at the west end.  
 

The western part of Upper Holloway being still free of building, the Corporation of London bought 10 a. or 

more for a cemetery during the cholera epidemic of 1832 on the north side of Camden Road in 1848.  

Between 1849 and 1852 its house of correction for all classes of convicted criminals was built there. 

Designed by J. B. Bunning, the prison was notable for its front and gateway, a copy of Warwick Castle, 
built in Kentish rag with Caen stone dressings.  The prison was taken over by the government in 1878 and 

used only for women from c1903.  As Holloway prison, it became well known for the imprisonment of 

suffragettes, for internments during the Second World War, and for executions.  
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Upper Holloway also attracted a few industrial works, which brought strong objections from landowners 
and residents. A printers' ink factory was ordered to close in 1827, reopened, again closed in 1838, and 

had started up once more in 1853.  Brickmaking and lack of sewers were other nuisances that grew worse 

as building spread.  

 
A noticeable increase in building began in Upper Holloway in the 1840s. The Sons of the Clergy granted 

building leases for land around the Horse and Groom in 1842, and St. John's Park was partially laid out.  

Leases were granted in Hanley Road c1840, and by 1849 Hanley Road and Tollington Park were about half 

filled, mainly with terraces. Nos. 96-108 Tollington Park, attributed to Gough & Roumieu, were partly built 
1839-40.  Houses were also being built in Seven Sisters Road, which had replaced Heame Lane, and in 

roads leading off Holloway Road, between Parkhurst and Camden roads, and at the east end of Tufnell 

Park Road.  Building was still fairly scattered and many of the houses were detached villas with spacious 

grounds. 
 

Denser building began in the 1850s, especially east of Holloway Road where 110 houses were under 

construction at one time in 1851, as opposed to only 18 on the west side; 65 were being built in 

Cottenham Road (later Sussex Way) and the adjoining streets were also being started.  Long Lands 

estate, east of Hornsey Road, was bought by the St. Pancras, Marylebone and Paddington Freehold Land 
Society, and sold off in plots in 1851; the provisional street names, Reform, Franchise, Liberty, and 

Freehold, reflected the society's aim to create more voters, but were soon changed, to Alsen, Andover, 

Victor, and Durham roads.  The society also owned the Seven Sisters Road estate east of Long Lands, 

comprising Campbell (later Whadcoat) Road and the west side of Nightingale (Fonthill) Road, on which 
plots were sold off from 1857.  It had another estate on the west side of Holloway Road, where Hampden, 

Cromwell, and Rupert streets were laid out by the mid 1850s; two houses in Hampden Road were 

completed in 1855.  Other land societies were also laying out estates in Islington in the 1850s. The 

National Freehold Land Society had a small estate off Hornsey Rise just north of Hanley Road including 
Lambton and Grenville roads, and the Birkbeck Freehold Land Society laid out an area south of St. John's 

Road (later Way). North of St. John's Road a small area called St. John's Ville, immediately east of 

Whittington College, was under construction in the early 1850s, although only two of the planned streets 

were built by 1860.  

 
Farther west on Highgate Hill, where terraces lined the main road, Salisbury and Brunswick roads were 

built. The smallpox hospital was built in 1850 and St. Joseph's retreat in 1858. A few terraces appeared in 

Junction Road and St. John's Park, and roads were being laid across the estate of the Sons of the Clergy 

and land adjoining belonging to the Hargrave family. West of the prison Hilldrop Crescent and 
neighbouring streets were added to the substantial terraces and semi-detached villas that had been built 

along Camden Road and Brecknock Road. Just to the north the demesne land of the Tufnell estate had 

been set aside as Tufnell Park, with two roads (Carleton and Tufnell Park roads) lined with villas and with 

open space between the roads. By c1853, however, only the Lodge and a few houses at the junction of 
Carleton and Brecknock roads had been built.  

 

Not only were estates being built with much open space between them, but building was far from rapid or 

consistent even where a street plan had been laid down. Most of the streets started in the 1850s were not 
completed until the 1870s or 1880s, and in the 1890s early villas were replaced by terraces.  Sales of 

most of the St. Pancras Freehold Land Society's plots singly, or at not more than four to a person,  also 

made building progress erratic and had important social consequences, of which Campbell Road became 

the extreme example. Work started there in the 1860s but in 1871 only 63 houses out of the final 104 

were ready, with 16 more under way; the rest were finished slowly during the 1870s. While the street was 
unfinished it remained unpaved and unlighted and was used for rubbish, with the result that poorer 

tenants moved into the six-roomed houses intended for clerks and social decline set in from the start.  

Many of Islington's roughest streets in the 1930s had experienced the same early history: Rupert Road, 

another St. Pancras Freehold Land Society street, George's Road in Lower Holloway, and Bemerton Road 
and its adjoining streets in Barnsbury.  

 

Although much infilling remained to be completed, by the late 1860s land north of the GNR and Holloway 

Road as far as the Tottenham and Hampstead line had few open areas, the principal ones being south of 
Hanley Road, land adjoining the GNR, most of which soon became the railway company's goods and coal 

yards, and land north and west of the City workhouse, built c1860 in Cornwallis Road.  Two of the smaller 

spaces were nursery grounds. Other parts of North Islington were less densely built over but apart from 

Tufnell Park and the fields around it, and those around Islington workhouse in St. John's Way, open 

ground was scattered in small parcels. Houses with large gardens were being divided: the Hollies east of 
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Crouch Hill was sold off in 20 plots as Holly Park from 1864-7.  Progress was made on the Hargrave 

estate.  
 

Building in Tufnell Park had started around St. George's church and been extended in Carleton Road, the 

scheme for a park having been abandoned and the whole area being gradually laid out for building.  

Houses here were still substantial villas similar to those in Tollington Park and Hanley Road, and demand 
for them was apparently not as high as for lower middle-class terraces, which by the 1860s predominated 

among the finished houses. Several institutions acquired healthy sites on the higher ground at the 

northern end of the parish. St. Mary's workhouse school had been built in Hornsey Road in 1853, and the 

new workhouse called Islington Institution in St. John's Road in 1865.  The Alexandra orphanage for 
infants, a charity to house and educate children up to the age of 8 was built between Hazelville and 

Sunnyside roads. In 1871, when 101 children were receiving school instruction and another 11 were in 

the nursery, the orphanage was described as very interesting and well conducted.  The Aged Pilgrims 

Friend Society built a home for 120 pensioners at the northern corner of St. John's Road and Hazelville 
Road in 1870. The two-storeyed building was designed by F. Boreham in Tudor Gothic style around a 

large courtyard with chapel, hall, and committee rooms.  Holborn union built its infirmary on the west side 

of Archway Road between 1875 and 1885.  

 

From the 1870s the remaining land was filled and existing streets were completed, until by the mid 1890s 
the only open spaces were the grounds of the institutions, two sports grounds, and the gardens of a few 

large houses, especially along Hornsey Lane. Most of the building was in crowded terraces  of the 1870s 

and early 1880s. By 1886 Tufnell Park was partly filled: Carleton Road was lined with detached and semi-

detached houses, but open ground remained in Anson, Hugo, and Dalmeny roads, west and north of All 
Saints' church. Campdale Road had been laid but not built up and to its west the land had become a 

sports field by the 1890s. Mercers Road, on land belonging to the Mercers' Company, was partially built 

up. Pemberton Road terminated in land which also became a sports ground, and the south side of 

Hargrave Road was still open in 1886. Between Highgate Hill and Archway Road building had started in 
Despard and Bismarck roads, north of Holborn infirmary. On the east side of Archway Road the large 

houses, Whithall and Alpha Villas, stood on Hornsey Lane but between them and Whittington College and 

Miranda Road the land was still open in 1886. Building had started in Cheverton, Dresden, and Ashmount 

roads, with some detached houses in Hazelville Road and the still mainly empty Sunnyside Road. In the 

north-east corner of the parish Holly Park had been completed with detached houses, and on the 
boundary Mount Pleasant House, standing in the 1860s, had been replaced by terraces that belonged 

more to Crouch End than Upper Holloway, as a GNR branch line cut them off from the rest of Crouch Hill. 

Some detached houses stood on the north side of Warltersville Road, but on the south side Warltersville 

House still had much open land behind it in the 1890s. Roads like Hanley Road and Tollington Park, 
started in the 1840s, were finished by the mid 1890s, but some large villas on the south side of Tollington 

Park were replaced by small terraced houses in Birnam Road in the late 1890s.  

 

The latest estate was Whitehall Park, designed by R W Hill and begun in 1889, Whitehall Park and 
Gladsmuir Road being completed in 1891, Cressida Road in 1892, and Harberton Road in 1893.  The 

original house, Whitehall, was not sold for building until 1910, when it included land on three sides 

through which Fitzwarren Avenue had been laid in a crescent around the south side with an exit into 

Whitehall Park.  Some building took place soon after the sale, but many houses were not built until the 
period between the World Wars. Many small infillings included six houses in College Gardens, which were 

built between nos. 4 and 6 Carleton Road c1900 in the grounds of the former Queen's College private 

school.  

 

Growth nearby brought changes to Holloway Road, as a centre for commerce and services. Tradesmen 
and craftsmen had lived along the road since it was first recorded, and with the spread of building the 

range of activities increased, particularly along the east side.  Towards the end of the 19th century the 

stretch of Holloway Road north-west of the GNR line became an important shopping area with some 

substantial firms all on the east side, including (from south to north) Jones Bros., linen drapers (nos. 348-
66), Beale's, refreshment contractors and confectioners (nos. 370-4), Thomas Usher, tailors (nos. 376-

80), Ephraim Hart & Co., house furnishers (nos. 404-6, 416-20), and B. Davies, fancy drapers (nos. 426-

34). The west side of the road remained mainly residential from Loraine Place to Mercers Road, with a 

concentration of doctors and dentists between Camden and Parkhurst roads in 1902. At Upper Holloway 
small tradesmen were on both sides of the road and increased as houses were converted to shops or 

other commercial uses. The few large private houses were also replaced at that period. Grove House 

made way for the Great Northern hospital in the 1880s and the Sieviers' house for commercial premises in 

1897. The Blounts' house, possibly called Elm Lodge, and some neigbouring detached houses had been 

replaced by Giesbach Road and shops fronting the high road by 1894.  
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Although Tufnell Park and Tollington Park retained well-to-do residents, Upper Holloway in the 1890s was 
mainly the home of clerks and artisans, served by an army of small tradesmen and characterized in The 

Diary of a Nobody by Mr. Pooter, who strove to maintain a front of gentility.  Some streets, however, had 

a rougher population, including Campbell Road, known familiarly as the Bunk or Campbell Bunk, with the 

reputation from the 1890s to the Second World War of being the worst street in North London. Its social 
decline stemmed from the way in which it had been built up but was hastened from the early 1880s, when 

a large building intended as a public house was registered as a common lodging house for 90 men. Many 

houses were sold because of difficulties in repaying mortgages and several also became lodging houses, 

which drew a rough and shifting population, whereupon most respectable residents left. Soon an address 
there became a bar to decent employment, however menial, and brought condemnation on anyone 

suspected of a crime. Residents in the 1890s did casual work or were thieves or prostitutes, and 

roughness was increased by London slum clearances from the 1870s, many people coming from the 

courts around the Angel. 
 

Although it did not look like a slum, having standard three-storeyed houses with area railings lining a wide 

street, 30 per cent of its households were overcrowded in the 1930s, compared with 7.5 per cent for 

Islington as a whole, and on average more than 11 people shared each sixroomed house. Like similar 

streets in the parish and elsewhere in London, Campbell Road had its own subculture with a vocabulary 
formed from 19th-century thieves' and costers' slang that was unknown to the neighbouring streets. The 

street also represented working-class independence, a freedom secretly envied by many, so that the 

demise of the road was later widely regretted even by some who had regarded it with horror.  

 
By 1937 the LCC had also completed 253 dwellings in Wedmore Street and 170 in Andover Street, and 

started others in Tufnell Park Road and Hilldrop Road. The borough council also built several estates, 

especially in the northern extremity where there were houses with large gardens and other parcels of 

vacant land. Manchester Mansions, off Hornsey Lane, was opened in 1921, and Hornsey Lane estate in 
1939. Farther east were Warltersville Mansions (opened 1926), the Highlands (1934) on the east side of 

Crouch Hill, Blythe Mansions (1937) near Hornsey Rise, Hillrise Mansions (1932) and off Hornsey Rise, 

Coleman Mansions, Crouch Hill (1937), and Leyden Mansions (1931) on the south side of Warltersville 

Road.  

 

Halls, clubs & inns 
By the 18th century many inns had become resorts for Londoners, with tea-gardens in addition to earlier 

bowling greens and skittle gardens, and, in the 19th century, music and dancing. A few of them are 

described below. 

 
White Conduit House tavern may have existed by the 1650s, when there was a bowling green near the 

Charterhouse conduit head.  Tea-gardens opened there in 1730, and had a circular fishpond, several tree-

lined walks with boxes cut into the hedge, two large tea-rooms, and several smaller ones. It attracted 

respectable Londoners rather than fashionable society. Cricket was played in an adjoining field and in 
1824 a bandstand was set up and bowls and archery were introduced. Balloon ascents took place from 

1824 to 1844, and firework displays and fêtes were held there in what was advertised as the New 

Vauxhall. In 1828 the old house was replaced by the Apollo Room, for dancing, tea, and billiards. An 

outdoor orchestra and small theatre were added. The resort gradually declined in appeal and 
respectability, although variety acts continued to be presented until the building was demolished in 1849 

and the site built over. A public house called the White Conduit House was built on part of the site.  

 

The King's Head tavern, Upper Street, opposite the parish church, was said to have been built c1543 and 
had a Dutch pin ground. The inn was replaced c1864 by one standing farther back.  In the late 1970s and 

1980s it was widely known for theatrical performances at the back of the ground floor bar, some of which 

later transferred to West End theatres. 

 

Highbury Barn tavern and tea-gardens originated as a small house selling cakes and ale c1740, becoming 
a tavern with tea-gardens under a Mr. Willoughby, who laid out a bowling green and trap and ball ground. 

The barn was used for assemblies and for large trade and society dinners in the 19th century. It 

developed into a dancing resort from 1856 and the proprietor Edward Giovannelli in 1865 built the Royal 

Alexandra theatre with a capacity of 1,900 on part of his grounds, together with a dining hall and dancing 
platform. Residents' opposition led to the licence being refused and its popularity quickly declined. The 

theatre closed in 1871 and the gardens were built over by 1883.  
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Copenhagen House had become a tavern and tea-gardens by 1753, with skittles, Dutch pins, a fives 

court, and a cricket field. Set on a hillside with extensive views towards London, it was a popular place for 
Sunday strollers. It acquired a rougher reputation c1816, with bulldog fights and bull-baiting, but tea 

drinking revived from 1816 to 1830. It closed in 1853 to make way for the Metropolitan market.  

 

Other taverns noted for their tea-gardens in the 18th century included the Devil's House, Tollington Lane; 
the Mother Red Cap, Upper Holloway, with bowling green, quoits, and skittle ground; the Horse and 

Groom, Upper Holloway; the Crown, formerly the Angel and then Wilkes's Head, Holloway, with a skittle 

ground; Canonbury House tavern; Spring Gardens, Newington Green; and the Castle inn tea-gardens, 

Colebrooke Row.  The Rosemary Branch tavern, built 1783, had besides its concert room and teagardens 
a pond of nearly 1 a., where boats could be hired. The gardens were used for balloon ascents, rope 

dancing, and fireworks, and there was an equestrian theatre which burned down in 1853. The tavern was 

licensed for music and dancing until 1887, when it was closed because of safety requirements.  

 
In the mid 19th century many public houses were licensed for music and dancing, often with a small 

music hall on the first floor, but many had to close under safety regulations introduced in 1878.  Among 

the longest surviving were the Alma, 29 Alma Street, New North Road, licensed from 1856 to c1922, with 

two concert rooms holding 300, reduced to 100 after safety alterations;  the Offord Arms, no. 388 

Caledonian Road, licensed 1854-90;  the Baxter Arms, no. 30 Baxter Road, licensed 1868-89;  the Island 
Queen, Noel Road, licensed 1857-89  and noteworthy in the 1970s for its Victorian interior adorned with 

two gigantic papier-maché representations of topical figures suspended from the ceiling. In all about 20 

public houses and halls had music licenses in 1863, 24 in 1888.  

 
The best known of the music halls, evolving into a variety theatre, was the one usually known as Collins's 

music hall. It began as the Lansdowne tavern, in Paradise Row, Islington Green, where by 1846 the 

landlord put customers who wanted to sing, and later paid performers, in a separate room. The inn was 

bought in 1862 by Samuel Thomas Collins Vagg, a well known music hall artist, who opened it as the 
Lansdowne music hall with a capacity of 600 behind the public house. In 1897 the whole building was 

rebuilt as a theatre with a capacity of 1,800, an interior in the style of Louis XIV, and 10 bars. Called 

Islington Hippodrome during the First World War, it was a repertory theatre until 1932, a variety theatre 

following music-hall traditions from 1932 to 1937, and then a repertory theatre again. After the Second 

World War attendances dwindled and the quality of the shows declined. After a fire in 1958 the building 
was sold to Andersons, timber merchants, and demolished in 1963. At the music hall's height between 92 

and 162 acts were put on each evening and performers who started there included Marie Lloyd, George 

Robey, Harry Lauder, Harry Tate, George Formby, Vesta Tilley, Tommy Trinder, Gracie Fields, Tommy 

Handley, and Norman Wisdom.  
 

The Grand theatre on the east side of High Street opened in 1860 as the Philharmonic hall designed by 

Finch, Hill & Paraire with a capacity of 1,500. Alterations were made in 1870 with a new stage and 

promenade and the seating reduced to 758. From 1871 light French operas and cancan girls attracted a 
fashionable male audience. The hall burned down in 1882 and reopened in 1883 as the Grand theatre, 

designed by Frank Matcham. That burned down in 1887, was rebuilt in 1888 with a capacity of c3,000, 

and again burned in 1900, whereupon a fourth building was erected, also designed by Matcham. From 

1908 it was called the Empire, Islington, from 1912 the Islington Palace, and from 1918 the Islington 
Empire. It was an ABC cinema from 1933, called the Empire with 1,029 seats, and closed in 1962.  The 

Victorian classical façade was finally demolished in 1981. 

 

The Royal Agricultural Hall was built by a company formed by the Smithfield Club, which needed a better 

site for its annual show. The Agricultural Hall Co., formed in 1860, chose William Dixon's cattle layers in 
Liverpool Road, where the first hall, designed by Frederick Peck and covering nearly 2 a., was opened in 

1862. The hall was 75 ft. high and its arched glass roof had a span of 125 ft., with wide galleries all round 

it. The Minor hall, behind it at the Upper Street end, was renamed St. Mary's hall in 1867. The pig hall 

was added on the south side of the entrance in 1867, land was bought at the corner of Upper and Berners 
streets in 1880 and used for further enlargements in 1881-2, and more room was made for implement 

manufacturers from 1883. Permission was granted in 1884 for 'Royal' to be used in the title. In 1895 the 

company bought land on the north side of St. Mary's hall and built a new Minor hall, for more pigs and 

sheep, and introduced slaughter classes.  In 1907 the new Minor hall was extended and renamed Gilbey 
hall, in the early 1920s the main hall gallery was extended, and in 1925 a new entrance hall was built. 

The Methodist chapel in Barford Street was bought c1930 and made way for a new annexe in 1932, called 

New hall. Although the building was primarily for the annual Smithfield show, held in December, it was 

popular for many other purposes: dog shows, dairy shows, circuses, musical recitals, the North London 

Working Classes Industrial Exhibition (1864), grand balls, military tournaments, revivalist meetings, a 
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bullfight (stopped by the R.S.P.C.A.), six-day marathon walking, and cycling races. By the beginning of 

the 20th century it was the principal exhibition centre for London. St. Mary's hall was licensed as a music 
hall, as were Berner's hall and Prince's Saloon until 1888, also within the complex. St. Mary's hall was 

renamed the Empire music hall and refurbished internally in 1895. It was licensed as a cinema in 1908, 

was renamed Islington Palace in 1912, and was entirely rebuilt in 1914. By 1918 it was the Blue Hall 

cinema and in 1946 it became the Gaumont, seating 1,303, which closed in 1963 and was used for bingo 
until 1975. The rest of the Royal Agricultural Hall had been requisitioned during the Second World War 

and the GPO's Mount Pleasant sorting office moved there in 1943. The Smithfield show did not return 

there after the war and the overseas parcels office remained until 1971. Demolition was prevented 

because of the building's architectural importance, and Islington LB bought the site in 1976.  
 

The Parkhurst theatre, no. 401 Holloway Road, was opened 1890 as a hall for 400 and was rebuilt in 

1898. It closed as a theatre in 1909 and was used as a cinema about that time. Fights at whistdrives in 

the early 1930s led to its closure. The Holloway Empire, no. 564 Holloway Road, was opened in 1899 by 
Moss Empires as the Empire Theatre of Varieties, designed by W. G. R. Sprague, with a capacity of 1,210. 

It was licensed as a cinema in 1923, closed in 1938, and remained empty until sold for demolition in 

1953. The Marlborough theatre, no. 383 Holloway Road, was designed by Frank Matcham to hold 2,612 

and opened in 1903. Plays and operettas were presented until 1916, when it was used for variety shows. 

It was a cinema by 1919, closed in 1957, and was demolished in 1962 to make way for Marlborough 
House, used by the Polytechnic of North London in 1983.  The Finsbury Park Empire, between St. 

Thomas's and Prah roads, was opened in 1910 by Moss Empires, with a capacity of c2,000. It closed in 

1960 and was demolished.  

 
The Screen-on-the-Green cinema, no. 83 Upper Street, opened as the Picture Theatre in 1911 and closed 

in 1914. It reopened in 1915 as the Empress and closed in 1950, but opened again as the Rex in 1951, 

when it seated 514. It closed in 1970 and was reopened as the Screen-on-theGreen with 293 seats, an 

independent club cinema, with showings of new and old films. The Carlton, no. 161 Essex Road, opened in 
1930 with an unusual neo-Egyptian front and seated 2,248. It was called the ABC cinema in 1962 and 

closed in 1972, becoming a Mecca Bingo theatre.  The Odeon cinema, Upper Street, seating 1, 138, 

occupied the former vestry hall in 1946 until it closed in 1961. The site became a petrol station.  The 

Angel cinema, no. 7 High Street, seated 1,457 and was renamed the Odeon in 1963. It was derelict in 

1980. The Victoria, an independent cinema at nos. 272-80 New North Road, seated 731 and closed in 
1957.  The Imperial Picture Theatre was built at no. 2 Holloway Road in 1913, renamed Highbury Imperial 

Picture Theatre by 1924, and Highbury Picture Theatre by 1931. It closed in 1959 and was replaced by a 

petrol station.  The Coronet cinema, at the corner of Holloway and Loraine roads, was called the Savoy in 

1947 and became the ABC between 1964 and 1975. It closed in 1983.  The Gaumont cinema, at the 
corner of Holloway and Tufnell Park roads, became the Odeon between 1959 and 1964. 

 

The Islington Literary and Scientific Society was established in 1833 and first met in Mr. Edgeworth's 

academy, Upper Street. Its object was to spread knowledge through lectures, discussions, and 
experiments, politics and theology being forbidden. A building was erected in 1837 in Wellington (later 

Almeida) Street, designed by Roumieu & Gough in a Grecian style and faced in Roman cement. It included 

a library, with 3,300 volumes in 1839, reading room, museum, laboratory, and lecture theatre seating 

500. Membership was 430 in 1839 and 561 in 1841, and the subscription was 2 guineas a year. The 
library was sold off in 1872 and the building sold or leased in 1874 to the Wellington Club, which occupied 

it until 1886. ( In 1885 the hall was used for concerts, balls, and public meetings. The Salvation Army 

bought the building in 1890, renamed it Wellington Castle barracks, and remained there until 1955. After 

serving as a factory and showroom for Beck's British Carnival Novelties for a few years from 1956, it 

remained empty until in 1978 a campaign began to turn it into a theatre. A public appeal was launched in 
1981 and a festival of avant-garde theatre and music was held there and at other Islington venues in 

1982. The aim was ultimately to present a full nine-month season of experimental theatre, including 

productions from abroad.  

 
The Athenaeum, Camden Road, was built in 1871 at the junction of Camden and Parkhurst roads, after 

appeals for a literary and scientific institution for the area. The building of brick and terracotta was 

designed by F R Meeson in an Italianate style. It contained meeting halls, libraries, and a hall for 

theatrical and musical performances, seating 600. It was later taken over by Beale's, the caterers, as the 
Athenaeum hall. In 1912 and 1915 it housed an orchestral society and music teachers, and was used for 

concerts, and after the Second World War rehearsals were held there by Donald Wolfit's Advance Players 

Association. In 1955 the building was demolished and the site used for a petrol station.  
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The Highbury Athenaeum, no. 96A Highbury New Park, was opened in 1882 as a literary or scientific club, 

and the building was also licensed for music 1882-9, having a concert hall on the ground floor holding 
1,060, and a music hall above. It closed c1920, and the building was acquired by the Rank film company 

in the late 1930s to make second features to train young directors and actors. Associated with it was a 

charm school for young actresses. The studio closed c1950, and the building was taken over to make 

I.T.V. programmes for a few years. It was demolished in 1963 and replaced by flats. 
 

The Islington Athenaeum was opened at no. 107 Upper Street in 1847 to provide weekly winter lectures 

on religion, history, and natural sciences. It failed after c6 years and the property was sold in 1854. The 

building was licensed 1852-60 for music as Baker's Rooms.  
 

Myddelton hall, at the corner of Upper and Wellington streets, was founded in 1875 and used for bazaars 

and other local functions.  

 
The Bishop Wilson Memorial hall was opened on the site of Islington chapel in Church Street by 1886. It 

was replaced by a new memorial hall on the north side of the churchyard in 1890, which in turn was 

replaced by a new hall and community centre nearby in 1975-7.  

 

The fields around Copenhagen House were used for meetings of the London Corresponding Society from 
1795 when Robert Orchard, a member of the society, was the inn's landlord. Meetings were said to draw 

as many as 40,000, and one held in November 1795 attended by John Gale Jones, democratic politician 

and surgeon, was caricatured by Gillray.  The fields were used again in 1834, for a mass rally of trades 

unionists in support of the Tolpuddle martyrs.  
 

The 1st City of London Volunteer Engineers, formed in 1861, had drill rooms at Bird's Buildings, Islington 

Green (3rd Company), a house in Copenhagen Street in 1869 for the 4th Company, no. 68 Colebrooke 

Row for the 5th Company, and rooms in Theberton Street for the 6th Company, also in 1869. In 1877 
their headquarters moved from the Barbican to no. 68 Colebrooke Row. In 1881 the corps numbered 761, 

and no. 2 Barnsbury Park, with a large garden, was rented as headquarters and drill rooms for all the 

companies. In 1897 no. 1 Barnsbury Road, formerly Barnsbury Park Collegiate School, was also rented. 

The corps became part of the Territorial Association in 1908. In 1913 nos. 1 and 2 Barnsbury Park were 

demolished and a new headquarters built at the Offord Road end of the site. The units moved to Finchley 
in 1961.  

 

Residents formed the Islington Soup Society in 1799 to sell cheap food and coal to the poor. A committee 

of 65 was to manage a shop and solicit subscriptions, a shed in Cadds Row was offered as a soup kitchen, 
and £350 was collected in three days. At the end of 1801 further collection was thought unnecessary and 

in 1805 the society was wound up.  The Islington Friendly Clothing Society was formed in 1816 to enable 

the poor to buy clothes at half the cost of the materials. Subscribers increased rapidly in 1818, a 

depository was formed at no. 8 Barnsbury Street, and the society may still have been running in 1854.  
The Female Association was instituted in 1816 for visiting and relieving sick poor in their homes, in 

association with Islington chapel. In 1819 relief was recommended for 51 cases, consisting of 178 

individuals.  The Charity Organisation Society, Islington committee, was formed c1868 to help the sick 

poor, and provide bedding and clothes for large families. The office was at no. 17 Compton Terrace, and a 
second was opened at no. 365 Camden Road. In 1946 it became known as the Family Welfare 

Organisation, to help those whose family life was endangered by hardship. In the 1960s the organization 

was running local Citizens' Advice Bureaux.  

 

A Working Man's Institute savings bank was started in 1858 and continued to 1873 or later.  
 

Londoners' rights to use Finsbury fields for archery and other sports appear to have extended to fields in 

the south-east of Islington, where the Artillery Company of London re-established its archery marks in the 

1780s.  The Royal Toxophilite Society, established 1780, was at Highbury 1820-5.  Fields around 
Canonbury were popular for dog-fighting and duck-hunting in the 1820s.  

 

The first Islington cricket club held matches in a field near White Conduit House c1780. In the early 19th 

century the Albion cricket field was well known and the Albion club played there until 1834, when it 
moved to Copenhagen House.  The Middlesex County cricket team had its first permanent ground at 

Islington in 1863 but moved to Lillie Bridge in 1869.  

 

Woolwich Arsenal FC moved to Highbury in 1913, renting part of the grounds of St. John's Theological 

College. The east side of the ground had covered seats, but the rest was uncovered and for standing only, 
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with a huge bank on the west, terraced to the top and called Spion Kop, until a new west stand with an 

imposing entrance was built in the 1930s. The team was voted into the First Division for the 1919-20 
season and, under Herbert Chapman as manager, achieved national standing between 1925 and 1934. It 

came top of the league three times and won the FA Cup in 1929-30, and Chapman succeeded in having 

the name of the nearby Underground station changed from Gillespie Road to Arsenal. In the 45 seasons 

between 1919 and 1971 Arsenal won the League eight times and the FA Cup four times. Although their 
most successful period was the 1930s, their outstanding achievement was in 1970-1 when they became 

only the second team in the 20th century to win both the League and the FA Cup, and in 1972 they 

received the freedom of Islington.  

 
Highbury Terrace had its own residents' association between 1812 and 1834.  The Islington and North 

London Art Union was formed in 1842, the subscribers drawing lots for works of art which had been 

displayed at the Royal Academy, British Institute, or Society of British Artists during the year. The 

committee decided on the number and value of the paintings when the number of 1/2-guinea 
subscriptions were known. In the first year there were 20 prizes valued from 3 guineas to £50.  

 

Freemasons set up an Islington Lodge, no. 1471, in Florence Street school rooms in 1874, and later that 

year at the Cock tavern, Highbury. The lodge had 85 members during its first decade. In 1905 the 

meetings were moved to the Abercorn Rooms, Bishopsgate.  
 

The Highbury Microscopical and Scientific Society met from 1880 until 1887.  The Holly Park Protection 

Association existed from 1878 to 1890.  The Highbury Quadrant Literary Association was founded by the 

1870s and survived in 1910-11, presenting varied lectures, preceded by organ recitals, twice or thrice a 
month in winter.  The Islington Camera Club was founded in 1947, meeting at Manor Gardens branch 

library, and gathered 100 members in its early years. It declined from 1961 but survived in 1969.  

 

Commerce 
Among periodicals produced in the parish were the Islington Popular Library of Religious Knowledge, 
published weekly in 1832; the Islington Magazine or Holloway, Highgate, Highbury and Canonbury Journal 

of Literature, Science and Fine Arts, published monthly in 1838; the Islington Athenaeum, a weekly 

literary periodical in 1853; the North London Magazine, published monthly in 1866; Momus or The 

Islington Journal of Wit, Humour, and Sentiment, published monthly in 1858; the Islington, a monthly 
journal published 1876-9; and the Canonbury Amateur Magazine, published monthly in 1884. 

The Islington, Highbury, and Holloway General Advertiser was published monthly by F.A. Ford 1850-4 and 

offered free of charge.  

 

Of the local newspapers that survived for 12 months or more, the earliest was also the longest lived. 
The Islington Gazette first appeared on 20 September 1856, founded by William Trounce who also 

founded the Islington Directory in 1852. It appeared twice a week from 1865, but was published five days 

a week in 1881 owing to demand.  In 1901 it was renamed the Islington Daily Gazette & North London 

Tribune and in 1918 the Daily Gazette, reverting to theIslington Gazette in 1926. The Islington Times was 
started in 1857, renamed the Islington Times and Finchley, Highgate, Hornsey and Holloway Herald in 

1871, and continued as the Islington Times and Finsbury Advertiser 1872-4. The North London News was 

published weekly from 1860 to 1865 and continued as the North London News & Borough of Finsbury 

Gazette until 1895. The Canonbury & Highbury Advertizer was published from c1872 until 1888, when it 
was continued as the Weekly Recorder, published from Hackney. The Holloway Press began in 1872, was 

renamed the North Metropolitan and Holloway Press in 1875, and became the Holloway Press in 1880, 

the Islington & Holloway Press in 1923, and the North London Press from 1942. Separate editions for 

Islington and Camden were published 1948-9 and 1964-71, after which the paper was continued as both 
the Holloway & Islington Journal and the Camden Journal, the former being discontinued in 1974. 

The Islington News started in 1877 and was renamed the Islington News and Hornsey Gazette in 1897, 

continuing until 1919. The Holloway Advertizer was published 1822-87. The Arrow was published monthly 

from 1887, being renamed the Northern Arrow in 1888; it was discontinued in 1890. The Northern Light 

and Islington Star was published from 1889, renamed the Northern Light from 1891 and ceasing in 1893. 
The Londoner (North Islington Edition) was published from 1894 and continued in 1896 as the 

(Islington) Londoner until 1897, when it was renamed the Londoner- Edition for Islington, but it ceased 

publication that year. The Islington Post was started in 1899 and continued at least to 1908. The Islington 

Guardian & North London Observer was started a few years before 1914, and in 1919 was renamed 
the Islington Guardian, North London Observer and Weekly News and Chronicle until 1924 when it 

became the Islington Guardian & Hackney News, North London Observer and Weekly News and Chronicle. 

In 1975 it was incorporated with Islington Chronicle and Finsbury Weekly News. The North London 

Advertizer was published from 1908 at least to 1910.  



 33 

 

A C Cossor was founded in 1896 in Farringdon Road, Clerkenwell, making scientific glassware. In 1918 the 
firm moved to larger premises in Highbury called Aberdeen works, extended in 1927 with no. 22 Highbury 

Grove as offices and with the nearby balloon factory of the Spencer brothers, well known aeronauts, as an 

annexe called Melody works. Bulk production of valves and later of radios was undertaken, providing 

home construction kits that were easier to use than the old crystal sets. A large three-storeyed factory 
was built in 1929 in front of the parent factory and more land was bought near Melody works. In the early 

1930s the firm developed cathode ray tubes for television, the first television receivers, and the world's 

first radar receiver. A five-storeyed factory replaced several old houses and gardens in Highbury Grove in 

1935, with space for 1,000 additional radio workers, and a front administration block in 1936.  The firm 
moved to Harlow (Essex) in 1958.  

 

Stephens's Ink in 1892 opened a purpose-built factory in Gillespie Road, designed by Michael Stephens 

and modelled on a Venetian palace, with an illuminated chimney.  The firm moved c1965 to a former 
dairy at the corner of Drayton Park and Martineau Road, and the old factory was demolished in 1972.  

 

Beale's, confectioners and bakers, was founded in 1769 by a master baker John Beale, who opened a 

shop in Oxford Street. Edward Beale, his nephew, started his own business in 1829 at no. 45 Popham 

Street, Islington, and taught his own nephew William Beale, who in 1861 started his own small business 
at Highgate Hill, moving to Holloway Road in 1866. In 1889 an imposing four-storeyed building in 

Holloway Road was built on the sites of nos. 370, 372, 374 Holloway Road and nos. 2, 2a, 4, 6, 8, 10 

Tollington Road, designed by F. Wallen in Gothic Revival style in red brick with stone and mosaic 

decoration. By the end of the century the firm was delivering to 2,000 families a day, with 15 horses and 
vans for deliveries and 15 horses and 10 vans for the catering department. There were banqueting rooms 

at the Athenaeum, Camden Road, and Assembly Rooms, Holloway Road. By 1969, however, their 

building, a Holloway landmark, was out of date. The offices moved to Southgate and the building was 

replaced by a branch of Sainsbury's supermarkets.  
 

John Taylor & Sons, who made water-metering instruments from 1787, built a 150-ft. tower in 1870 at 

their factory, formerly Adams's tilekilns, Belle Isle, which gave a constant known water pressure by which 

they could test the instruments. By 1967 the factory had been taken over by Ebonite Container Co. 

(Mfg.), which used the tower as a boiler flue in making plastic accumulator boxes.  
 

Public services 
Islington was well provided with springs, which supplied water for London and Clerkenwell in the 15th 

century. A conduict in Cowlese, called conduit field in 1650,  north-east of Canonbury House, had supplied 

St. Bartholomew's hospital for some time by 1433 and in 1538 and 1544.  A conduit nearby in Highbury, 
probably the one in conduit field opposite no. 14 Highbury Place, fed a reservoir in St. Giles, Cripplegate, 

built in the early 15th century, and in 1546 springs between Islington and Hoxton supplied a conduit at 

St. Mary Lothbury.  From 1430 the London Charterhouse had a piped supply from the place in Barnsbury.  

where the White Conduit House became a popular resort, and its aqueduct was mentioned in 1545 and 
1553. Similar springs presumably served much of the parish until the 19th century: one near Upper Street 

supplied a cold bath used by Mr. Flower's school in 1810.  

 

The New River, passing through the most populous parts, was of great benefit to Islington's inhabitants, 
who were probably among those accused of cutting the banks to let out the water, contaminating it, and 

carrying it away.   Nude bathing was a continual problem in the 18th century and in 1804 police officers 

were called on to stop it, because of indecency rather than pollution.  In the mid 18th century only 

householders in the very southern end of the parish, around the Angel, had water piped by the New River 
Co., others having to buy water taken from the stream at 1/2d. a pail. Piped supplies seem to have been 

extended in the town by 1809, but Holloway, Canonbury, and beyond relied on a pump in the river at 

Hopping Lane, for which the owner paid 20s. a year to the company.   The company refused to pipe a 

supply to Holloway, and George Pocock, who had built several houses there, dug a 172-ft. well near 

George Place. An Act of 1810 formed a company for Pocock's Holloway waterworks and a steam engine 
was used to pump supplies. The New River Co. immediately laid pipes to Holloway and closed the Hopping 

Lane pump, but householders preferred Pocock's water. Eventually his undercapitalized waterworks was 

forced out of business and by 1823 houses in Holloway were connected to the New River Co.'s pipes.  

 
Sixty street lamps were to be supplied and maintained at 3s. 4d. each a month in 1761 and were lit from 

Michaelmas to Lady Day in 1763.  The Local Act of 1772 empowered trustees to raise a lighting and 

watching rate and supervise the lamps and watchmen.  By the winter of 1811-12 there were 455 lamps 

maintained by a contractor.  In 1823 the lamp and watch committee arranged for part of the parish to be 
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lit by the Imperial Gas Co., which had laid some pipes in Upper Street and Essex Road, C80 lamps being 

required to replace c170 oil lamps. In 1824 the Imperial Gas Co., agreed to light the rest of the parish, 
laying a main from the Back Road to the Crown at Holloway. The part of City Road that lay in the parish 

was lit by the Gas Light Co. of Brick Lane.  By 1870 there were 2,939 lamps, all lit by Imperial except for 

12 in City Road lit by Chartered Gas Co.  

 
Islington vestry started its own electricity undertaking in 1894 with a generating station at Eden Grove,  

which began the supply in 1896,  and new streets were to be lit with electricity instead of gas in 1906.  In 

1936 offices and showrooms were built at the corner of Holloway and Camden roads,  which become 

London Electricity Board showrooms after nationalization. 
 

The watch house which stood in the middle of Islington green was decayed again in 1797 and a new one 

was to be built at the corner of the green in 1798.  In 1828 the parish employed 14 officers to prevent 

nuisances and for other duties by day, including the salaried streetkeeper and his deputy, and the 6 
constables and 6 headboroughs. At night there were a paid constable, 4 supervisors, and 160 watchmen 

operating in two shifts, besides 10 watchmen employed privately. Foot patrols covered c20 miles of the 

Parish roads at night, leaving c16 miles not covered; the cost of the parish's policing was c£4,000 on 

average.  Islington came within the new metropolitan police area from 1829.  The police took over the old 

watch house in 1831, and leased premises in Bird's Buildings in 1853. A freehold site was bought in Upper 
Street in 1857 and the station there opened in 1864.  In 1863 the parish was divided between Finsbury, 

Islington, and Hampstead divisions.  In 1982 Islington had stations at nos. 277 Upper Street, 284 

Hornsey Road, and 211 Blackstock Road, the latter opened in 1910. Clerkenwell Country Court stood in 

Duncan Street by c1853.  
 

Islington Medical mission met in Britannia Row in 1932, one of two missions run by Highbury Quadrant 

Congregational church, and provided basic medical attention for the poor. Its premises were destroyed in 

the Second World War and it moved to Islington chapel, Upper Street, for a few years. The committee 
decided to move to Clerkenwell, but the superintendent and some staff remained as Islington Medical 

Centre, moving in 1949 to the former Islington dispensary at no. 303 Upper Street next to the parish 

church. Both medical treatment under the National Health scheme and missionary work were carried out. 

In 1969 the centre moved to no. 28 Cross Street, returning to the renovated no. 303 Upper Street in 

1971. In 1981 there were health centres, at Goodinge Road, Highbury Grange, and River Place, Essex 
Road.  

 

Islington burial board, appointed under the Burial Act of 1852, in 1853 bought 30 a. of the land in East 

Finchley sold to St. Pancras burial board, sharing the cost of chapels and roads with St. Pancras.  By 1867 
there were 3,000 burials a year and in 1876 the cemetery was enlarged.  

 

Several lending libraries were provided by churches in the 19th century, besides those attached to the 

parochial schools and the Union chapel and Wesleyan Sunday schools.  The library connected with St. 
Peter's district had 390 titles in 1849, comprising religious, natural history, travel, and children's books, 

and the subscription was 2d. a month.  The Unitarian chapel, Highgate Hill, provided a free reading room 

and lending library open five nights a week, with some 7,000 volumes lent to 1,500 families of all classes, 

of whom only 11 were Unitarian; it also provided religious, ladies', and literary periodicals, in addition to 
the daily papers.  The reading room was used as a temporary public library in 1904.  Efforts were made 

from 1855 to adopt the Act to levy a rate for a library, but it was not until 1904 that the Public Library 

Acts were adopted. Andrew Carnegie offered to provide a central library and four branches, of which the 

North branch was the first to be opened, in 1906, on the site of nos. 14-19 Manor Gardens, Holloway. It 

was designed by Henry T. Hare who also won the competition for the Central library, part of which opened 
in 1907. The West branch, Lofting Road, Thornhill Square, designed by A. Beresford Pite, also opened in 

1907. The reference section of the Central library opened in 1908. The South-East branch was built during 

the First World War, but was used as a recreation hall by the unemployed, who had to be evicted in 1920, 

and it was opened as a library only in 1921. In 1946 the first sub-branch was opened in two converted 
shops at Archway next to the Methodist central hall. 

 

Public baths were started in 1892 in Caledonian Road, on the site of the old Great Northern hospital. 

Baths in Hornsey Road on the site of Devonshire House  were completed in 1895 with four swimming and 
125 slipper baths, a laundry, and a washhouse. Part of the building was bombed in 1941 and part of the 

original main building was rebuilt, the whole being reopened in 1964.  Caledonian Road had three 

swimming baths, one of which was used as a hall seating 800 in winter, besides slipper baths and 

washhouses. It was rebuilt on the same site after the Second World War. Tibberton Square, later Essex 

Road, baths, Greenman's Lane, were opened c1897.  All three buildings were in use in 1982. 
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FINCHLEY 
In 1867 the Great Northern Railway opened a line to Mill Hill (later Mill Hill East) and Edgware with 

stations at East Finchley and Finchley (later Finchley Central). A branch from Finchley to High Barnet, with 
stations at Woodside Park and Whetstone (called Totteridge and Whetstone) opened in 1872. West 

Finchley station at Nether Street, south of Woodside Park, was added in 1933. The railway greatly 

increased accessibility from London. In 1870 the journey from Church End took ½ hour and during the 

1890s a return ticket on a workmen's train from Finchley cost 4d. There were 20 daily trains each way in 
1870, 36 in 1876, 45 in 1884, 51 in 1889, and 60 in 1902. The railway became part of the London 

Passenger Transport Board's Northern line, which was electrified to East Finchley in 1939, to High Barnet 

in 1940, and to Mill Hill East in 1941.  

 
Londoners had been attracted to Finchley since the Middle Ages, to invest in land and also as residents. In 

1625 a citizen moved there to avoid the plague  and there were many like Sir Thomas Harris who lived in 

Ballards Lane in 1775.  About the time of inclosure Finchley was described as small but respectable, with 

many detached buildings, and also as a straggling village.  There were many elms, especially around 

Nether Street, and weatherboarded cottages alternated with more substantial brick and stuccoed houses.  
 

The building of Regent's Park Road and the turnpiking of Ballards Lane in 1826 brought changes. In 1849 

the land within the triangle formed by Hendon Lane, Regent's Park Road, and Gravel Hill was for sale in 

fourteen lots and within eleven years it was covered with buildings, mostly houses  but including the 
bizarre Christ's College with its tower, which thereafter dominated the skyline and dwarfed the church.  

More land was offered in 1848 for the building of villas 'so much in request by merchants and professional 

gentlemen preferring a location distant from London, undisturbed by railway excitement'.  

 
There were many inns.  The George, one of the ancient freehold tenements and so named by 1474, was 

still an inn in 1692 but had been demolished by 1761.  Other inns included the King's Arms (c. 1683-

1728),  and the Mare or Black Horse, built on the waste by Robert Odell in 1655 and used as an inn by 

1713; it had been converted into three houses by 1741 but one was still licensed in 1779.  The Windmill, 

a public house by 1723, may have occupied either the windmill built in the 17th century by Basings ponds 
west of the Great North Road or a near-by house.  It was called the Windmill and Fighting Cocks by 1751 

and the Swan or Swan with Two Necks by 1765.  A second Swan, also called the Swan with Two Necks by 

1790, existed by 1731 just north of the lane to which it gave its name.  The Bull and Butcher, licensed in 

1765 and probably the Butcher and Conjuror which was licensed in 1731, stood north of the junction with 
Totteridge Lane.  Other public houses included the Cock in the Tree (before 1760) and, in Coleharbour, 

the White Horse (before 1790) and the Dog or Queen's Head (before 1794).  

 

Many inns appeared during the 18th century:  the George in the Hogmarket (from 1716), the Flower de 
Lis, later the Dirthouse, and White Lion on the west side of the Great North Road at Newgate Lane (1716 

to c. 1902),  the Hog Driver, later the Sow and Pigs (1716-1800), the Bell at Parkgate (1722-65),  the 

Three Horseshoes in the Hogmarket (1722-79), the Five Bells in East End Road (from 1751),  and the 

Bald-faced Stag (c1790).  The Spaniards inn, on the Hampstead boundary, was licensed to Francis Porero, 
the eponymous Spaniard, in 1721.  It was there that the mob at the time of the Gordon Riots in 1780 was 

halted on its way to destroy Lord Mansfield's house at Kenwood.  Set on wooded heights, the inn attracted 

excursions from London; a visit to its tea-gardens was described by Dickens in the Pickwick Papers.  

 

A view of East End at the Bald-faced Stag in 1812 shows mainly open country.  Building, however, had 
begun near by on the east side of the Great North Road. High Reding, sold by the bishop in 1800, was 

leased to a builder, and by 1809 four villas stood on the south side of Fortis Green Road, then called Park 

Place. In 1822 nos. 3 and 4 were joined as Park Hall.  Anthony Salvin had designed two Italianate villas in 

Fortis Green Road by 1838.  Belle Vue was built west of Cromwell Hall by 1802  and Verandah House or 
BowWindow House, later the home of the Grisewood family, horsedealers and saddlers, in Park Road in 

1803.  Many houses, including the Old House, East End House, and Elmshurst, were rebuilt.  The 

'innumerable' villas along East End Road were a feature of the parish in 1817  and were occupied in the 

1830s by men like T. B. Herring, a 'rich retired tradesman', Salvin, and the Rews and the Butlers of 
Cromwell Hall.  

 

East End itself was a poor area, appalling near-by middle-class residents with its drunkards, 'godless 

persons', and general lack of moral restraint.  Prospect Place linked the Hogmarket to East End Road from 

1825 and cottages had been built along it by 1841; there were 20 by 1869.  Ten cottages were built on an 
allotment near the White Lion between 1824 and 1844 and another four in 1846.  Many terraces sprawled 

haphazardly over former common land. New roads included Chapel Street, from 1853,  and Holy Trinity 

church and school were built to serve the growing community.  The cottages in the Hogmarket, Chapel 
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Row, and Red Lion Hill in 1851 housed tradesmen, craftsmen, and many labourers.  In 1860 Finchley's 

increase in population was said to be concentrated in North End and East End, with East End as the most 
populous part.  

 

Fallow or Follow Corner was a locality on the edge of the common east of Ballards Lane, between North 

End and East End, by 1429.  At least one house stood there by the mid 17th century and there were three 
or four by 1754.  The chief property was Fallow or Cobley's farm, part of the Peacock estates, at whose 

farm-house Charles Dickens was said to have written Martin Chuzzlewit in 1843.  The cottage leased to 

the clown Joseph Grimaldi (d. 1837) from 1806 to c. 1815 has been identified as Fallow Cottage; Grimaldi 

chose it for the country air and used to drive there after his performances in London.  
 

Inclosure and the new turnpike road brought some changes to North End. Tally Ho Corner, the junction 

between the new road and the Great North Road, acted as a staging post on the route from London to the 

north; stabling for sixteen horses was provided in expectation of increased traffic but proved an 
'unfortunate speculation' and was abandoned in 1837.  Orchard House had been built there by 1841 and a 

few cottages had been added at the northern part of Ballards Lane and at Fallow Corner by 1851.  North 

End had not yet, however, become known as North Finchley.  The size of Finchley Common in 1816 at 

inclosure was some 900 a. Herbage rights existed in Finchley wood by 1410  and in 1504 it was described 

as 'a common called Finchley wood'.   
 

Growth from the mid 19th century. 
Until the mid 19th century building took place in old settlements along existing roads. Thereafter, 

especially following the arrival of the railway, whole estates were sold for speculative building and growth 

accelerated. The number of houses rose from 991 in 1861 to 1,884 in 1881, 3,132 in 1891, 4,366 in 
1901, and 7,622 in 1911. By 1911 there were also 240 flats and 379 inhabited shops.  

 

At Church End one of the earliest estates to result from the opening of a railway station in 1867 was 

Wentworth, adjoining Wentworth Lodge in Ballards Lane, where the Conservative Land Society offered 
building lots in 1868.  Lichfield Grove near the station was built on former Bibbesworth land in 1869.  

 

North End, increasingly called North Finchley, and Woodside were the areas which grew most rapidly until 

1914, stimulated by the opening of Woodside Park station in 1872 and the introduction of trams in 1905.  
Cottages fronting Ballards Lane were built on parts of Fallow Lodge estate by 1871 and large houses 

planned for the rest in 1872, although few were built until the next century.  In 1874 Christ Church parish 

in northern Finchley contained 350 households, most of them too poor to subscribe to the National 

Society.  Building near by, however, was increasingly for the middle class, which gave the church valuable 

support.  By 1905 North Finchley was said to be covered with pretty, well-built villas.  
 

Among estates in the centre of the parish was that of Fallow farm, 80 a. between Ballards, Long, Squires, 

and Bow lanes, where houses in 1878 included Saxonhurst (formerly Sussex Lodge), Fairlea, and 

Etchingham Lodge. In 1880 part of the estate was leased to Frederick Wheeler to build substantial brick 
houses facing Ballards Lane and Etchingham Park Road. Thirty-four acres had been let by 1886, when the 

rest was offered as building land.  Most of it was not built on by 1897  but by 1904 five-bedroom 

leasehold houses overlooking Victoria recreation ground were advertised as in one of London's most 

charming suburbs, with a rural setting and good transport services.  Large semi-detached houses were 
designed by C J G Pawley in Seymour Road and Etchingham Park Road, and most of the land between 

Squires Lane and Bow Lane had been built on by 1907.  Finchley UDC built 60 cottages in Squires Lane in 

1902.  North of Etchingham Park the possible introduction of electric trams led to building on the Fallow 

Corner estate, formerly Ballards Reding. The Wimbush family's house and 12 a. were offered for sale in 
1901 and part had been built on by 1902, when the rest was divided into 126 freehold plots, most of 

which had been built on by 1908.  Fallow Lodge or Holdenhurst at Fallow Corner was sold in 1904 with 13 

a., 101 plots were laid out in 1905, and building was finished before 1920.  To the east the county school 

was built in 1903 and the cottage hospital in 1908.  

 
North-west of Ballards Lane the Moss Hall estate, which had been unsuccessfully offered for sale in 1830, 

was laid out from 1867, mostly for middle-class housing, as in Moss Hall Crescent.  To the north building 

leases of Dale Grove and Hutton Grove were granted from 1873.  Torrington Park, part of Henry Holden's 

Friern Park estate lying east of the Great North Road, was already being built up by 1872, when his land 
on the western boundary of the parish was misleadingly advertised as 'Torrington Park', a freehold 

building estate.  Most of the same estate (34 a.) was offered again in 1900 after Holden's death, by which 

time most of his land east of Holden Road had been built up.  'Artistic villas' were under construction in 

Westbury Road to the south in 1910 and land in Woodside Avenue was offered for good-class housing in 
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1914.  St. Alban's church was opened in 1909 in the northern part of Nether Street, a 'rapidly growing' 

district.  It included the Court House estate between the railway and Nether Street, where 61 freehold 
plots for detached and semi-detached houses were for sale in 1909. Most of the area was built up by 

1920.  

 

East of the Great North Road the Churchfield estate, next to Christ Church, was divided for 50 medium-
sized houses in 1900. The Woodhouse estate on both sides of Woodhouse Road, stretching from the Great 

North Road into Friern Barnet, had already been offered in building lots. By 1900 roads had been laid out 

in the north-west corner and 46 a. of the rest were again offered as building land, in the heart of a rapidly 

growing suburb which was easily accessible from the City and the west end of London. A strip of land 
between Woodhouse Road and Summers Lane had been sold by 1909 and Woodgrange Avenue was built 

on it soon afterwards. The UDC bought most of the estate (36 a.) in 1915, building some 100 houses then 

and starting another 200 in 1919. North Finchley by 1876 had good shops, inns, and many private 

houses. Said c. 1885 to have lately sprung into existence, it then had several 'respectable' shops and 
residences. By 1909 shop fronts there along the Great North Road were continuous.  

 

Church End, which meanwhile had lost its primacy to North Finchley, was in 1876 rambling and well 

wooded, with country lanes merging into the village street, although building was gaining ground. Early 

attempts to build up Olders Hill in the south-west corner of the parish proved abortive. The National 
Standard Land Mortgage and Investment Co. bought the estate in 1880 but few lots had been built on by 

1897.  Part of Grass farm, which adjoined Olders Hill to the north, was offered for building along Hendon 

Lane with similar lack of success in 1894.  In 1901 that part of Finchley, while providing excellent sites, 

was thought to be undeveloped because of poor transport, which would be improved by trams.  After the 
arrival of trams in 1905 housing spread quickly. There was building in 1906 on Grass Farm estate in Dollis 

Avenue, where Woodway Lodge, designed by Messrs. Bennet & Richardson, was one of several detached 

houses.  Near by at Elm Park west of Nether Street, where building had started in 1882, land was offered 

in 1900 for good-class villas which were said to be in great demand.   
 

By 1908 housing was continuous up to Brent Lodge, which was offered with 26 a. for immediate building.  

Finchley Co-Partnership Society was then formed to lay out a garden village like Hampstead Garden 

Suburb for the 'less wealthy middle classes'. In 1910 it decided to preserve Brent Lodge and to develop 

the 24-a. estate on a co-operative system.  Land of Bibbesworth demesne was among the first to be 
taken for housing, the land at Church End north of Gravel Hill being sold from the 1840s.  Building spread 

southward from Gravel Hill on the College farm estate, where Cyprus and Bibsworth roads existed by 

1897, and by 1920 had reached the farm-house itself.  

 
East of Church End and Regent's Park Road, land north of East End Road was leased for building from 

1864.  Avenue House was built there in 1867 and its freehold sold in 1874 to H. C. Stephens, who rebuilt 

it in the 1880s as a 40-bedroom pile in a 'reactionary Italianate' style.  Hertford Lodge, also large, was 

built next to it in 1869.  The area south of East End Road, mostly Bibbesworth demesne but including part 
of the glebe, began to be built up in the 1890s. James Vaughan bought land in 1891 and Ernest Vaughan 

was constructing roads there in 1892-3. About 70 'superior semidetached' houses, designed by W. 

Barnaby Pinhey, had been built by c. 1900 and 120 by 1904 and were served by a shopping parade in 

Regent's Park Road and St. Luke's church in Mountfield Road.  Apart from the land opposite Avenue 
House, which had been bought by Stephens, the whole district had been built up by 1920.  Moat estate, 

13 a. of Bibbesworth land between the railway and Manor farm, was offered for building in 1905 and 

Briarfield Avenue stood there by 1920.  

 

Typical of many large houses of that time in North Finchley and Church End was Glenroy in Seymour 
Road, designed by F W Poley and built by 1907.  Most houses were in a Gothic or Tudor style, much 

embellished. There was a revival of pargeting, the plaster designs displaying a great variety of patterns, 

still visible at the junction of Whetstone High Street with Woodside Lane, at Claverley Grove, Fallowcourt 

Avenue, and in the shopping arcades at the northern end of Hendon Lane.  The houses were intended for 
professional men and merchants from the City or west end of London, whose arrival stimulated the hot-

house industry and especially the growing of flowers.  Owners of big London stores included William 

Pearce Jones and Alfred Gamage at the Manor House, William Whiteley at Manor Farm, and John Harris 

Heal at Grass Farm. Frederick Goodyear (d. 1937), who came to Finchley in 1849 and was active in local 
politics, lived at Fallow Lodge and was a straw-hat manufacturer.  Also active were Benjamin Todd (d. 

1937) of Elm Grange, Nether Street, a button manufacturer, and H C Stephens (d. 1919), a rich man as 

the result of his father's invention.  Other local benefactors included James Henry Lermitte (d. 1901) of 

Knightons, who prospered on the stock exchange, and Ebenezer Homan of Friern Watch (d. 1909), a boot 



 39 

manufacturer.  Samuel Pulham (d. 1938) of Elmshurst owned a butcher's business with 17 branches in 

and around Finchley.  
 

FINCHLEY 

Development 

In contrast to North Finchley and Church End, Whetstone and East End remained predominantly working-
class in the late 19th century. The Baxendales had left Whetstone by 1890 and vainly tried to sell their 

land for building c. 1901.  There were some 'genteel villas' at Oakleigh Park but most building was still of 

cottages or terraced houses, like the 29 planned behind the Swan in 1871.  In 1876 Whetstone consisted 

of straggling groups of houses, some of them old and many poor, and in 1884 the vicar estimated that 
threequarters of the inhabitants were working-class. Very few were well-to-do in 1904 and by the 1920s 

most were artisans or lower-middle-class.  

 

East End grew rapidly after the Ecclesiastical Commissioners granted 99-year building leases from 1878.  
In 1881 hundreds of cottages were 'new building', in 1882 more were expected on Park Hall and the 

charity estates, and in 1899 17 a. at Fortis Green Road were built over.  The large houses along East End 

Road began to disappear: in 1901 Sedgemere was sold and by 1920 it had been replaced by Sedgemere 

Avenue.  Housing none the less failed to keep pace with the rising population, the birth rate being higher 

there than in the rest of the parish  and the vicar of Holy Trinity complaining in 1905 that East End was 
becoming the receptacle for the poor of neighbouring parishes.  Many houses were divided into lodgings 

which were often insanitary.  Richer families made way for 'struggling clerks, small tradesmen, and 

artisans', many in casual work.  In 1899 the vicar, who had experience of East London, had 'rarely seen 

the Finchley boy equalled for profanity and rudeness'.  
 

While building linked East End along the Great North Road to North End and along the railway to Church 

End by 1920, it was limited near the eastern boundary by cemeteries. In 1854 87 a. allotted at inclosure 

to Bibbesworth were sold to the St. Pancras burial board, which sold 30 a. to that of St. Mary, Islington. 
Chapels were built by Messrs. Barnett and Birch and in 1855 St. Marylebone opened a cemetery on 26 a. 

of farm-land south of East End Road, between the demesne lands of Bibbesworth and Bibwell.  The St. 

Pancras and Islington burial grounds were enlarged in 1876 by the purchase of the Strawberry Vale estate 

(109 a.), which had also been created at inclosure and which the Regent's Canal Co. had sold in 1816 to 

James Frost, who had built some houses there and sold the rest as a farm to James Morison (d. 1840), 
founder of the British College of Health.  Although the cemeteries provided open space, Finchley local 

board in 1893 unsuccessfully objected to an extension of the St. Marylebone one on the grounds that it 

prevented better houses being built. The London parishes paid only nominal rates to Finchley but the 

10,000 corpses a year caused serious health problems.  The cemeteries brought bizarre funeral 
processions, custom to the Bald-faced Stag, a boom in the work of ornamental stone-masons, and much 

wear and tear to the Great North Road and East End Road.  

 

As transport improved, residents increasingly worked outside the parish. Clerks and those engaged in 
commerce and insurance, most of them in London, formed a rising proportion of the work force. Of the 

men, clerks formed 8 per cent in 1901 and 1911, 14 per cent in 1921, and 17 per cent in 1931, while 

banking and insurance accounted for 11 per cent in 1911, 19 per cent in 1921, and 21 per cent in 1931. 

More women than men worked locally, mostly in domestic service, which employed 55 per cent of the 
female work force in 1901 and 49 per cent in 1911. Seventeen per cent were typists by 1921, when 43 

per cent were still in domestic service, and 23 per cent were typists by 1931 and 38 per cent by 1961. In 

1921 38 per cent of a total work force of 20,701 worked in Finchley and 39 per cent in London.  Most 

building ceased during the First World War and by 1919 houses were in short supply.  The council 

continued building at Woodhouse Road and provided another 50 houses in 1928 and 72 in 1930.  All 
building in the 1930s accorded with the council's town planning scheme of 12 houses to an acre where the 

site fronted a main road and 10 to the acre elsewhere.  There were 13,461 inhabited buildings by 1931 

and 18,855 by 1951.  

 
After the First World War the main change was in the south part of the parish, where the former demesne 

farms and woods became an extension of Hampstead Garden Suburb.  The Bishop's Avenue from Bishop's 

wood to East End Road was constructed c. 1887 for expensive houses. Plots were let on 99-year and, 

more rarely, 999-year building leases and in 1894 building began. Most leases were to single individuals 
but William Mattocks Dabbs, a builder from Stamford Hill, took 5 a. in 1898 and the National Hospital for 

the Paralysed and Epileptic took land at the northern end in 1895. Rich lessees included George 

Sainsbury, the provision merchant, in 1898 and Christian Carl Lorenzen, a chronometer manufacturer, in 

1901. Twelve houses with large grounds existed by 1906. Residents, however, were often disturbed by 

horsemen who used the road as a galloping ground and later by noise from sports grounds which had 
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opened by 1920. The woods attracted tramps and were used as rubbish tips; assaults forced the council 

to provide gas lamps,  but the road was still unmade in 1935.  
 

Apart from land leased to Hampstead golf club, all the area west and north of the Bishop's Avenue was 

leased for building to Hampstead Garden Suburb Trust and to the Co-Partnership Tenants in 1909 and 

1911. Houses in Falloden Way and some roads off it were built to the designs of G L Sutcliffe and C G 
Butler before the First World War. Most building, however, took place during the 1920s and 1930s, when 

other architects included C M Crickmer, J A Bateman, and J C S Soutar.  The North Circular Road left the 

parish in the hitherto empty south-west corner. At the junction of the North Circular and Regent's Park 

roads, the statue La Délivrance was unveiled as a war memorial in 1927.  Houses and blocks of flats were 
built near by in the 1930s.  

 

Elsewhere small villas were built at Woodside, between Woodside House and the railway, after 1923.  

Detached houses for the professional classes at East End Road, opposite Avenue House and adjoining the 
Woodhouse estate on the Great North Road, were built by Vernon Smith in the early 1930s,  Halliwick 

estate on the Friern Barnet boundary adjoining the Woodhouse estate existed by 1933,  and Essex Park 

and Wentworth Park west of Ballards Lane were built in 1934.  The new suburb of West Finchley was 

created between Dollis brook and the railway, with its own station from 1933.  By the 1930s most farm-

land had been taken for housing. Large old houses in their own grounds were increasingly bought as 
building sites, while new offices and shop-fronts appeared in the village centres. 

 

Whetstone began to lose its working-class character and in 1924 its transformation with office blocks was 

said to be imminent.  Some Edwardian houses had been built along the northern stretch of the Great 
North Road and smaller semi-detached houses were built in Walfield Avenue near the county boundary in 

the 1920s.  

 

North Finchley in contrast became less exclusive, especially along the Great North Road and Ballards 
Lane, where by 1934 there was a 'vulgar line of hoardings, petrol stations, blatant shops, and muddle of 

all kinds'.  Orchard Lodge was demolished in 1927 and Kingsway driven through its site in 1934.  Moss 

Hall was also demolished, in 1927.  Many blocks of flats were built, Etchingham Court dating from 1935  

and Fallow Cottage being sold in 1939 to Wood & Wallers, who built flats on its site.  Willow Lodge on the 

east side of Ballards Lane was pulled down in 1929.  On the opposite side Maple House and Elm House 
were for sale in 1934 and made way for the flats of Finchley Court in 1935.  Bay Tree Cottage, already set 

among shops in Ballards Lane, was offered in 1936 and replaced by Woolworth's in 1938.  Court House at 

the northern corner of Nether Street was sold in 1936 and flats were built there a year later.  Rocklands, 

next to Dollis brook, was offered for sale in an area 'ripe for development' in 1938.  
 

In East End Road the large houses either became convents, like East End House (1864), Manor House 

(1919), and Knightons (1921), or were sold for building. Cromwell Hall was demolished in 1934 and 

Elmshurst, set in 10 a., was sold to builders in 1939 on Samuel Pulham's death.  Prospect House was 
demolished in 1929 and eighteen blocks providing 318 flats were planned near the Red Lion in 1938.  

During work in 1934, ten old cottages in Red Lion Hill were set alight to enable the fire service to give a 

demonstration.  

 
After the Second World War, housing was again in demand. In 1951 there were 18,430 separate 

dwellings, with a population density greatest in St. Paul's (Long Lane) ward (26.1 persons per acre) and 

Moss Hall ward (24.9) and least in the Bishop's ward (14.7). By 1961 the number of dwellings had risen 

to 20,883, although the population had fallen slightly, reducing the density in St. Paul's ward to 24.4. 

About 54 per cent of the dwellings were then owner-occupied, 29 per cent privately rented unfurnished, 
and 10 per cent rented from the council.  

 

In the badly bombed East End tightly packed cottages between the Great North Road and the railway, 

around the George inn, were to be replaced by eleven-storeyed flats in 1954.  Building was under way in 
1955, although many inhabitants regretted the disappearance of family shops and an older way of life.  A 

municipal estate of 274 flats was built at Vale farm near the Great North Road in East Finchley in 1975, 

replacing older houses, as did 109 dwellings in Holden Road, under construction in 1977.  Some large 

houses were divided into flats but most were rebuilt. Wentworth Lodge in Ballards Lane disappeared in 
1945 and Wimbush's house at Fallow Corner was sold in 1955.  The Swan with Two Necks was destroyed 

in 1962.  Brent Lodge was divided into flats in the 1960s and demolished in 1971-2.  Much older property 

was replaced by houses and maisonettes in Woodside Avenue. Office blocks were built on the site of the 

Railway hotel and New Bohemia cinema in Church End, at the junction of Queensway and High Road in 

North Finchley, and at several sites in Whetstone, including one near the Swan.  



 41 

 

By 1977 the building of large blocks of offices and smaller blocks of flats had taken away most of the 
character of the old centres. Church End was still dominated by Christ's College on one side and the more 

restrained tower of the church on the other. The early-18th-century Park House survived in Hendon Lane 

and some fine mid-19th-century houses in Regent's Park Road stood derelict.  Most of the area to the 

south and westward to Dollis brook was covered by houses of the 1920s and 1930s, with more recent 
flats, although grass and trees bordered the brook. 

 

Ballards Lane, a collection of Victorian and Edwardian houses, modern flats, used-car depots, chapels, and 

foreign restaurants, leads to North Finchley, centred on the bleak Tally Ho Corner. Much remains of 
Woodside, the late-19th- and early-20th-century suburb of 'large spiky houses and heavy foliage', and of 

the older terraces on the eastern side of North Finchley. Woodhouse Road retains its large mid-Victorian 

house, a school, with municipal and other housing of the 1920s to the south. 

 
Whetstone, except near North Finchley, is no longer working-class. Some early-19th-century farm 

cottages survive in Lodge Lane but shops, middle-class houses, and office blocks line High Road. There 

are a few elegant mid-19th-century houses and, on high ground farther north, expensive detached and 

semi-detached houses built before and after the First World War overlooking the grassland along Dollis 

brook on the west. 
 

The Great North Road links Whetstone, North Finchley, and East End, where infilling has left no boundary 

between the old districts. Between the garages and works there are shopping parades, some with dates 

on their elaborate façades, as at East End (1912). As in Church End and North Finchley, there are many 
foreign restaurants and provision shops. 

 

At East End modern flats have recently destroyed even the street pattern of the old village. The rebuilt 

George inn and Holy Trinity church and school remain, however, and community feeling is stronger than 
in many parts of Finchley. A few of the old houses survive in East End Road, notably those which are 

convents.  

 

The area south-east of the North Circular Road has more affinity with Hampstead Garden Suburb, of 

which it is an extension, than with the rest of Finchley. Expensive houses remain in the Bishop's Avenue, 
heavily protected, although even there some have been divided or rebuilt. In 1977 there were plans to 

replace the Towers, former home of the singer Gracie Fields, with 'Europe's most luxurious home', for an 

Arab buyer.  

 
Finchley's population grew from 4,937 in 1861 to 11,191 in 1881, 22,126 in 1901, and 46,716 in 1921. It 

was 58,964 in 1931, reached its height of 69,991 in 1951, and fell slightly to 69,370 by 1961.   

 

Economic history 
The amount of farm-land contracted steadily from 2,968 a. in 1867 to 109 a. in 1937, with sharp drops in 
the 1880s and 1900s reflecting the growth of North Finchley and again from 1917 to 1937 reflecting 

suburban building, particularly on the demesne farms of Hampstead Garden Suburb. The Second World 

War brought more land (262a.) into cultivation but by 1957 the area had dwindled again, to 155a.  

 
The main change in the late 19th century, as suburban building spread, was towards dairy farming. In 

1851 there were 16 farmers and 4 cowkeepers, in 1878 9 farms and 9 dairies, in 1890 6 farms and 11 

dairies, and by 1920 only a poultry farm and a goat farm but 17 dairies. Many dairies were short-lived 

and several were absorbed into Manor Farm Dairies and its successor United Dairies.  
 

At College farm George Barham, founder of the Express Dairy Co., changed from sheep to dairy herds, 

stocked Guernsey, Shorthorn, and Kerry cows and a few goats, and built a model dairy. Although the herd 

was small and most Express Dairy milk came from much farther afield, College farm was a showplace, 

used for exhibitions and training courses. New developments were tried out, as in 1921 when the first 
tuberculin-tested dairy was opened there. The farm was therefore retained, on a reduced scale, long after 

other farms near London had been abandoned.  In 1977, when the company had finally left, it was still 

used for grazing cattle and a few horses.  

 
The larger Jersey Farm Dairies, with more than 100 cows, was established between Nether Street and 

Dollis brookc. 1887. Like College farm it prided itself on its products and was open to the public. The 

owners may have been succeeded by Dollis Park Dairy Co., which had 28 a. at Nether Street in 1911. Part 

of the Jersey farm buildings still existed in 1920 but disappeared soon afterwards.  Manor Farm Dairies  
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were founded c. 1875 by Joseph Wilmington Lane and joined in the 1920s with United Dairies, which had 

been founded in 1917. Although the company's Manor Farm, Highgate, and Oakleigh Park Farm, 
Whetstone, were both outside Finchley, much of their land lay within it, while the head offices were in 

High Street, Whetstone, and later in High Road, East Finchley.  Manor farm survived until 1932.  Dairying 

also featured on the Woodhouse estate in 1902 and on Park farm (Bibwell) for many years before 1918  

until the fields were sold for building.  
 

Market-gardening also accompanied suburban growth. A single nurseryman existed in 1845 and 1851  

and three nurserymen and two florists in 1867 and 1878, by which date there were 4½ a. of orchards and 

9¼ a. of nurseries. They had increased to 19½ a. and 28 a. respectively by 1887 and 19¼ a. of orchard 
and 39¼ a. of soft fruit in 1897. Eleven people had nurseries and commercial greenhouses in 1900, 

mostly in Whetstone and North Finchley, and seven in 1920. Most had gone before the Second World War 

but there were four in 1964, when 5¼ a. were under glass and 3 a. were orchard.  

 
The earliest and most important nursery was that of Peter Kay, who by 1845 leased an acre in Ballards 

Lane for flowers and fruit.  In 1878 it was owned by Peter and Susan Kay and a second nursery, called 

Claigmar, had been started in 1874 in Long Lane by Peter Edmund Kay. During the 1890s the Ballards 

Lane nursery closed and Claigmar was extended until in 1899 Kay had 18½ a. under glass and 161 

greenhouses, producing 100 tons each of grapes and tomatoes and 240,000 cucumbers a year. Equally 
large nurseries were opened east of Squires Lane until at their greatest extent the Kay nurseries, between 

Long Lane and the High Barnet railway line, stretched from Duke Street eastward to Green Lane. Peter 

Kay was probably dead by 1930 and his grounds soon afterwards were built over. 

 
Trade And Industry. 

Retail trade in 1851 was represented by greengrocers, fishmongers, hairdressers, stationers, and 

booksellers, besides the more numerous bakers, butchers, and grocers. There were several suppliers of 

shoes and clothing, and most crafts were available locally.  Finchley had nearly 40 kinds of shopkeeper by 
1886 and retail trade remained important, in spite of fears that better transport would lead to shopping in 

London.  There were 537 shops in Finchley in 1911. 

 

Local industry began to grow c. 1900: there were 73 workshops in 1902 and 88 in 1903, and 39 factories 

by 1911. Building was still the largest industry in 1911, with 12 per cent of the male work force. Transport 
employed 1,428, 10 per cent of the male work force, in 1921, when there 841 men in metal-working, 253 

in electrical works, and 335 in carpentry and furniture-making but when building employed only 594, 

compared with 1,343 in 1911. In 1931 transport, with 1,795 men, still employed 9 per cent of the male 

work force; building employed 981, metal-working 1,078, electrical working 421, and wood-working 776. 
By 1961 11 per cent (2,380) of the male work force was in engineering and 42 per cent, mostly working 

outside Finchley, had professional, commercial, or clerical jobs. 

 

Apart from the land itself, Finchley's main economic resources were wood, brickearth, and the Great North 
Road. Charcoal-burning may have been widespread in the Middle Ages, although evidence survives mainly 

from the 16th and 17th centuries. Henry Downer (d. 1558) left 'bush coal' and John Nicholl, who lived at 

the George in Whetstone before 1575, was a collier.  Two Finchley colliers were indicted for selling 

defective measures of coal in 1614, charcoal-burning caused a fire in the bishop's woods in 1727, and 
three colliers received poor-relief in 1787.  

 

Sawyers and carpenters were recorded from the 14th and 15th centuries, when the Shepherd family 

included carpenters, and a saw-pit in Whetstone obstructed the highway between 1616 and 1619.  In 

1851 there were 60 carpenters, who were outnumbered only by servants, labourers, and gardeners.  A 
cabinet-maker worked in Whetstone in 1813 and several, mostly in North Finchley and Whetstone, in the 

late 19th and early 20th centuries.  The Joyce family had saw-mills in eastern Finchley by 1887 and, as P. 

O Joyce Ltd., timber merchants, still traded in 1975.  

 
The underlying boulder clay could be used for brick-making. A tile-house, later called a tilekiln, existed in 

the west side of the parish, probably at Whetstone, in 1547, and bricklayers were recorded from 1604 and 

brick-makers from 1615.  A Brick field lay at the junction of Long Lane and Squires Lane in 1727, the field 

diagonally opposite was called 'Old Brickfield' c. 1867, and there was another 'Old Brickfield' between 
Hendon Lane and Regent's Park Road.  Totteridge Lane in Whetstone was called Brick Lane in 1817.  

There were 58 bricklayers in 1851, some of whom probably worked for the 7 brick-makers, and 241 brick-

makers in 1911.  
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Brick-makers included William Woods in High Road (c. 1840-7), William and Adam Wright in East End (c. 

1847-1851), George Pymm in Long Lane (c. 1859), Frederick Goodyear (c. 1879), Samuel Lenney (c. 
1879), and John Lawford in Summers Lane (c. 1879-1900).  The long-established family firm of Plowman 

& Co. may have originated with Charles Plowman, a carpenter at Ballards Lane before 1790. About 1825 

Mark Plowman established a building firm at East End. He collaborated with James Frost, the cement 

manufacturer who bought land at Strawberry Vale in 1816 and began to build there in the 1820s with the 
yellow bricks characteristic of Plowman's brick-field.  Plowman also worked with Anthony Salvin and was 

responsible for much building in the 1840s and 1850s, including Holy Trinity church and school, St. Mary's 

school, the clerk's house, and the rebuilt George inn. By 1851 he employed 15 men and 3 boys at East 

End Road, his three sons being a builder, a carpenter, and a plumber's apprentice. Thomas Plowman of 
the Hogmarket, perhaps Mark's brother, in 1851 employed 8 men  and in 1855 carried on an 'extensive 

manufacture' at his own brick-field.  Legg & Plowman existed as a firm of brick-makers in 1867,  by which 

date Mark's son Charles, formerly a carpenter, seems to have taken over his father's firm. In 1873 as 

'builder, of Ballards Lane', Charles helped to restore the church and by the end of the 1870s he had 
entered local politics and taken over the brick-field of Legg & Plowman.  After his death in 1906 Chas. 

Plowman Ltd. abandoned brick-making to concentrate on joinery.  The firm was taken over c. 1952 by 

David Gomim, who retained the old name, built a new timber-mill, and in 1956 had some 50 employees 

making fittings for schools and council flats.  The mill closed between 1975 and 1977.  

 
There were nine masons in 1851 and after 1854 firms in eastern Finchley like Joslin  or Bower of High 

Road provided elaborate monuments for the three cemeteries.  

 

The Great North Road from an early date stimulated the brewing industry. The many medieval offences 
concerning ale included brewing against the assize, regrating, selling by cup rather than measure, failing 

to send for the ale-taster or to display a sign, and, in 1484, placing hops in the ale 'to the great damage 

and danger of the king's lieges'.  The number of offenders, 10 brewers in 1436 and 14 regrators in 1475, 

suggests that much ale was brewed for travellers.  Many of the inns were along the high street in 
Whetstone.  Five of the twelve public houses in 1841 lay along the Great North Road  and at least another 

two grew up there on the edge of the common.  The White Lion, where the road left Hornsey park and 

prominent throughout the 18th century, had by 1841 apparently ceased to be a public house. 

 

Large stables were needed at the inns and from the 16th century Finchley men benefited from the droves 
of animals and waggons journeying to London. Between 1613 and 1617 a mealman and nine others from 

Finchley and Whetstone were licensed as badgers and kidders.  Horse-dealing, although not horse-

breeding, became profitable in Whetstone and in the 18th century Coleharbour was an important centre. 

William Castle (d. 1775), horse-dealer, was probably the father of William Castle of Coleharbour (fl. 
1784).  In 1790 Coleharbour was sold to John Kendrick, a dealer from Kilburn who exported to France and 

who leased the premises, which included stabling for 45 horses, to another dealer, John Shaw of Finchley.  

Mark Lemon, a stable-keeper from Oxford Street, bought land in Finchley c. 1800 and Samuel Wimbush 

and his sons, job-masters of Oxford Street, trained horses for the royal family.  
 

Pickford's, the carriers, from their earliest days used the Great North Road.  Joseph Baxendale, a native of 

Lancashire who worked for the cotton trade in London, began investing in Pickford's in 1817 and soon 

controlled it. Having purchased property at Whetstone in the 1820s, including some from Francis H. 
Choppin, a bankrupt horsedealer, and built a country residence, he established a hospital for 100 sick 

horses, with fields for 200 more. His sons and grandson maintained the connexion with Whetstone until 

horses gave way to mechanized transport.  

 

In 1936 Pickford's took over Chaplin and Horne, their rivals for over a century. Benjamin Worthy Horne, 
who had stables at the White Lion, and William Chaplin, with more than 82 stables at the Swan and 

Pyramids in Whetstone in 1840, were London coach-masters who in the 1830s had joined forces in the 

carrying business. At the height of his prosperity Chaplin had 2,000 horses and 27 mail-coaches leaving 

London every night, many of which used the Great North Road but most of which were superseded by the 
railways.  In 1851 there were still 7 horse- or stable-keepers, 4 horse-dealers, 17 grooms and a jockey, 

19 smiths, and 2 harness-makers. There were 16 coachmen, some employed privately and others by the 

2 coach proprietors, 13 carriers, and 3 carmen. Inns and beer-houses employed 31 people.  

 
William Onyon and his son Thomas were coachmakers in 1735 and there was coach-building in Church 

End at the end of the 18th century.  Bicycles were made, usually in small workshops, from the late 19th 

century and after the First World War there were several firms connected with motor cars, in 1920 

including Blaker Motor & Welding Co. at Manor works in East End Road, the East Finchley Motor 

Engineering Co. in High Road, East Finchley, and De Dion Bouton (1907) at Woodside works in High Road, 
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North Finchley.  The Finchley branch of Mann Egerton & Co. originated after the First World War, when J. 

Sherwood began selling surplus army vehicles in Totteridge Lane. He purchased a body-repair department 
in Ballards Lane, calling it Great Northern Motors, and left Totteridge Lane for Whetstone and North 

Finchley, where showrooms were built on the Great North Road, in 1936. In 1945 the company was sold 

to H. A. Saunders, who expanded it to 13 branches and sold it in 1969 to Mann Egerton & Co., employers 

of some 130 people in Finchley and Whetstone in 1977.  
 

In 1977 there were several firms connected with motor cars, especially along the Great North Road in 

North Finchley. The most important was CAV Ltd. at East Finchley, where Frederick Simms, a pioneer in 

the field of motor mechanics, had bought the Grange and 6 a. at Oak Lane and founded Simms Motor 
Units (1920). The factory closed between 1921 and 1926 but thereafter production rose and c. 1935 the 

company acquired a new headquarters in East Finchley. New buildings, including laboratories and an 

instruction school, were added until in 1960 there was no room for expansion. Subsidiary companies were 

taken over from the 1950s, in 1968 Simms itself was acquired by CAV Ltd., part of Lucas Industries, and 
in 1973 the name was changed to CAV Ltd. Rising petrol prices from 1973 stimulated the production of 

diesel engines and in 1975 major changes were begun, involving rebuilding and the lease of an adjacent 

site. By 1977 the company employed some 1,960 people in East Finchley.  

 

Most industry has been small, short-lived, and varied. Among the larger and older firms are Clark's 
Bakeries, which moved from Upper Holloway and opened in 1927 as Burton's Bakeries on the site of an 

old house in the Walks, Park Road. The name was changed to Merry Miller Bakeries in the early 1930s 

and, after Rank's had taken it over in 1961, to Clark's Bakeries in 1963. The premises were extended in 

1934 and 1961 and 200 people were employed there in 1977.  Advance Cleaners & Launderers (London), 
founded in 1928 by the amalgamation of fourteen laundries, employed c. 176 people in 1977.  

 

Social & cultural 

Sport often centred on the inns. There was a cock yard at the Five Bells in 1776, prize fights were held 
there in the 1840s, and a man was killed at a boxing match at the Red Lion in 1825. There was a skittle 

ground in the 1850s at the Queen's Head in Church End and a bowling green c. 1860 at the Bald-faced 

Stag, which was advertised as possessing a restaurant suitable for visitors to the neighbouring 

cemeteries.  Finchley had seven friendly societies, which usually met at inns, between 1814 and 1868.  

 
In the 1840s East End was the scene of much drunkenness and of foot-races and steeplechases which 

alarmed the middle-class inhabitants.  Races were also held from 1869 until 1872, when they were 

abandoned as a public nuisance.  

 
Entertainment at middle-class homes during the 19th century included skating and firework parties, 

dances, and concerts.  The tenor John Braham  sang at a concert at a villa in Finchley in 1822  and large 

houses were later used for garden parties, like those held at Hamilton House c. 1900, or for fêtes such as 

that opened by Queen Amélie of Portugal at Manor House in 1921.  
 

Finchley cricket club existed in 1832 and Finchley Amateurs and Whetstone or Woodside club, which had 

been founded by Joseph Baxendale in the grounds of his house, by 1869. The three clubs were merged in 

1872 and had absorbed others, such as Torrington Park (1890), by 1894.  Said to be one of the best in 
north London by 1905, Finchley cricket club played at Ballards Lane and Long Lane until it acquired its 

pitch at East End Road by 1908.  Other cricket clubs included East Finchley (1889), Thursday Club (1896), 

and West Finchley (1935), which had all disappeared by 1955.  Middlesex county cricket club acquired 20 

a. in Finchley for playing fields in 1938 but was prevented from using them by the war.  In 1956 

Middlesex county cricket school moved from the Alexandra Palace to a new building on the site of Manor 
Lodge, where it remained in 1977.  

 

Finchley football club was founded in 1874 and played on rented pitches in Long Lane, Whetstone, and 

Fallow Corner before acquiring part of the Glebeland sports field in 1932.  Finchley and District football 
league existed by 1935 and two other football clubs by 1955.  Nicholas Lane Jackson, known as 'Pa', who 

founded the football club, and revived the cricket club, started Finchley rugby club in 1875. It was re-

formed in 1895 and 1925 and acquired a pitch at Glebeland in 1932, where a new club-house was opened 

in 1968.  
 

North Finchley tennis club in Nether Street existed by 1887 and there were still courts near by in 1936, 

although they were built over soon afterwards.  Finchley tennis club started c. 1928 and still existed in 

1977. Other sports clubs included Finchley boxing club, founded by 'Pa' Jackson in 1879,  Finchley 
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Harriers, also founded in 1879, which provided members of the Olympic team in 1908,  Shaftesbury 

Harriers, founded in 1890, and Victoria bowling club, which existed by 1935.  
 

The Finchley sports federation between 1925, when fifteen clubs were affiliated to it, and 1953 pressed 

the council to provide more grounds and, specifically, a running track.  The federation may have been 

alarmed because the many athletics grounds which were leased from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
near the Bishop's Avenue were taken for building.  By the mid 1930s, however, there were, in addition to 

the sports complex at Glebeland, grounds bordering Dollis brook and in East End Road, playing fields in 

Whetstone, three bowling greens, and five tennis courts.  A 'magnificent' skating rink was opened at High 

Road, North Finchley, in 1910 but it had been replaced by a motor works by 1935.  
 

Finchley golf club, one of the earliest in Middlesex, was founded in 1892 and opened a small course with a 

club-house across the Hendon boundary in 1903.  It was refounded in 1930 by the council, with the 

original course and adjoining land, which after 1933 lay within Finchley.  Hampstead golf club, which was 
founded in 1893, leased and in 1930 bought land within Finchley from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners.  

 

The churches supported many clubs. In the late 19th and 20th centuries Christ Church had a library and 

cricket club and St. Mary's a temperance band of hope.  North Finchley Baptist church ran lawn tennis and 

bowling clubs and Church End Congregational church ran tennis courts, a library, a literary and social 
union, and a music circle founded in 1917.   

 

Woodside hall and assembly rooms were built in 1885 by Henry Holden, the proprietor of Woodside Park 

estate. Of red brick with a slate roof in the 'Elizabethan' style and enlarged in 1898, the building housed 
the Woodside club from 1886 to 1951. Facilities included tennis and billiards, and members numbered 114 

by 1906. The hall was licensed for plays and music, mostly performed by Woodside Park musical society, 

and became a synagogue in 1950.  

 
A working men's institute, called Whetstone club in 1887, existed in Totteridge Lane by 1864,  had moved 

to Friern Barnet Lane by 1900, and survived in 1935.  There was an institute at East End by 1871, 

perhaps the working men's institute in Bull Lane in 1890.  In Church End, Hamilton hall opened in 1899 

and a working men's club was founded by the vicar by 1900.  Finchley allotment holders' exhibition 

society was founded in 1892 to encourage thrift among the working class, East Finchley constitutional club 
had its own premises in Market Place by 1908, and Finchley boys' club met at St. Mary's school during the 

1930s.  

 

There were assembly rooms in Church End in the 1880s.  Halls licensed for music and dancing included 
King Edward's and the Grand hall in North Finchley in 1913, when the former Methodist chapel in 

Stanhope Road was converted from a theatre into a cinema.  Finchley Theatre Co. was wound up in 1932.  

There were five cinemas by 1913: the Empire and the Picturedrome in Great North Road, East Finchley, 

the Rink and the Stanhope in North Finchley, and the Alcazar, later renamed the Bohemia.  The Stanhope, 
an iron hall, was put up for sale in 1916 as a lecture hall or factory.  The Bohemia, in Ballards Lane, 

became a factory and a second Bohemia later made way for the municipal Gateway House.  In 1919 there 

were protests against a proposed cinema in Church End, probably the one in Regent's Park Road, north of 

Arcadia Avenue.  The Grand Hall cinema, which was presumably the successor of the Rink, was replaced 
in 1939 by the Odeon, later the Gaumont, at the junction of Great North Road with Kingsway.  It survived 

in 1977, when the only other cinema was the Phoenix, formerly the Rex, which had opened in Great North 

Road, East End, by 1935.  

 

The Barnet Press and General Advertiser was founded in 1859 as a weekly newspaper for a wide area, 
including Finchley and Whetstone, and survived in 1978 as the Finchley Press, Friern Barnet Chronicle and 

Muswell Hill Press.  The Finchley Press, a member of the Barnet Press group, was founded in 1893, and 

still published weekly in 1978.  

 

Public Services 
The 'fine spring water' of many wells was noted as a feature of the parish as a whole in 1717, wells were 

supplemented by numerous ponds and by rainwater tanks.  Public wells included Brownswell, which was 

used by travellers across the common and repaired by the feoffees of the charity estates.  In 1717 the 

conduit had recently been mended.  The feoffees also maintained wells at Church End in 1791, abandoned 
in 1792 after it had fallen in, and in Nether Street from 1793 until after 1844.  The town well at 

Whetstone was ordered to be opened in 1819, whereupon the encloser brought an action against the 

parish officers in 1820. The vestry had to pay damages but the inhabitants' right to use the well was 

upheld.  
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The Regent's Canal Co. acquired land for a reservoir at Strawberry Vale in 1811 but the scheme was 
abandoned and the site drained c. 1820.  There were water works in High Road and Hampstead Lane 

belonging to the New River Co. in 1859.  In 1866, when considering the problems of drainage and 

sewerage, the vestry declared that it was not necessary to do anything about the water supply but by 

1871 the East Barnet Water Co. was supplying cottages at Whetstone.  In the 1880s water was still drawn 
from wells, many of which were contaminated by sewage.  By 1890 the East Barnet Water Co. was the 

Barnet District Gas & Water Co., which in 1901 defended itself against the UDC's charge that the water-

rate was too high by claiming that deep boring had been necessary.  The company, called the Barnet 

District Water Co. in 1955, was absorbed into the Lee Valley Water Co. in 1960.  
 

Sewerage, because of large-scale building, presented problems by 1867, when complaints to the Home 

Secretary led to an inquiry.  The inspector stated that he had long been worried by Finchley's sanitary 

condition: open pools and streams were polluted and many houses were being built without sewers. 
Cholera provided the necessary stimulus to spend money, which was borrowed to build sewers and tanks 

at Church End, East End, North End, and Whetstone. By 1868, however, the sewers were full and other 

houses needed cesspools, especially in Whetstone. Privies were made compulsory for all houses in 1869. 

In 1870 the Lee Conservancy Board complained about sewage from Bounds Green brook, while East 

Finchley's sewerage flowed through St. Pancras cemetery, where it was further polluted by the shallow 
graves of paupers. A special vestry meeting vetoed plans to draw up a drainage scheme for the whole 

parish, and a committee, unable to find a panacea 'any more than they have discovered the Philosophers' 

stone', decided that the existing system of six outfalls of sewage in the east was the cheapest. Finchley 

blamed Colney Hatch asylum for continued pollution of Bounds Green brook, open drains were still a 
nuisance in 1871, and typhoid broke out at Whetstone in 1872. In 1874 Barnet rural sanitary authority 

drew Finchley's attention to the need for comprehensive drainage. 

 

Sewerage was one of the main problems facing the new local board of health, whose medical officer in 
1879 revealed that little had changed since 1867.  Finchley, after considering plans to co-operate with 

Friern Barnet and Edmonton, acquired over 100 a. at Strawberry Vale  and built a complete system to 

serve 2,355 a. of the most populous part of the parish, with high- and low-level sewers discharging into 

works built at Summers Lane in 1885.  Later improvements included bacteriological treatment of the 

sewage from 1897 and works to deal with surface water draining into the near-by brooks in 1903.  
Sewage was rerouted to Deepham, Edmonton, in 1963, the Summers Lane works being demolished.  A 

refuse destructor was built near the sewage farm in 1928 and demolished in 1965.  

 

Hospital provision had been foreshadowed by the addition of two rooms to the workhouse in 1805.  In 
1831, expecting cholera, the vestry set up a committee which issued instructions for cleanliness and took 

the opportunity to warn that in cases of insobriety the disease was 'most peculiarly fatal'.  The outbreak 

was less severe than had been feared.  Poor sanitary conditions, especially in Whetstone and East End, 

made diseases like typhoid common throughout the 19th century,  although in 1880 Finchley was said to 
have less tuberculosis than most areas.  

 

During a smallpox epidemic in 1881 St. Pancras put up temporary tents on its land in Finchley in spite of 

opposition from the local board, which sent its own smallpox victims to Barnet union workhouse or to 
Highgate.  In 1889 the board built its own hospital for infectious diseases, unsuitably sited near the 

sewage farm in Summers Lane.  It accommodated 24 in 1913 but was superseded by Coppetts Wood 

hospital in Hornsey, with whose council Finchley and Wood Green agreed to share costs in 1922.  

 

Finchley cottage hospital, built mostly by subscription on a site at Fallow Corner given by Ebenezer 
Homan, opened with 18 beds in 1908 and was renamed Finchley Memorial hospital and extended to 46 

beds in 1922. A private wing was opened in 1933 and there were 124 beds by 1977.  

 

A convalescent home belonging to the National Hospital for Diseases of the Nervous System, Bloomsbury, 
had opened in East End Road in 1870 and had 16 female patients by 1881. It moved to the Bishop's 

Avenue in 1895, where it had 36 beds in 1931 and 25 in 1961. A rehabilitation building was opened in 

1967.  

 
Woodside Home for incurable and infirm women moved in 1888 from Great Ormond Street to Whetstone, 

where H. Lloyd Baxendale gave it a house and grounds.  It had 44 patients in 1891  and 54 beds in 1931 

but closed between 1937 and 1941.  The Grange, a private lunatic asylum, had opened by 1901, when it 

had seven inmates and twice as many staff.  St. Elizabeth's, a female geriatric hospital, opened in 1953 in 
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Friern Watch, Ebenezer Homan's home on the Friern Barnet border at Whetstone, and had 40 beds by 

1975.  
 

A cage on the waste near the church, with stocks near by, was to be built in 1784 on the magistrates' 

recommendation. In 1801 the parish contributed towards Highgate cage but in 1806 a bricklayer was to 

repair a cage which presumably stood in Finchley. In 1812 Finchley and Friern Barnet failed to agree on a 
joint plan to build a cage aginst the toll-house at Whetstone. In 1815 the vestry asserted that a place of 

confinement was absolutely necessary and again planned cages at Whetstone and near the stocks at 

Church End, suggesting that the earlier cage was no longer in use. There was still no agreement with 

Friern Barnet but a brick cage was built at Church End close to the Queen's Head. Pupils of the National 
school had to pass the cage and in 1860 the prisoners' behaviour led the vestry to demand its closure, but 

the Metropolitan Police insisted on keeping it: 143 persons had been confined there during the last five 

years. The cage was eventually removed in 1880. 

 
Three police forces operated in the mid 19th century: the parish constable, the Metropolitan Police, and 

the Bow Street horse patrol. The patrol, revived in 1805 to safeguard the turnpike roads out of London,  

was first recorded in Finchley in 1818. By 1828 its third division operated as far as Whetstone and in 1836 

four constables worked from Finchley and two from Whetstone. There was still a Bow Street horse patrol 

station on the Great North Road in 1851, with four men. There were then eleven other policemen, 
presumably from the metropolitan force, in the parish.  From 1840 Finchley was included in the 

Metropolitan Police District.  A police station was built at Whetstone, on the east side of the main road, in 

1851 and was inadequate in 1911, when a new site was bought in Friern Barnet Lane. It was only in 

1948, however, that the adjoining premises at the corner of High Road and Friern Barnet Lane were 
bought and in 1960 that the new station opened there and the old one closed.  In 1865 the vestry 

requested more police  and in 1873 a police station was opened in Church End, in a rented house. 

Wentworth Lodge in Ballards Lane was bought in 1886 and a station was opened on the site in 1889, 

closed in 1965, and rebuilt shortly afterwards. 
 

A fire-engine had to be brought from Highgate in 1813 but by 1824 Finchley had its own, which the 

churchwardens were responsible for repairing in 1845 and 1849.  A volunteer fire brigade was formed c. 

1870; composed mainly of traders, it kept a hose and cart in a shed opposite Woodhouse Road and later 

at the Queen's Head hotel in East End Road. A fire station opened in 1888 in a shop in Hendon Lane and 
later in adjoining shops.  In 1890 the brigade consisted of twelve men and five auxiliaries.  The local 

board had a fire committee by 1889 but decided against a new station on grounds of expense.  The new 

UDC took over the voluntary brigade and in 1899 formed a professional force,  which in 1904 acquired 

one of the first motorpowered fire-engines.  A sub-station for North Finchley opened in 1890 at Tally Ho 
Corner, moved in 1902 to Torrington Park, and closed in 1930. Another for East End opened in 1895 near 

the Baldfaced Stag, moved to Church Lane and then to Chapel Street, and closed in 1931. Whetstone was 

served by a sub-station opened near the police station in 1896 and closed c. 1933.  In 1935 a combined 

fire and ambulance station opened at the junction of Long Lane and the North Circular Road, superseding 
the Church End station and the recently closed sub-stations.  

 

Slipper and swimming baths were opened at Squires Lane in 1915. An open-air swimming pool was 

opened as part of a sports ground on the former glebeland in High Road, north of the junction with the 
North Circular Road, in 1931.  


