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Oldest part  



Some twenty years ago, Eddie Lugg had the idea of tracing his ancestry, since there were so 
may Luggs buried in the Churchyard at Gunwalloe Church Cove. Whilst Eddie and his 
family were visiting Beth Williams (nee Richards) at Cury, Beth mentioned she had the 
family Bible of Eddie's great, great grandfather, Edward Lugg and Eddie asked her to send 
him a copy of the family details recorded in it. The information received threw Eddie into 
confusion, he could not make these facts tally with those he already had and there were too 
many 'Edward Luggs’; consequently he did not proceed any further. Following Beth's death 
in June 1989 her husband Frank gave Eddie the Bible to keep. 

Several years later Eddie's first cousin, Clifford who was in Helston was passed a letter which 
had been sent to the West Britton Newspaper, requesting information about the Lugg family 
at Hingey farm and the Freeman family at Chyvarloe farm in Gunwalloe. This led to a visit 
by Cathy Grosvenor, the sister of Joseph William Henry Lugg, now aged 84 years, retired 
professor of Biology and Chemistry at Melbourne University. Eddie is extremely grateful to 
Joe, for his research over 30 years, assisted by Cathy, which has made it possible to make this 
commentary. Clifford eventually received a letter from Cathy asking for details of Edward 
Lugg's family. Clifford sent the letter on to Eddie who was able to forward the information 
Beth provided so long ago. Cathy was ecstatic, as these details provided the missing link 
showing that Edddie's great, great, grandfather Edward, was the brother of Cathy's and Joe's 
great, great, grandfather William. Joe has prepared a pedigree of his line of descent which has 
been accepted by the College of Arms. The Pedigree commences with Thomas Lugg 
(Baptised c. 1580) who married Fayth Andrew at St. Keverne on the 16th January 1614 and 
farmed at Trevithian in that Parish. The family appears to have continued farming at 
Trevithian, but in 1777 one of the descendants Simon Lugg, married Christine Dale, who 
bore him four sons, but she died shortly after the birth of the last son Thomas. Nine years 
later, Simon married Elizabeth Pascoe, who was considerably younger and she bore him five 
children. Joe's conjecture is that Elizabeth had been recruited as a wet nurse for the infant 
Thomas and a surrogate mother for the other children. To be a wet nurse, Elizabeth either 
needed to have an illegitimate child or be married. If the latter, this would account for the 
delay of nine years as she could not re-marry until her husband had died. However, there is 
no proof so far. 

Simon, from the date of his first marriage, lived at Trelease, Ruan Minor and all the children 
of both marriages, except Edward, who was born on the 13th. July 1797 were baptised at the 
Parish Church in Ruan Major. This church is now in ruins and there is no trace of Edward's 
baptism in County Records of that church or the church at Ruan Minor. 

Simon's house at Trelease was occupied until after the Second World War, but now stands 
derelict and in ruins, the present owner having built a modern bungalow on the land. 

Simon's son, Edward by his second marriage (Eddie's great, great, grandfather married Julian 
Hendy at Gunwalloe Church Cove in 1819. As you will see from the pamphlet attached and 
the photograph, it is a very beautiful place with the church built into the cliff. In the boundary 
wall is an outside font where Eddie's father Wilson Lugg was baptised as an infant. Here, can 
be seen the tombstones of the Lugg family including Eddie's great, great, grandfather Edward 
and his great grandfather Henry. As one enters the Churchyard the imposing memorial of 
Grace Hendy Lugg can be seen. This lady was the daughter of Edward and a sister to Henry. 
On the north side of the Church is Dollar Cove where a Spanish ship, believed to be carrying 
thousands of Dollar coins was wrecked in 1785. The area is now owned by the National 
Trust. 



Trelease. Ruan Major. Now derelict (1992).  Home of Simon Lugg 1737. 

 

 

 



Edward & Julian lived in a cottage in Gunwalloe village known by Eddie as "Sunny Mount" 
which will be referred to later and the family continued farming in the area for 150 years. 
Henry became a master blacksmith and occupied the forge at Berepper. Eddie's grandfather, 
Edward followed his father's trade as a master blacksmith, but because there was not enough 
work in the village decided to walk to London to seek work there. Being unsuccessful, he 
then walked to Birmingham, again without success and upon returning to London set up a 
coach building business with his brother William in Marlborough Yard N.19. Edward 
married Eleanor Wilson at the Islington Parish Church in 1879. Eleanor was the daughter of a 
publican and there was a marriage settlement which came to an end after the last War when 
the Government paid out the War Damage Claims (the properties having been destroyed by 
fire during the bombing of London) and the City of London and the City of Finsbury 
compulsorily purchased the land of the properties involved. Two of the properties are 
incorporated in the Barbican Project and today they would be worth millions. The funds were 
paid out to the five children or their descendants but each share was only a few hundred 
pounds!! 

There seems to have been a great deal of commuting between Holloway and Gunwalloe. 
Eddie's great Uncle Willie owned a house called "Drop Anchor" there and two adjoining 
properties Marlborough Cottage" and "New Cottage" were built by the Lugg family. "Sunny 
Mount" which had been occupied by Edward and Julian appears to have been leased by The 
Rogers Family at Penrose Estate to the Rev. John Rogers and Edward Lugg. This is shown in 
the Parish Records at County Records and identified on the Tithe Map. The cottage is situated 
behind the Village Hall (but in Eddie's boyhood it was the Mission Hall, being part of the 
Parish Church. The Rev. Rogers and Edward were obviously trustees and Edward was 
permitted to occupy the cottage. Subsequently it was leased   to Eddie's Aunt Maud for a term 
of a life which lease fell in about 1932 when the person died. Eddie's family, during Aunt 
Maud's tenancy spent every August at Sunny Mount and visits were made to Harry and other 
relatives. Lugg Bros, continued in Holloway until 1949 when Edward's son Thomas, who had 
been carrying on the business, died. 

Towards the end of the 19th century, Eddie's grandfather Edward's brother, Thomas Freeman 
Lugg (great Uncle Tom) took over the farm at Hingey and his wife Mary bountifully 
presented him with 14 children. The Lugg family then virtually ran the village of Gunwalloe; 
the Post Office, the Blacksmiths shop, the general stores etc. In addition to Hingey Farm 
Great Uncle Tom had two traction engines and a tractor and three threshing machines which 
toured the farms for miles around after harvest and they are still well remembered in the area. 
One year during the thirties Thomas' son Silas was the champion wheat sheaf pitcher for the 
whole of Southern England. Eddie used to enjoy his holidays, visiting the farms, riding on the 
wagons, fetching the cows, collecting the eggs etc. Uncle Harry had a two wheel high trap, 
which seated five people but the seating had to be adjusted to balance the shafts for the horse. 
When going uphill, the passengers had to get out and walk. Lugg Bros made a horse bus 
called "The Pioneer" and sent it to Heston by train with two horses, as the right breed of horse 
was not available in Cornwall. Uncle Harry used to drive villagers from Gunwalloe into 
Helston. Eddie last saw the bus being used as a chicken house at Tangies Farm. 

Eddie's Uncle Harry, Clifford's father, did not like London and when he left school at 13 
years, he went to live with his grandfather Henry at Gunwalloe. He married Beatrice Freeman 
from Chyvarloe Farm and farmed at Lower Tangies. Modernisation has now taken place 
there, not only of the building, but also of the land. Where there was marsh land, where one 
could sink up to the knee, the land has been drained and is now a paddock. Clifford farmed at  
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Blacksmith’s shop Gunwalloe. 

 Henry Lugg (b. 1826), Edward Lugg (b.1852). Demolished in 1993 for the erection of 
houses 



Gwenter and then at Higher Tangies until ill health forced him to retire to Helston. Uncle 
Harry left Tangies and moved to Goonhusband Farm at Degibna and then into Helston in the 
last years of his life. 

This concludes the ancient history of the Lugg Family in Cornwall and it is Eddie's hope that 
this record will be of interest to present and future generations. 

 

 

 

Sunny Mount. Home of Edward Lugg from July 1819. Situated behind the Mission Hall 
(now the village Community Hall). 



 

Lower Tangies, Gunwalloe. Occupied by Harry (Henry) Samuel Lugg (b. 1826)  

 

Higher Tangies, Gunwalloe. Occupied by Harry’s son Clifford Freeman Lugg.  

The windows on the right were formerly the barn. Incorporated as part of the house in 1992. 
Both farms now worked as one for economic reasons.



 



 

Houses built by the Lugg family in Gunwalloe 

                       

 

Above:  New Cottage and Marlborough Cottage 

Below:  Drop Anchor 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 





THE ANCESTRY OF THE LUGG FAMILY 

 

THOMAS LUGG  
Bptd c 1580 
 
Brd 20.3.1656 
 

= FAYTH ANDREW  
Bptd c 1590 
M 16.1.1614 
Brd 12.5.1670 
 

St. Keverne 

GEORGE LUGG  
Bptd 15.9.1615 
 
Brd    28.11.1693 
 

= M c.1647 St. Keverne 

GEORGE LUGG 
Bptd    c 1648 
 
Brd      13.6.1734 
 

= JANE JAMES  
Bptd 2.2.1659 
M 11.6.1683 
Brd 9.1.1743     

St. Keverne 

ALEXANDER LUGG  
Bptd      28.7.1706 
 
Brd      1.9.1774 
 

= MARY  DALE  
Bptd 7.11.1711 
M    20.1.1736 
Brd  15.1.1792 
 

St. Keverne 

SIMON LUGG 
Bptd    18.12.1737 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brd      18.5.1825 
 

= CHRISTIAN DALE (lst wife) 
Bptd 8.4.1744 
M    20.5.1777  
Brd  2.3.1785 
 
ELIZABETH PASCOE(2nd wife)  
Bptd 5.11.1766 
M    26.11.1793  
Brd  19.10.1835 
 

Ruan Major 
 
 
 
 
Ruan Major 

EDWARD LUGG  
B     13.7.1797 
 
D     5.4.1883 
 

= JULIAN HENDY  
B   11.5.1795  
M   21.7.1819  
Brd 23.12.1860 

Ruan Major & 
Gunwalloe 

HENRY  LUGG  
B     26.2.1826 
D     27.9.1916 
 

= ANNIE FREEMAN  
M   4.3.1844 
 

Gunwalloe 

EDWARD LUGG 
Bptd 24.12.1854 
 
D 17.1.1917 
 

= ELEANOR WILSON 
B     1852  
M  9.4.1879  
D  24.5.1915 
 

Gunwalloe & 
Islington 

WILSON LUGG 
B    18.371894: 
 
D.   10.4.1960 
 

= ALICE BERRY 
B 9.5.1890 
M  6.9.1914  
D  26.5.1967 
 

Islington & 
Finchley 

EDWARD CHARLES LUGG  
B  27.4.1922 

= JOAN CONSTANCE MOUATT 
B  31.12.1921 
M  19.6.1948 
 

Finchley, Gidea 
Park & South 
Woodham Ferrers 



Christianity in 
days gone by 

To Thomas. Eddie Lugg writes: "When I was on holiday in Cornwall 
earlier this year I was given the Family Bible of my great, 
greatgrandfather, Edward Lugg. Inside, to my surprise, 
were two letters written by him to his daughter Nancy, 
dated October 1868, and the other to his grandson 
Thomas, dated May 1875. At the date of the latter 
Edward was 78 years old. The letters were seven pages 
each, and in very good handwriting. I feel this extract 
gives a glimpse of Christianity at that time." 

I think I need not say much 
about our Missionary services, for 
I doubt not but that Elizabeth has 
already given you all, yea more 
than all the Information that I can 
give, I just say I heard Mr. Miller 
preach Sunday evening and 
Monday afternoon and was 
highly pleased indeed, and I 
believe his Preaching was highly 
esteemed by all classes, The 
Chapel was crowded, many other 
Societies attended and the 
collections were I think above £13 
more than they were last year, so 
you see we could be well pleased 
and highly satisfied." 

"I am glad to inform you that I 
received a letter from my nephew 
Lewes S.Lugg from Portsmouth 
some little time since but he is not 
intending to come to Cornwall 
this summer, as his second 
brother is going to Portsmouth to 
spend his holidays with him and 
younger brother. 

Converted 
They are three nice young men, 

I don't know that either of them 
profess to be converted, but I 
believe they are strictly moral in 
their character. 

They are Churchmen, their 
Father was, and the greater part of 
the Grampound Folks, especially 
those who are a little above the 
common people are chiefly 
Churchgoing people, Lewes 
Simon told me that you sent him 
on your letter, a long account of 
Messrs Moody & Sankey's 
services and success in Manches-
ter. 

He also said it appeared likely that they 
would visit Portsmouth in the summer, 
if so, he should try to hear them. It is 
gladdening to hear of the thousands of 
their hearers that have received the 
Truth in the Love thereof and are made 
happy in the love of Jesus Christ the 
Saviour of sinners, would to God my 
Dear Thomas that you were one of the 
many that have come out on the Lord's 
side and joined themselves to Christ 
and His People, and be one of them to 
who he hath said, Fear not little Flock, It 
is your Father's good pleasure to give 
you the Kingdom. 

Remember that many that have not by 
far that share of intelligence that you 
possess have done so. Your now aged 
Grandfather for one at the age of 36 gave 
my heart to God and joined the 
Methodist Society and by Repentance 
toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, obtained a sweet sense of the 
forgiveness of my sins and could rejoice 
in my reconciled Father. 

But Oh how often I wished to myself 
that I had done so 20 years sooner, then 
the Lord would have had the best 20 
years of my life. Then I should have 20 
years sin less to repent of and perhaps by 
the blessing of God I might have been of 
some little use among my fellow men. 

I think at our last parting we said a few 
words on this subject and you referred to 

some that you knew that made a great 
profeesion but their lives were very far 
from being consistent with their 
profession, as if that were a plea for 
your not joining, or inviting yourself 
to Christ or his people. 

I doubt not but that almost all God's 
people, even the most pious and 
Godly of them might say the same, I 
have many times had the very same 
things cast in my teeth, as it were, 
when I have been trying to persuade 
others to seek the salvation of their 
souls, and now I would say to you as I 
said to a neighbour one day, God has 
convinced me that such excuses will 
not do for me. 

Character 

On the same grounds may we 
refuse to follow and trust in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, because two of his own 
disciples betrayed Him and denied 
Him. 

But I must close, I fear I shall tire 
you, but would just say, we want men 
of good moral character, honest, 
truthful and firm in principle whose 
word is their Deed. This may be the 
last time I may write you on this or on 
any other subject, I hope you will not 
say that I am too pressing. What is all 
the World without Religion?



A glimpse of 
Grandad's 
Christianity 
 
 

 

 

 

Nancy, I am very glad to hear since that you are 
still on the recovery. May God in great mercy 
restore you to perfect health both of body and 
soul, that the affliction He laid upon you may be 
sanctified by Himself to the good, yea, to the 
sound conversion of your soul and to Praise and 
Glory of His own Holy Name. 

I am glad and thankful also unto God that 
Elizabeth is got about so well for her own sake 
and for the sake of the dear little ones and for 
William. Poor fellow I often think about him, I 
think he is a kind and good husband, I wish they 
were in better circumstances, and I should be 
glad if I were able to render more help 
towards their getting on with the family. 

I hope by some expressions I have heard from 
Elizabeth that her mind is made up to seek and 
serve the Lord, and not to rest or stop short of a 
knowledge of salvation through faith in Jesus. 

Circumstance 

I now just wish to relate a circumstance to you 
which took place between me and Uncle Luke 
Bray when he was on his death bed. I am not 
certain whether you have heard it before or no, 
when I was coming out to Mrs Rowe's funeral, his 
son N. Bray was coming on with his cart and he 
asked me to ride, which I was very glad to do. 

Well, the case about Uncle Luke came so fresh to 
my mind as if it had only taken place the day 
before. I asked him first how long since his 
Father is dead, he said he could not exactly say, 
but supposed it was 14 or 15 years, I told him I 
was with him often while on his death bed and 
one time in particular I shall never forget, (he would 

never let me go without a Prayer) While this time 
engaged in prayer his loud Amens would 
almost drown my voice, but while offering 
prayer for our different families, no one there 
but he and I, he gave a loud shriek which startled 
me and I looked upon him he was sitting up in bed, 
with his hands lifted up he was looking towards the 
opposite side of the room and loudly cryed out 
"A light against the screen, a light against the 
screen," so I could not go on. After a short time 
he became a little composed and said to me with a 
strong voice, Didn't you feel it good? 

Interview 

I said yes I did but nothing very particular, Well 
he said you might'en but God will hear Prayer. 
Well this brief account of that interview with his 
dying Father I related to him just as I have now 
wrote to you. Then I said what thousands of 
prayers since he was converted he has offered up 
for you, he said I know it, well I said I do not 
hear of your being converted and made your peace 
with God, he said he had not, I said suppose all 
these prayers should fall to the ground, would it 
not be awful, and don't you think it would be the 
best thing you could do to seek the Lord? He 
heartily said I am sure of it, and as we were parting 
I took him by the hand and said, now do be 
persuaded and seek the Lord. He said I will. 

I wished him well and said, God bless you. I 
have not spoken to him since. Then I came on by 
myself 1 thought who can tell but that the 
prayer of the dying Father might yet be 
answered in the son's conversion and eternal 
salvation though offered so many years ago, I felt 
thankful to God for that opportunity and that he 
put it into my mind to speak to him on the 
subject and then in lifting up my heart to God in 
prayer and praise I cannot find words to describe to 
you how good I felt, but this I can say it was indeed 
a time of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord. I felt that I could and did shout praises to his 

Holy name. 

Then my mind was turned towards you and 
the rest of my own children. For I have also 
thousands upon thousands of Prayers for you all, 
nearly 35 years since I began to pray for myself, 
from from which time I have never spent a day 
without praying for my family and that God 
would bless them all even as myself, that is with a 
present and everlasting salvation. 

My dear Nancy I feel still encouraged to pray, 
for with every commandment, there is a promise 
connected. There is one be not weary in well doing 
and in due season ye shall reap if ye faint not. I 
thank God, weak as I am, I am not weary, for I 
have many times had foretastes of much better 
things to come. Some of the family you know have 
sought the Lord in early life, there is no doubt 
but poor dear Ellen is in Heaven. You know as 
well as I do about Sam. I hope some others 
are also seeking. May God bless you with grace 
not only to seek but to find the Lord to the joy of 
your soul, I know you consider yourself blest in 
your family, so do I. 

Converted 

How your husband and children would rejoice 
to see you converted, so should I, you yourself 
would rejoice with a joy unspeakable and full of 
Glory, I hope I am not intruding on your patience, 
but one thing I do desire, I do not expect to see 
all my children together even them that are living, 
any more in this world, but do wish, desire and 
pray that they may all be converted before I die 
and that through God's mercy in Christ Jesus, as 
an unbroken family we may meet in Heaven - 

God grant it Amen. 

• Edward was obviously a very devout follower 
of the Lord. I wonder whether there are any lessons for 
us in his letters ? Eddie.

When I was on holiday in Cornwall 
in May, I was given the Family Bible 
of my great great grandfather, 
Edward Lugg. Inside, to my 
surprise, were two letters written 
by him to his daughter Nancy, 
dated October 1868 and the other 
to his grandson Thomas, dated 
May 1875. At the date of the 
latter, Edward was 78 years of age. 
We reproduce the first one here. The 
letters were seven pages each in 
very good handwriting. I feel 
these extracts give a glimpse of 
Christianity at that time. 

Eddie Lugg shares an old 
family letter with us 



 

 


