
The story of James Hobbs, Richard Hobbs younger  brother. 
 

Richard Hobbs 1917 obituary states that “One brother, James, the last of the family 80 

years of age, lives in Michigan”. A search of the 1910 & 1920 US census records for a 

James Hobbs, born ~1837 in England and living in Michigan, finds only one person that 

meets the criteria. We have been able to trace that family back into Ontario. 

From Richards marriage record to Grace Burrows in 1863, we know that James parents 

were John & Ann, and from Richard’s obituary, that they lived in Devon, England. Our 

research for Richard found a John & Ann Hobbs living in Philham village, Hartland 

Parish, Devon, with a son James, born about 1841. This family has another son John, age 

24, who acquires Forda Farm, Morwenstow Cornwall, about 1875.  It is few km from the 

town of Bude. This connection makes it highly probable that the John & Ann Hobbs of 

Philham town are Richard & James parents.  

 

Based on our current knowledge, we propose the following: 
 

James B Hobbs, b~15 June, 1840 in Philham village, Hartland Parish, Devon, son of John 

& Ann Hobbs, of Philham (1841 & 1851 England census) immigrates to Ontario about 

1855 (1901 Canada census) and settles on his farm in Warwick, Lambton county, about 

30 km east of Sarnia, on highway #7. He marries Hannah Ridley, about 1861 (1910 US 

census). Hannah is the daughter of John & Elizabeth Ridley, who own a farm in 

Pickering Twp (1851, 1861 Canada census). John & Elizabeth, without Hannah are 

shown in 1871 thru 1891 censuses. 

James and Hannah are shown at the Warwick farm in the 1871, 1881 & 1901 Canada 

census. They have 7 children in 1881 census; Florence 17, Arthur 13, Allan 11, Lavinia 

9, Jennie 6, Lottie 3, Norman 1. By 1901 census, Norman age 21, is the only child still at 

home. James, Hannah & Norman immigrate to Alpena Michigan in 1903 (1910 US 

census) where they own a diary farm. Alpena is on the south shore of lake Huron, about 

120 km south of the Straits of Mackinaw. Hannah dies between 1910 & 1920 census and 

their son Norman marries Laura V  XX in 1903 (1930 US census). James dies between 

the 1920 & 1930 census. Norman age 41, a farmer and his wife Laura V age 36 are 

shown in the 1930 census still living at Alpena on their poultry farm. There are no 

children. Norman’s father is stated as born in England and his mother in Canada. 

 

Key Records required but not found 

1- marriage record to Hannah Ridley as this would show names of parents 

2- death record of James as this might show names of parents 

 


